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Turbulent Water: U. S, Asia-Pacific Security
Strategy In the Post-Cold War Era

Abstract

This book explores U. S. security strategy in the Asia-Pacific region in the
post-Cold War era. It focuses on the evolution of U. S. Asia-Pacific security
policies from the George Bush administration to the first term of the George
W. Bush administration (1989 - 2004). The following questions receive
particular attention: what are the dynamics driving adjustments in U, S,
regional security strategy in the post-Cold War era? What are the content
and characteristics of U. S. Asia-Pacific security policy during three
presidential administrations? How has evolving U. S. regional security
strategy affected the security landscape in the Asia-Pacific region?

Chapter one examines U. S, strategists’ perceptions of Asia-Pacific security
in the early post-Cold War period, reviews their debate on how to readjust
U. S. regional policy accordingly, and investigates the transformation of
U. S. Asia-Pacific security strategy during the George Bush administration.
It argues that while the George Bush administration attempted to transform
the U.S. regional security posture from “containment plus deterrence” into
“equilibrium plus deterrence,” the security structure built up during the
Cold War era remained largely intact. The limitation to the readjustment
reflects the Pentagon’s uncertainty about future developments in regional
security,

Chapter two analyzes the background against which the Clinton administration
forged its “preventive defense” security strategy in the Asia-Pacific region as
well as the contents and characteristics of the strategy. It suggests that
developments such as the North Korean nuclear crisis in 1993 and 1994,

Japan’s apparent drifting away from its alliance with U. S. and the rise of
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China combined to shape the Clinton administration’s thinking about U. S,
Asia-Pacific security strategy. With the release of United States Security
Strategy for the East Asia-Pacific Region in early 1995, the Clinton
administration revealed its “preventive defense” security strategy, as a
result, U. S. Asia-Pacific security posture took on the look of “prevention
and deterrence, ”

Chapter three addresses a series of significant developments in U, S, -Japan
security relations in the mid-to late 1990s, including the redefinition of U.
S. -Japan alliance, the revision of Japan-U. S. Defense Cooperation Guidelines,
related legislation in Japan, and Japan’s participation in the U, S. Theater
Missile Defense system in East Asia. It investigates the impact of alliance
adjustments on regional security alongside Japan’s security policy and
internal politics. As the study demonstrates, strengthening the Japan-U. S,
alliance not only caused Japan to pursue an expansive and more active
security policy and a tougher China policy, but also abetted the conservative
trend in Japan’s domestic politics. The chapter also sheds light on the
challenges confronting U. S. Asia-Pacific security strategy in late 1990s.
Chapter four explores the Clinton administration’s security policy towards
China. It argues that to cope with a rising China, the Clinton administration
formed the policy framework of “engagement and prevention,” and within
that framework, it sought to develop military exchanges and security
cooperation with China on the one hand, while pursuing prevention and
deterrence vis-a-vis China on the other. As the study shows, in the last two
years of the Clinton administration, there was more emphasis on prevention
and deterrence due to the rise of the conservative political influence and
tougher strategic thinking on China in the U. S.

Chapter five examines the evolution of U. S, Asia-Pacific security strategy
during the first term of the George W. Bush administration. Prior to the
September 11th terrorist attack, the Bush administration took China as
America’s major strategic rival and pursued a strategy of “preventive
containment” in the region. The September 11th incident caused the Bush

administration to reset the agenda of its Asia-Pacific security strategy and
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substituted anti-terrorism as the more urgent task., In the wake of the Iraq
War, the Bush administration further adjusted the U. S, military presence
and alliances in the region in order to manage a variety of security challenges
such as terrorism, regional instability and the rise of new major powers. So
far as its security policy towards China is concerned, in the post-September
11th period, the Bush Administration employed a mixture of strategic
dissuasion, selective cooperation and limited engagement.

The last chapter tries to shed light on the prospects of U. S. Asia-Pacific
security strategy. It suggests that the region as a whole will become even
more important to U. S, global strategy, prompting Washington to pay more
attention and devote more resources to the region as it tries to deal with a
wide range of security challenges using a wide variety of means. It also
highlights the emerging challenges confronting U. S, Asia-Pacific security
strategy, especially the rise of China, the Taiwan issue, developments on

the Korean peninsula, and the integration of East Asia.
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