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Making Visible the Traditional Cultural
Activities- Preface to Ko Si-chi's catalogue
"The Procession of Matsu"

"Refining religious activities" is one of my major concerns since I took
office as the Mayor of Tainan. The "Procession of Matsu” is not only an
important tradition that began about one hundred ycars ago in this city, but also
an unforgettable childhood memory for many.

In April 2000, the year of "Keng-Chen" according to the Chinese tradition,
the Jong-forgotten activity of "Procession of Matsu” was revived undcr the
efforts of the Board of "Tainan Temple of Grand Matsu." Chao-Ticn Temple of
Pei-Kang, Ching-An Temple of Shan-Hua, and Shuang-Tzu Pavilion of Feng-
Shan were also invited to participate in this festive activity. It was a great
success.

The thriving and merry festivities fully exhibited pcoplc's abundant energy
for the dcities they worship as well as the rich creativity and vivacity of folk
art. The most important goal of this activity is to record, research, and promote
local artistic achievements through modern technology.

Acknowledging the purpose of preserving tradition, Cathay Insurance
generously offers sponsorship to puhlish a cataloguc on the "Procession of
Matsu." Mr. Ko Si-chi, a renowned photographer and a native of Tainan has
been invited to rccord the religious activity with camera. Through Mr. Ko's
camera lens, the wonderful festivities werce recorded. And through his eyes,
many good examples for similar religious activities in the future are presented.
Upon the publication of this catalogue, 1 would like to express my gratitude for
Cathay Insurance. | also believe this cndeavor will provide substantial guidance
for the development and refincment of religious activitics.

Finally, 1 would like to thank the Council for Cultural Affairs for the funds

and assistance provided in publishing this catalogue.

Taan-Hong Chang

Mayor of Tainan
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To record the spirit of old tradition
and continue the cultural heritage

"Temples" are always peoplc’s tavoritc among the popular tourist sites in
Taiwan. And it is amazing that no matter where you are in the country, you can
spot a big or small temple. TFor thosc who have abundance of life experience.
pictures of children chasing around in front of the temple, opera performance,
and men and women worshipping and praying with burning incensc arc part of
their childhood memory.

Living near the sca, we still rely on gods as our ancestors did when they
came across the strail to Taiwan several hundred years ago. And this is perhaps
the reason why tempic culture is deeply combined with our daily life.

Taiwan is an island surrounded by sca. Matsu, the "Heavenly Holy
Mother” with great power, has been worshipped as a goddess of sca guiding
and protecting boats and ships for several hundred years. Now, the goddess is
well-liked by ordinary pcoplc and has become their spiritual leader. Her
kindness and tenderness comforts not only fishermen who make a living in the
sea, but also common pcople who are sad or worried aboult their lives.

Tainan is a city of old and new. It witnessed the history of pioncers in
Taiwan and preserves the ancient memorics. However, with the passing of
time, historical sites are vanishing. It is an urgent matter to keep the history
and continue the traditional customs. And we can see Tainan City
Government's endcavor in their project "to enhance the temple culture.”

We, Cathay lL.ife Insurance, fully understand that enterprises shall play an
important role in bettering the society and culwure. l.uckily, we had the honor
to invite the world-renowned photogragher Ko Si-chi to take pictures for this
activity of "welcoming Matsu” in Tainan. For Ko Si-chi who lived abroad for
many yecars, Taiwan is always the beautiful mother country that he will never
abandon in his heart. He takes pictures with sharp obscrvation and outstanding
skills.  When people applaud for his photos, we know that his many years of
experience abroad has crcated a beautiful page for the mother land.

Living in Taiwan, we. Cathay Life Insurance, are very happy to give a
hand in promoting the culture.

Preface by President of Cathay Late Insurance Company Tacid
1ax Hunng-Tu
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Creating a new life for traditional folk culture

I traveled over almost half of the earth and saw various Jocal festivities.
And I always remembered the religious festivities that I experienced during my
childhood in Tainan. Majestic god-generals and fierce-looking Eight Guardian-
generals had become a part of my sweet memory when homesickness struck
me.

After [ returned to Taiwan, taking pictures of folk activities and traditional
buildings is one of my photographic focuses. I have taken many pictures over
the past few years. The objects of those pictures gradually change or disappear
due to the passage of time or human mistake. I worry about this very much.
Since it is impossible for mc to save the priceless but vanishing cultural
heritages, 1 feel there is a need (o record their beautiful images as soon as I can.

This year, Tainan City Government held the meaningful "Taiwan
Religious parade Exhibition"” and the activity of "Wclcoming Matsu", which is
worthy of praise from everyone who is concerncd about traditional folk culture.
Honorably, 1 was invited by the City Government to take pictures of this
activity and record its abundance and beauty through my camera. When I stood
high in the cranc and god-generals slowly passed under me, the memory of
watching the temple parade from the window of the second (loor of my house
located on Min Sheng Road 60 years ago came back to me all at once.

Tainan City has abundant wraditional culture. However, under the compact
of modernization and internationalization, traditional culture may fade away
and vanish, if neglected. Local awareness is not a political slogan. The
government and experts of all fields should contribute their cfforts to the
restoration of traditional folk culture, not only preserving the good tradition but
also creating a new life for it. "Taiwan Religious parade Exhibition" and the
activity of "Welcoming Matsu" set a good example for this idea.

=S elAP

Photographer
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