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The governance of collective action issues

in the Dutch maritime cluster
Peter W. De Langen and Michiel Nijdam *

1. Introduction

In this paper we discuss the governance of collective action problems in the Dutch
maritime cluster (DMC). Collective action regimes ( CARs) influence the performance
of a cluster (see De Langen and Visser, 2004). In this paper we provide a basis for
more in depth studies of collective action problems in maritime clusters, by mapping the
“infrastructure for collective action” and identifying governance issues that are relevant in
the Dutch maritime cluster.

First, we briefly discuss a framework to analyse collective action problems (see Ol-
son, 1971 and De Langen, 2004). Second, we discuss the “infrastructure for collec-
tive action” in the Dutch maritime cluster. Third, we discuss relevant collective action is-
sues in the Dutch maritime cluster. Fourth, we discuss “regimes” that address these col-
lective action problems (CAPs). We finalise this paper with conclusions and suggestions

for further research.

2. Analysing collective action

A collective action problem occurs when even though collective benefits exceed ( col-

« Peter W. De Langen, 1973 4Edi4:, 8, t8+, 2 ESGIHEHHAEN K% (Erasmus University Rotter-
dam, The Netherlands. ) ¥0 . BHSXKBLWRELE, R H: BOKBSHEMK, E-mal; delangen@
few. eur. nlL Michiel Nijdam, 1975 4EditE, B, Wi+, W2 EEAFRINBHRKEEQSF SN, HRFE:
BOsy, KESTEEK.
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