PR FRAIXREED
l s Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (%) #
m  Jennifer Bassett (&) s

Sherlock Holmes and
the Sport of Kings

RIRERSHEL

o NSNS MENFSFALEY
FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING AND RESEARCH PRESS




~l Bl FRRXREEN

Sherlock Holmes and
the Sport of Kings

BREMEHED

m  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (%) =
m  Jennifer Bassett (%) x5
s B =

hEHESHALEH
FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING AND RESEARCH PRESS

Jt3¥ BEUING




FALEZE 01 - 2006 - 3281

Originally published by Oxford University Press, Great Clarendon Street, Oxford.
® 2003

This edition is licensed for sale in the People’s Republic of China only and not for
export therefrom.

‘Oxford’ is a registered trademark of Oxford University Press.

EBENS B (CIP) 87

RER 5% = Sherlock Holmes and the Sport of Kings / ()% 5
iB/R (Conan Doyle, A.)#; (3 )E Pi%f(Bassett, J. )& 5 ; BFHE . — L.
SMEHE SR IR, 2006. 4

(BAR - FREUEEY )

ISBN 7- 5600 — 5448 — X

1. % 0.O#H-- OB @ . OEE—IDUE—XHRiZY
O HFE—EE—IL V. H319.4: 1

o U B 548 CIP BB (2006) 45 023533 5

H B A X

EEHRE: TREF

HEmigit: I

HW & 1T : SMEHE SR H R

- AL AT =3RIEEK 19 5 (100089)
. http: //www. fltrp. com

C ACEH AR

. 8501092 1/32

0 2.25

12006 6 A 1AL 2006 - 6 A4S 1 REVRI
. ISBN 7 - 35600 — 5448 - X
:2.90 0T

WAEIR . 31T IR Bl R s A f S R e
TREERAR EIRELER
RRAL PRI A S 25 RIE : (010)88817519

Al FIHIIA
* SHHFRHPBEE

*




NEE T

SHHE, DARMAH. BUAT, EHL A
o MATERORS. BIASMWE. TABT L0, BAK
ROSEM AL, HIILTERABIL, ., FAD
WA, HE, WIELH T HED, X E R KE
ij] ......

—IEARED— HRT —KIRT, B  RE
SR BB TR DR, e R
RSP Sk Tir AWNEACE I E LR Tt
B, B E BRI AT, EARTHRRET 4
At W, CHET MYTIT, BTN DR
AT KT MK, E R ECEE RN T,
(el 5 B S O 1 T SR A2

T2, B - RRBENE, B8 SRR
RETH AR BF, AREENR, WARENA?




SHERLOCK HOLMES
AND THE SPORT OF KINGS

Detectives must see, hear, and remember everything. They
must be interested in the weather, people’s shoes, flowers in a
woman'’s hat, a box of matches in a man’s pocket. They must
understand people; they must know about dogs, and sheep, and
horses. They must even know about horseracing, the sport of

kings . ..

When Silver Blaze, a famous racehorse, disappears, Sherlock
Holmes and Dr Watson go down to his Dartmoor stables. Silver
Blaze is the favourite for a big race in a week’s time, and his
owner, Mr Ross, is hoping to win this race. But {irst, he needs
to find his horse. There is also a dead man in the case — John
Straker, Silver Blaze's trainer. His wife found his body in the
mud not far from the stables. And Inspector Gregory needs to
find the killer. But he and Mr Ross are getting the wrong

answers to their questions.

So, says Sherlock Holmes, what did happen at the stables on
Monday night? And, just as important, what did nor happen?
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1
A horse called Silver Blaze

¢ must go down there, Watson. I must,’ said
I Sherlock Holmes at the breakfast table on Thursday
morning.

‘Go? Go where?’ 1 asked.

*To Dartmoor — to King’s Pyland.’

“Ah! So that's it,” I said. ‘ Well, everybody in the
country is talking about the case at King's Pyland.’

I always know when Holmes is interested in a case. He
reads all the newspapers, he walks up and down, up and
down the room, and does not speak for hours.

He did all those things yesterday. He did not answer
any of my questions, but I knew that it was the mystery at
King’s Pyland.

The morning newspapers were on the breakfast table.
‘What is happening at King’s Pyland? Where is Silver
Blaze?’ they asked. ‘ Who killed John Straker? What are
the police doing? Can they find the horse before the big race
next week?’

Silver Blaze was a famous racehorse, and John Straker
was his trainer. One of the biggest horse races of the
year — the Wessex Cup — was next week, and Silver Blaze
was the favourite to win. But on Monday night at King’s

Pyland two things happened. Someone killed John Straker,
2
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case n. an event or set of

events that need to be dealt
with by the police (JLIE)
E 1 mystery n. a secret,
hidden,
matter B () 3 Y5 ik
racehorse n. a horse bred
or kept for racing FE G

trainer n. a person who

or inexplicable

trains horses as a pro fession
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and Silver Blaze disappeared.

I was interested in this case too. ‘Do you need my
help, Holmes?’ 1 asked. ‘I would very much like to come
with you.’

‘My dear Watson, ’ said Holmes, ‘of course you must
come with me. We can catch the twelve o'clock from
Paddington, and talk about the case on the train.’

Two hours later we were on the train to Tavistock.
We read all the midday newspapers, but there was nothing
new in them.

*So, Watson, what do you think about this case?’

‘Well, the newspapers say —’

‘Ah, yes. The newspapers understand nothing. One
day they say one thing, the next day they say another. But
we must look at the case more carefully. What did happen
on Monday night at King's Pyland? And what did not
happen? That’s an important question too. ’

‘Do the police have any answers?’ I asked.

‘No, ’ said Holmes. ‘On Wednesday morning 1 had
two letters. One was from Mr Ross, the owner of the
horse, and the other was from the Dartmoor police — an
Inspector Gregory. They ask for my help.’

‘Wednesday morning!’ 1 cried. ‘But this is Thursday
morning. Why didn’t you go down yesterday?’

‘Because it was an easy case. You can’t hide a famous

horse for long, I thought. Where can you hide a horse on
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Dartmoor? There are no buildings, no trees ... But I was
wrong, Watson. The case is now two days old, and nobody
can find the horse — or Straker’s killer. So here we are, on
the train to Tavistock.’

* And what do you think about it all?” 1 said.

‘Well, Watson, let’s look at the case. First, we have
a racehorse, Silver Blaze — only five years old, but already
a winner in many big races. His owner, Mr Ross, 1s a
happy man — and rich. The racegoers are happy too. Silver
Blaze nearly always wins his races, and so people put big
bets on him to win. And when the favourite wins the race,
a lot of people make money on their bets. But what happens
when the favourite doesn’t win, Watson? What then?’

‘A lot of people lose their money, of course, ' 1 said.
*And people with big bets on a dif ferent horse can make
much more money, when that other horse wins.’

‘Right, Watson! So perhaps some people are very
interested in Silver Blaze not running in the Wessex Cup.
Of course, Mr Ross and his trainer, John Straker, know
that, and they watch the horse very carefully.

‘Now, let's look at the people and the place. The
trainer, John Straker — a good man and wonderful with
horses — worked for Mr Ross for twelve years. There are
four horses in the training stables, and three boys working
for Straker. One of them sits up all night with the horses,

and the other two sleep in a room over the stables. We
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racegoer n. a person who
goes regularly to horse
races FL2HH K bet n.
the money etc. staked W
4= W T stable n. a build-
ing set apart and adapted
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know nothing bad about any of the boys.

‘Straker has a wife, no children, and lives — I mean,
lived — in a house about two hundred metres from the
stables. The town of Tavistock is two kilometres to the
west, and about two kilometres to the east there is
Capleton, another training stables. The owner there is
Lord Backwater, and the trainer is Silas Brown. There are
no other houses — just the hills of Dartmoor.’

I listened carefully. 1 wanted to remember it all
because Holmes does not like to say anything twice.

‘Now, ’ he said, ‘what happened on Monday night?
These papers came with Inspector Gregory’s letter. The
best thing is for you to read them, Watson. Then tell me
what you think.’

I took the papers from him, and began to read.
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2
Monday night at King’s Pyland

N otes by Inspector Gregory, after talking to Edith
Baxter, Ned Hunter, Mrs John Straker, and Mr Fitzroy
Simpson

On Monday evening Straker locked the stables at nine
o'clock, the usual time. Two of the boys then walked up to
the trainer's house for their dinner, but the third boy, Ned
Hunter, stayed in the stables to watch the horses. At five
past nine, the Strakers' servant, a girl called Edith Baxter,
carried Ned Hunter’'s dinner down to the stables. The dinner
that night was a hot meat curry.

Edith was nearly at the stables when a man called out to
her. He came up to her, and she saw a tall man in a grey suit
and a hat, and a red and black scarf. He carried a big
walking stick, and Edith felt afraid of him.

‘Where am 1?' the man asked. ‘What is this place?’

'This is King’s Pyland training stables, ' she said.

‘Good! ' said the man. ‘Now, a stable boy sleeps here
every night — is that right? And | think you're taking his
dinner to him now.’ He ook an envelope out of his pocket.
‘Please give the boy this, and you can have some money for
a beautiful new dress. '

Edith did not take the envelope. She ran past the man to

10
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curry n. a dish of meat,
vegetables, etc. s cooked in
a sauce of hot-tasting

spices, usu. served with

rice WIMBSEH
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the stables and up to a small open window. She always put
the boy's dinner through this window, and Ned Hunter was
there, ready to take it.

‘Oh Ned!’ Edith cried, but before she could say any
more, the stranger came up behind her.

‘Good evening, ' he said through the window to the
boy. ‘I want to talk to you. '

‘Who are you? What do you want?’ Ned Hunter said.

‘| want to make you rich, boy, ' the stranger said. ‘You
help me, and | help you. You have two horses in for the
Wessex Cup — Silver Blaze and Bayard. | hear that Bayard
is the better horse, and that you stable boys are putting your
bets on him to win. Am | right?’

"I'm not saying anything! "’ cried Ned Hunter. ‘We don’t
talk about our horses at King's Pyland, so get out! I'm
getting the dog now!’

Ned ran across the stables to get the dog, and Edith
began to run back to the house. But she looked back after
about thirty metres, and saw the man at the little window,
with his head and one arm inside the room.

Edith ran on, and a minute later, Ned came out of the
building and locked the door behind him. He ran all round the
stables with the dog, but the man was gone.

Ned Hunter told the trainer and the other boys about the
stranger, but no one saw him again.

The next thing happened at one o'clock in the morning

12



