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Preface

Regional planning is an important means of spatial governance and it maps
out strategic choices to be made by national or local governments in response to
environmental changes. During the period from the Opium War in 1840 to the
founding of the socialist China in 1949, China was forced to shift the way of
traditional dynastic changes to modernization under the impacts of western cap-
italist countries. As the result, regional planning in modern China has devel-
oped with remarkable unique characteristics in contrast to what was experi-
enced in the ancient times and other countries.

Under the paradigm of “modernization”, I have tried to reexamine region-
al planning in modern China, its environment, forms, contents and evolution.
I divide the history of regional planning in modern China into four stages, in-
cluding (1) The birth of regional planning (1840—1926); (2) Regional plan-
ning in state-building period (1911—1949); (3) Regional planning during
Mao’s era (1949—1978); and (4) New development of regional planning dur-
ing the period of reform and opening (since 1979). I have shown that modern
regional planning of China emerged from the practice of local moderation at the
turn of the 19" and 20™ century. During the first half of the 20™ century, re-
gional planning developed at national level along with the effort of state-build-
ing. Later in the 1950s, the rapid socialist planned economy growth made it
possible for regional planning to become an independent subject of planning.
Since the earlyl980s, regional planning has become a part of international plan-
ning culture, while China has experienced dramatic transitions towards a mar-
ket economy and has become an integrated part of the global economy. Clear-
ly, regional planning has experienced two different economy systems since the
foundation of the People’s Republic of China in 1949. I believe that China’s ex-
periences and lessons in regional planning are rich and valuable, and such expe-
riences and lessons can make invaluable contribution to the development of re-
gional planning in general.

In this book, 1 also have demonstrated that there is a strong orientation

towards comprehensive spatial planning in modern China. At the end of the
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book, I offer some recommendations regarding how to further improve China’s
regional spatial planning. It is hoped that such a new style of regional planning
will become an important tool for national macroeconomic regulation, help to
build and improve regional competitiveness in the global economy, and provide
strong support to build human-friendly settlements. Specific reforms include
(1) changing the compartmental practice of planning by different functional de-
partments, (2) developing horizontal cooperation among different governmen-
tal agencies, (3) clarifying the main governmental body for drafting and imple-

menting regional planning, and (4) strengthening vertical cooperation.
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