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1 Introduction to Writing Requirements

ST REN

obtain a sound knowledge of the whole writing task, the learner must
T start from the very basics to the more sophisticated skills—from the use
of words to sentence writing and from sentence writing to paragraph building until
completion of good essays.

— M HEEERE AR AR SCE, DA X ESER A /R
R, EEFRZRNEEREE: SRAR, RE4I5h, REFITERES
e, BJ5 A RES th iR BB i 4 S

To make the language more powerful and the arguments more convincing and
impressive ,the writer needs more powerful “weapons” —*“weapons” to sharpen
the image of writing.

R TEESA S IR T 1EMW AN, 5T EERE —-ENE
YE“ RF8" — B RIS, T SCE BA i B O 4FAE

Before we start the course of composition writing, the authors would like to

hammer at the following points.

TERIT B VEBARZ AT, ARV LA T LA :
b 1.1 How to Develop the Writing Ability
MAREEEREN

For Chinese students, writing in English involves two basic tasks: one is to
acquire an awareness of the nature of the writing task ; the other is to master
the specific skills and techniques necessary for quality writing. As for the
final acquirements of the writing skills and techniques, Chinese students must go
through five periods,namely,the Recognition and Perception Period, the Learning
and Studying Period, the Examining and Thinking Period and the Practising
through Imitation Period , followed by the Production Period.



First of all,Chinese students wishing to become good writers must start from
the Recognition and Perception Period. They must know a picture of what writing
is. They should know what language is and how language behaves. They must also
know how their thoughts and concepts are to be expressed through the form of the
target language and finally,how they can organize their thoughts.

FEYEREESELARERENR: ——REEER, —REFH
Y5, BAERE RIS 1 R Y B LA B X 3 36 SCAL i T 4E 07 SR
B BRI AEE R AR R &EFHFERMTE, FEFELHZTE
AR 3 G2 EeRaENE TR RS LENEERE. XE
AT 4 X B 1 4k R A B , R o A 9 3 AN R B 4E A ST R IAR
2 577 | 5 A R B DR AR AR i DA SR AR IR AR ST B X 4 R SR 3K
Ve TR SERIE % SUE LS 1R B B F B AT SCRK 5 “ e RE 145
S, Rl 2 3] " 0GR BT SRR BT A T SR BRI R
Bl E S R ABEE B R RAME R S5 A BRI NRAT
=, KA X FPEE S R A BRI B2 A R B H AR,

i E B CE, B RSN AR SIS XA BT IR . A ATTRE
A ARBE A ARES I THRIES A b ]E R E g 2 4
gMmEx A CHEE,

L 1.2 Cultural Awareness and Writing Sense
WREXHUESEEERIR

First of all ,what do we mean by “cultural awareness” ? Well, let’s first examine

what “culture” means. The culture of a people is the total way of life shared by
those who live in the same society. The culture of a people pervades every aspect of
life in that society and controls its life and language. It determines the form of the
individual’s behavior and his language. It shapes men physically, intellectually,
emotionally and morally ,and sets a limit to what a man can do and say.

Every experience of a man’s life is a reflection of what he has acquired from
his culture. So on the whole, cultural awareness means the knowing and under-
standing of the total way of life shared by those who live in the same society.

Then,why should we bother to know and understand the way of life of a

people? As mentioned above, the culture of a people pervades every aspect of life
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in a society. Therefore , without knowing and understanding that culture ,the writer
will scarcely be able to write as people of that culture do. For Chinese students of
English, it should be noted that the English language represents the culture of
those people who use English as their mother tongue, and writing in such a
language certainly involves the knowledge and awareness of the cultural
components the language is made up of. Without knowing and understanding the
culture of the natives,the writer will certainly not be able to write in a native-like
language. On the whole,we are using a different thinking pattern and a different
language to produce writings that are so unique to another culture.

Then,what do we mean by writing sense? Writing sense refers to writing
consciousness in general and ways of writing in particular. Writing sense is not
what we are born with, but what we acquire and learn. Concerning the cultural
aspect of another language ,when we are learning the culture of that language, we
are learning the habits of that language and therefore , we are acquiring a new set
of habits crucial to cultivating the senses for writing.

All in all, writing involves a lot of learning, and constant learning will
certainly reinforce the power of language and sharpen the writing sense of the
writer. For this reason, this course will devote some space to the discussion of
cultural knowledge and acquirement of this knowledge for better writing.

EERERHRE, MHESARNERHPORRFREYR S
FIXHAE, B, AT RGBS SRR UMK . RE A —ER
FEE, B RTR B T AR S PREZ M. BEAES ALt
SR TIES WEZHARKES, o TRMENEEEHARR, BAT#HR
HiE S PSS, RS AR EZ RS TEE, RREEHER
PR —E T, X E ¥ T SRR R, B B AR ROR X R
RRG TRRARTFH . 1T XA R, A SR I F LM AW K B ST
A5EEXENTE, FEFEEXARESTREEHENR,

“THFIR R AT XARE—BAE- LT HER TR Xk
HE TEABEAMINATHAIES . ERE TXABHEREF AL,

— AN NHZ R T XA ARSI, WS B3, B ER
AN A TE T AR

—AMEH MBS ERE S WULR T, W SR E AR ERFKES



BINIREER B E SCE . T o B AR R, TR & B SR A L & i 3C
e, A T R BB, A RES M B SR CE . BmE 2, 51E
B—IURE AR IES .

L 1.3 Linguistic Competence of the Writer
S{ERIET K

As a writer, a sound knowledge of the English language and the natural
manipulation skills of all the language items are essential to the effectiveness of
writing. These , just like what the heating and cooking utensils mean to the chef,
are the basics for the writer who wishes to bring forth an artistic creation with
language.

These basics, even for the native speakers of English, include the accurate
and genius use of words,a good mastery of the grammatical,syntactical rules,a
framework of writing and all the rhetorical devices,which all contribute to the
quality and style of writing. As for Chinese writers of English,a sound knowledge
and manipulation skills of the English tenses and a keen sense of the language use
are also important.

Among many of the ways that make our writing interesting , the figurative use
of language or the rhetorical device is the most effective.

For example ,read this sentence; The grass is thick;it needs cutting.

Then, consider this sentence: You need not worry; he will not let the
grass grow under his feet.

Although the meaning of the two sentences is the same,the second is more
vivid and colorful than the first one. Why? Because the idea of “cutting the
grass” is expressed figuratively.

For those who use English as a second or foreign language, there exists a
question of accommodating to the way native speakers would use in their writing.
We cannot always follow our own way of writing. Therefore, it is crucial that
Chinese students adjust their minds to the minds of the native speakers and learn
to write as the native speakers do.

St T ES AT S, TREEE S AR, RRE S HEARLLTT, X
Bif X EREERNEM.



