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More than a hundred years ago, the construction of the China-Eastern Railway Line had opened the stage curtain for Harbin’s progress
from a small fisherman’s village beside the River Song’hua’jiang to a modern metropolitan. Brought along by their high hopes and expecta-
tions, people of all walks of life came to this place that were full of adventure and opportunity one after another in order to seek their fortunes,
and among them were peasants, craftsmen, businessmen, ideologists, revolutionaries, literary youths, colonists, business founders, the
former aristocrats fleeing from the Old Russia and the Jewish refugees ete. Thence, various kinds of ideologies of old and new as well as differ-
ent cultures originated from the East and the West were clashed, merged, settled and accumulated one another in this place to have gradually
formed in Harbin an unique cultural character and a distinguished urban appearance. In addition, all kinds of humanitarian imprints had
found their way into specific spaces here, i.e. the urban layout, the street views and the architectural styles etc. Therefore, a rich humanitarian
connotation was embodied here to demonstrate the history and vicissitudes of the city as well as the past glory and brilliance enjoyed by this
international city that had a rich character of exoticism.

The early architectures of Harbin had gathered together in themselves the various building styles of the contemporary Europe including
the schools of Baroque, Byzantium, Classicism, Eclecticism and Art Nouveau ete. It is really the only occurrence in the nation that so many
schools of architectural styles have congregated in a single city. Among them the buildings of the Art Nouveau style have also stayed at an
important position in the history of world architecture. Besides, there are also the buildings of “Chinese Baroque” school combining the West
with the East in this city, as well as the so-called Socialist Industrial architectures with imprint of the former Soviet Union built during the
First Five-Year Plan period in addition to the Chinese traditional houses. All of these are the precious historical and cultural heritages for
Harbin, the common wealth of the society and the very fascination owned by the city. Despite of the fact that some buildings have distinet
vestige of foreign cultures, they are still in essence the rich fruits representing the abundant imagination and creativity of Chinese labering
people. Consequently, the city of Harbin had been approved by the State Council as one of the third-batch National Famous Historical and
Cultural Cities in 1994 despite of its quite short history. From then on, the city had become one of the 101 cities entitle as the Cities of National
Historical and Cultural Heritage need to be protected emphatically.

. The protective work of the famous historical and cultural cities has a profound historical and practical significance for inheriting our long
. ‘historical and cultural traditions, conducting patriotism education, promoting construction of socialist spiritual civilization, and in particu-
 lar, for the fulfilling the strategic deployment made by the Third Plenary Session Of The Sixteenth CPC Central Committee regarding the pro-
motmg the coordinated economical and soeial development. In the recent years, Harbin had accomplished plenty of effective work mainly
in excavating, saving and protecting the architectures of historical and cultural heritage. The munieipal urban planning division has desig-
nated more than 240 architectures in three groups as the architectures need to be protected after the municipal government approves them
with planks being hung. While the historical buildings are protected, the necessity to protect their nearby environment should also be
‘emphasized. The work shall be enhanced from protecting single house and cultural relics to the protection of historical blocks, thus to realize
an overall protection for the urban pattern and the whole urban appearance. The protected street the Central Boulevard shall be renovated
into a walker’s shopping | block of Continental European style. The national key cultural protection unit — the Sophia Cathedral and its nearby
environment is already renovated and a constru art square is built. In addition, the protection work of the South Er-dao Street of
wai i ried out to maintain it as the traditi ercial shopping street, and its style of “Chinese Baroque” is once again recovered.
eel ort has not only obtained the warm support rom the mass citiZens but also got good appraisals from experts at home and
broad as well as the distinguished guests and friends. !
The history is never to be copied. We must be very.carefu
[o] hose hard to be decided for the time bemg, we should ke
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his regard and have those old bmldmgs should be preserved duly protected.
: dl;

the Manhattan area of New York or the Pudong New Dlstrlct in Shangha1 The coarse and vulgar situation of * same expressmn for a thousand
c1t1es or “same style for a thousand houses” should be dlscarded Therefore, we are requlred to maintain and carry forward the 'ongmal char-.

51ght—v1ew1ng character with an unique Harbin characterlstlc Harbin should become not only an economlcally dynamlc c y
responsible, characterized and charming metropohtan :
. Now the first group of literatures concerning protection of Harbin as a famous hlstorwal and cultural city is read; "for pubhcanon HaVI g
* embodied in them the painstaking effort of the city planning workers, the books are entitle respectlvely as <Gla E
_of Harbin >, <The Condensed Music>, <Pictorial Collection of Harbin Architecture Protection> and <The Famous Histoncal and Cultural
. City — Collection of Protection Plan>. They shall not only show to us a stylish historical picture scroll, represent its unique architectural art,
but also conserve the would-be going away historical musical movement by outlining the development track of the city of Harbin. They shall
sp make people to recall, reco]lect and ponder thus to arouse the cultural protectlon conscrousness among the mass cmzens and people of

Du Yu- xin;“‘“‘
‘ 0 ; : : y " At the end of Year 2004
Authored by a member of the Standtng Commlttee of CPC Hellong] ng Provxnc1al Committee and concurrently the CPC Municipal
. f Party Secretary of Harbin.
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‘ Wt1es to revive our city through the efforts of a few generations.

In the 24™ year of Guangxu reign in Qing Dynasty (1898 AC), an important project in Chinese modern history
started its construction. It was a railway connecting the infand of the Northeast and costal area of Northeast China.
Its construction brought vigor and energy to this piece of Iong desolate land along Songhua River. In such environ-
ment, a few fishing villages grew up and began their advance towards a modern city. No one could imagine such a
virgin land would give such strong cohesion and radiation capability. As a new member of international city family,
its huge inclusiveness is just one of its important driving forces. With passage of time, various ideas and cultures
ran into powerful collision and out came new ones. This city constructed according to new city planning philosophy
at that time remarked itself with those traditional Chinese cities as early as its foundation. Its layout, streets and
sights all demonstrated strong exoticism.

Cities are the aggregation of various physical factors. Urban architecture is the result of human culture and civi-
lization and also the important factor and cell of a city. It records the emotion and wisdom of human being in long
practice. With the development of cities, modern architectural materials and genres and design philosophies will
form their own style and characteristic under the influence of culture and history by blending the existing city
features. The buildings of Harbin attracted a dozen of architectural genres in the world, which strived to decorate
this young city. New Nouveau genre brought it smooth curve, Gothic genre brought it steep tower, Baroque genre
brought it splendid curlicue and classical genre brought it strong stone pole, etc. What’s more valuable is our old

' generations living in this land learnt but didn’t fawn on foreign arts. They combined traditional Chinese architec-

ture style into the 1ntroduced forexgn architectural culture and created the Chinese Baroque style in heavy foreign

_cultural atmosphere, which brought fresh wind tgkthe world and let them look at it with new eyes.

These buildings, either magnificent or exquisite, either graceful or pretty, are scattered in each corner of the city,
decorating the streets or becoming the views of squares. Year in year out, they experience the time change but they
live with people in wonderful harmony, they tell the city’s history and development and witness its every historic
moment. With the development and advance of the times, the city is developing and expanding, and people’s living

demands are higher and higher. The urban renewal of getting rid of the stale and bringing forth the fresh has

become the necessity of history. But it is also the mission and responsibility of history to keep the city’s traditional

‘characterlstlcs and brilliant culture that it had once had.

“These buildings introduced i in this book are the top ones in Harbin’s hundred year history. Although they were

:"constructed in different time and place for dlfferent purpose, their common points are the comparatlvely perfect
ombmatmn of the architectural theories and social practice in best performance. Thls kind of books usually uses
b hlstorlcal photos to make emphasis on the illumination of architectural facade. In order to further understand the

core of architectural design thought, we adopt measuring way to get the precise data about every part of the
bulldmg So the readers can get every building’s composition, proportion and details of exterior decoration, and

analyze the organic connection of every part of the building thereon to better understand the designer’s demgn phx-— i

losophy and obtain the academic value and cultural connotation of the building at a higher level.

When our city planning construction has stepped.onto the right track, preserving its traditional views and
features have become the common opinion of all insighted persons. As early as the last 80s, we had began the work‘

aiming at keeping the history memory and architectural highlights to inspire us in meetmg new historic opportuni-

- This book collects all preserved bmldmgs in our c1ty, Wthh are approved through legal procedure and are also
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