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The 21st century is an era of business. With
the globalization of economy, there appears sharper
competition among business subjects. In order to win
victories of business competition, business subjects
have to make themselves perfect in all aspects, es-
pecially maintain their own integrity, try hard to im-
prove their own moral quality. However, it has been
noted that in recent years moral quality of business
subjects of our country has not yet been obviously
improved, on the contrary, the moral quality is still
worsening in some way, as a result, there appear
many pernicious incidents such as practicing fraud,
cheating the public, infringing the benefit of the
state and the consumers, which have drawn wide at-
tention of society and people’ s deep introspection.
Does business management need to develop the role

of adjustment of ethical spirit? What angle of view
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should we adopt to observe temporary business ethical spirit How to build
temporary business ethical spirit of China? Circling these basic theoretical
problems, this dissertation has been inquiring broadly and deeply into all
aspects of temporary business ethical spirit of China, and the necessity
and the important significance of engaging in trade by virtue from all sides
and many angles of view.

Business ethical spirit is both an important theoretical issue and a
practical issue to which needs to be paid great attention. At present, the
construction of business ethical spirit of our country is becoming so ur-
gent, its crux lies in that actual situation has put eager call to it. With
the reforming and opening in our country, especially with the erection of
the socialist market economy system, that some business subjects pursue
infinitely benefit and indulge excessively their own behaviors, once results
in great shortage of business ethical spirit of our country, for example,
there are generally low moral quality, severe shortage of honesty and cred-
it, many unfair business competitions, unequal exchange of goods and so
on. In the process of marketing, commercialization and modemization,
the causes that lots of immoral and amoral phenomena have appeared are
many ~ sided, there are the causes of macro — environment such as system
and the change of social values, also the cause of business subjects. To
speak concretely, there are approximately following causes of five aspects:
the mixed state of new and old caused by system transition, the disharmo-
ny of strong material civilization and weak spiritual civilization, the com-
bination of market and officialdom caused by rent — seeking of power, the
negative influence of western business values, the deficient intensity of
moral construction of business subjects valued by themselves and so on.

In order to cure once and for all the economic damage and social chaos
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caused by shortage of business ‘ethical spirit of our country, we need ur-
gently to build a contemporary business ethical spirit which conforms to
socialism market economy and inherits traditional morality of business and
coordinates with modern norms of legal institutions. In reality, the virtu-
ous development of market calls for business ethical spirit.

The main contents of this dissertation are approximately divided into
two parts, the first of which includes two chapters is relatively thorough
revealing and analyzing the basic concepts of contemporary business ethi-
cal spirit such as its meaning, essence, characters, functions and cont-
ents and so on. At first, starting from analyzing the meaning of ethics and
ethical spirit, of business ethics and business ethical spirit, this disserta-
tion makes a systematic introduction to the implication of contemporary
business ethical spirit of China, and thinks that contemporary business
ethical spirit of China is an intrinsic system of value gathered macro — val-
ue, medium — value and micro ~ value as one. The basic characters of
contemporary business ethical spirit of China can be summarized as fol-
lows: the unity of utility and morality in goal of value, the unity of com-
petition and cooperation in ideas of management, the unity of intellect and
sentiments in consciousness of subjects and the unity of nations and the
whole world in composition of concepts. On this basis, this spirit has
functions of knowing about commercial culture, evaluating commercial
morality, adjusting commercial relation, restricting commercial deeds,
encouraging the merchants, unifying the merchants, guiding commercial
activities, and erecting the commercial image. It can also promote our
commercial enterprises to adopt correct managing sense, raise the level of
management and whole ability of competition, and maintain the market

order willingly. This dissertation believes contemporary business ethical
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spirit of China is not a single system but an organic — combined system.
Being a unique spirit of business ethics, it includes spirit of good faith of
business , spirit of buying and selling at reasonable prices, spirit of equal-
ity of market, spirit of mutual benefit of business and so on; Being a par-
ticular spirit of professional ethics, it includes spirit of service interested
in customers and the public, spirit of humanism placing customers on the
hightest position, spirit of frugality of increasing income and reducing ex-
penditure and so on; Being a special spirit of practical ethics, it includes
spirit of reason standardizing management, striving spirit of starting an
undertaking in business circles, spirit of utility benefiting the common
people and so on. In a word, contemporary business ethical spirit of Chi-
na is a unique spirit of economic ethics, a particular spirit of professional
ethics, and also a special spirit of practical ethics. These three kinds of
ethical spirit are mutually both connected and distinguished, and unify
and form an intact, close and intrinsic system of value in the combination
of theory and practice. So, we can say, contemporary business ethical
spirit of China is an ethical spirit merged together applied ethics, profes-
sional ethics and practical ethics. Being an applied ethics, it is undoubt-
edly a part of economic ethics in which it can most reflect moral require-
ments of the link of exchange. Being a professional ethics, it is a part of
professional ethics of society, emphatically reflects the basic requirements
of business morality of socialism by which differentiates from professional
ethics such as official morality, medical ethics and teacher’ s ethics and
so on. Being a practical ethics, it is an ethics that is corresponding to
theoretical ethics and must be put into effect, and is an ethics of actions
which is embodied in activities of business and exchange of commodity,

and guides activities of business and practice of exchange of commodity.
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The second part of this paper mainly discusses the problem of erect-
ing contemporary business ethical spirit of China. First of all, we have
discussed the basic angle of view of erecting contemporary business ethical
spirit of China. As contemporary business and traditional business are
completely two different concepts, modern business is rapidly developing
towards globalization, network and regionalization, so, we must examine
closely contemporary business ethical spirit with a brand — new angle of
view and a brand - new method. This dissertation emphatically puts for-
ward three basic angles of view: the first is suiting the tendency of con-
flicting and merging of globalization and nationality, the second is reply-
ing the social challenge in times of network and information, the third is
following the trend of economy and technology of regionalization and
groups. Next, this dissertation also advances the basic principles of erect-
ing contemporary business ethical spirit of China. The erection of contem-
porary business ethical spirit of China is a complicated system engineer-
ing, it relates to the moral level of whole society, and connects tightly
with present situation of current business, we do actions only according to
scientific principles, we will not get lost. The first basic principle of erec-
tion of contemporary business ethical spirit of China is unifying looking re-
ality in the face and respecting history, and developing business ethical
spirits both suited to the development of market economy and inherited
traditional virtues, still absorbing useful factors of business ethical spirit
in western culture. The second basic principle is the combination of giv-
ing consideration to the majority and encouraging the advanced individuals
or units, the contemporary business ethical spirit has the character of lev-
els and shows a pattern that the two ends of it are small and its middle is

large, the moral level of the most employed allows of no optimism, there-



fore, we must especially pay attention to the encouraging and leading role
of business models. The third basic principle is the coordination of stan-
dardization of institution and improvement of virtues, the erection of cont-
emporary business ethical spirit needs to do a good job of the construction
of standardization of systems, do a good job of cultivation and improve-
ment of quality of ethical spirit, and do a good job of the construction and
perfection of mechanism of business ethics. Finally, this paper inquires
into the routes and methods of erection of contemporary business ethical
spirit. Whatever we do, there demands a clear route and a scientific
method, only doing so, we can avoid detours and get smoothly to the
end. To erect contemporary business ethical spirit is not only relating to
many aspects but also is that the burden is heavy and the road is long, we
should pay more attention to the research of routes and methods. This dis-
sertation puts forwards four basic routes and methods from the angle of
combining macro - aspect and micro — aspect: under the direction of total
principle of “Three Orienting” , establish rational target of business ethi-
cal value; government, market and the public are respectively responsible
for their duties; build business ethical spirit applying methods of science,
democracy and legal institutions; and the coordination and mutual action
of education, judgment and accomplishment.

This dissertation places the target on the contemporary business ethi-
cal spirit and the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, this can be
said the basic motive of writing this dissertation. At present, we face with
the important mission of building completely a relatively .comfortable soci-
ety, the history has pushed China to the times that if she doesn’t think
highly of the construction of business ethical spirit, she will not be able to

develop better the market economy. In order to realize the great rejuvena-
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tion of the Chinese nation, we must give free rein to the unique role of
contemporary business ethical spirit. Seeing from the present situation,
the contemporary business ethical spirit of our country both has the chance
of development, and is faced with a certain challenge, we should create
good conditions for erecting business ethical spirit in the aspect of build-
ing cultural environment and improving the quality of business subjects.
In the coming society, the competition among countries is not shown in
battles, the “battles of business” is becoming the main form of expres;
sion, who wins the “battles of business” will win the world. Consequent-
ly, to erect contemporary business ethical spirit of socialism with Chinese
characteristics has an important significance for us to build a strong and

prosperous China and realize the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.



