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There are four main kinds of salmon. One is the chinook. A big one
can weigh 100 or more pounds. A fish like this could snap your rod.
Second, there’s the sockeye. It weighs about five pounds. Its flesh
is deep red. This is the most important commercial salmon. It yields
the highest dollar value. Pink salmon are the smallest. They weigh
abour three to seven pounds. Most pinks have a delicate flavor and are
primarily caught for canning. Fourth is the coho. Its flesh is medium
red. Coho usually weigh about nine pounds, but if they stay out at sea
longer they can weigh up to 25 pounds.
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Most people traveled the Oregon Trail by covered wagon. Inside the
wagon were all their possessions. Women and children usually rode and
slept in there. Wagons had canvas tops. These were soaked in oil, which
made them rainproof. Usually oxen pulled the wagons. People brought
these animals along to plow their new farms. But the oxen couldn’t
climb well. They had to be pushed up mountain passes. Often wagons
got stuck in the mud. Then people would have to lighten the wagons.
Sometimes this meant throwing out possessions. If there was no bridge
across a river, the oxen had to drag the wagons through the water.
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The moon circles Earth on the average of once every 29 days. Its orbit
around Earth is not circular; it is more of an oval. So the moon’s distance

from Earth can vary quite a bit. Sometimes it is about 250,000 miles from
Earth. Other times it is only 220,000 miles away.
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The Amazon is the mightiest river for this reason. It discharges the
greatest amount of water. More water flows out to sea than from the
Nile, Mississippi, and Yangtze rivers combined. Thart’s a lot of fresh
water! The force of its current is great too. The current can be seen 200
miles out in the sea. Here’s a story to show the Amazon’s amazing cur-
rent. A sailing ship was far out of sight of Brazil. It ran out of drinking
water. A passing ship drew alongside. The captain of the first ship
asked for water. The caprain of the second ship said, “Just dip your
buckets over the side.”
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The groundhog is a native American. It is found in most states east
of the Rockies. It may also appear as far north as Alaska. It is hated by
farmers. The groundhog eats a third of its weight in a day. What an
enormous appetite! It may eat about a half-ton of alfalfa in a summer.
So 10 chucks in a big field would eat five tons.
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Odd as it sounds, orange growers use ice to fight freezing! Some
spray their crops with water on a freezing night. The water freezes
quickly, and then a strange thing happens. As long as ice stays wet, it
can’t get colder than 32 degrees Fahrenheit. Trees and oranges can
stand this temperature. If the ice ever became entirely frozen and dry,
it might drop many degrees and ruin the crop. The trick is to contin-
ually spray water on the ice. The spraying keeps the temperature from
going below 32 degrees even if the air is much colder. This strange kind
of “ice blanket” works only on plants strong enough to stand the
weight of frozen spray.
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The Children’s Crusade

The Fifth Crusade will live in history. It is truly an unforgettable
tragedy. This Crusade was better known as the Children’s Crusade. It took
place in 1212 and burned itself into the hearts, minds, memories, and
imaginations of almost all the people in Europe. People felt bad about it
for many years afterward. The reason for the long, lingering remorse might
be this. Why did the parents let their children go? The Holy Land was a
thousand miles away. It was held by hard-fighting Muslims. Did the par-
ents not foresee life-and-death hardships? Did they think some magic car-
pet would whisk their children to the Holy Land?

This crusade was made up of young boys and girls. Many of the chil-
dren were less than 12 years old. There were two armies. One army was
from France—the other was from Germany. Neither reached the Holy
Land. Almost no children ever returned to their homes.

‘What happened to most of the children? Many died of hunger. Many
died of cold weather. Fatigue took its toll, as did disease. It is a long march
to the Mediterranean Sea. Some marchers did reach the sea, but it was
stormy. Most children were drowned in overloaded ships. Some reached
the shore of Africa, but they were captured and sold as slaves.

1
ER HE
e =1 M 15
TN A ks 5
it e 1A B N s
a. The children’s Crusade led to the tragic death of many children.
i 15

[(XAERETHAES, EU—FRIENTRGHTZENER )

(1) Children’s Crusade, (2) many children, (3) tragic deaths. ]
b. Many children in the Crusade were not even 12 years old.
[XAwE AR sE I LERTX—ARET . ]
c. The death of young boys and girls is sad and unforgettable.

s
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