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Jingdezhen,
a city with kiln-fire burning a thousand years
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In China, a utensil baked from the clay acquired the same name
with the country: china. A little town in China acquired its name from
the reign title of an emperor: Jingde. The town symbolized china as well
as the country. China-china-Jingdezhen, a city with kiln fire burning for

a thousand years.



o=

+-

KA

=

s
%

i
-

' e i - .
Lt ks s B it - - v BRI . oyt
51 A e l".._!_'. Rl B L i e e #‘ rql:-li -
i " maghiew e e T ' P
: i e ui=r - - ey i . - =
|, T ' “ L] L] e
% ’ 2 - .

111111

= m
L
-
™
L
A

min

Jingdezhen
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- To feel the thousand-year porcelain culture and to listen to the footsteps of the thou-

sand vear journey of porcelain development

-
-
/ Porcelain Splendor
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The making of porcelain was among the first creation of human beings. When people mixed in a kiln water.
ind the wind, they waved goodbyve o savagery and embarked wowards civilization. Porcelain was a great inven

tion of the Chinese people. bearing on it the Chinese civilization o communicate with the v I, China. namesake

winitry, was the most pronounced calling card of the nation. and a device for peoj nalions W get o

s i universal language.porcelaim with its own charm conguered artists of ditferent sk
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In the course of the Chinese people making porcelain, Jingdezhen, with an unbroken his-
tory of porcelain making and inventions in the industry, best expressed the achievements of the
nation in the industry. lis products became royal utensils ever since Tang dynasty (618-907).
Throughout Song dynasty (960-1279) and Yuan dynasty (1206-1368), Jingdezhen porcelains
dominated royal porcelain utensils. During Ming( 1366-1644) and Qing( 1616-1911) dynasties,
Jingdezhen porcelains made great fames overseas, Each piece is a picture, a poem resounding in
the minds of its viewers. The city is telling people why Chinese porcelains manifested such

magical charms.
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Jingdeshen is at the border of the ancient Wu and Chu, a small basin surrounded by mountains. The Changjiang
River, originated in Mt. Huang, goes by the ¢ity to join the main river course via the Poyang Lake. History has it that
Xinping, the former name of Jingdezhen, began making porcelain in Han dynasty (206BC-220AD). It was called
Changnan or Taovang in Tang dynasty. In 1004, the first year of lingde.emperor Zhenzong's reign title of Song
dynasty. the place acquired its present name from the emperor’s title as a reward for its outstanding porcelain
making, In the 14th century, the middle pan of the Ming dynasty, official Kilns were set up in the place to make royal
porcelain ulensils, and the place became center of porcelain industry in the nation, and ever since the capital of

porcelain industry in China
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The history of porcelain making in Jingdezhen can be traced back to Han dynasty
206BC-220AD). 1700 years ago, when porcelain industry was initiating in China at
the end of Eastern Han. Jingdeshen was already a place with considerable porcelain

production.
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Blue glaze pot from the Five Dynasties
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Porcelain is made of water and clay. Yaolia place with plenty of clay and water, 15 a good place for porcelan industry., Tt
1% the orginating place of porcelain in the Warring States famous for being home to porcelain, tea and boundless forests over

2000 years ago. Remains of ancient kilns, clay mines and porcelain fragments are witnesses of the past splendor of Jingdezhen
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Dry slag protecting slope wall
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Ancient post road for porcelain trans-
portation
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Gacling used to be the major source of materials for
porcelain making, and the name “Kaolin™ has been commonly
used internationally in the clay mineralogy as the material
for porcelain making. The clay in Gaoling was excavated for
porcelain making since Yuan Dynasty, and Gaoling was the
major clay supplier for more than 200 years. Dozens of tablets,
pagodas, paths, mill-tailings and the elutriating pitches are
still reserved today. Heaps of snow-white mill-tailings make
a splendid scene. It is the Mecca for porcelain makers the

world over.
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Clay mine pitches in Gaoling
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A tablet from Gaoling with forbidden notice on it
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Dongbu Village is at the foot of the Gaoling Hill facing the river whose bank lay the

port; several forbidden tablets were set up there to prevent people from digging the clay. for it

was exhausted with constant excavation and had been set aside specially for the royal kilns.
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Water-powered trip-hammer to break down
magaterials in ancient time



