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Brief Introduction to The Artist Zhang Caiqin

Zhang Caigin (1901-1984), a well~known traditional Chinese artist, was born in Jiangjing county,
Sichuan province. He graduated from Shanghai Art Institute in 1925 where he acquired a profound
knowledge of both Chinese and Western art. As one of the representative Chinese artists of his time,
he was particularly skilled in painting flowers, birds, and bamboo. In order to trace his style, one must
look back to the art of Wu Changshou, Reng Bainian, Zheng Bandgiao and many famous artists of Song
Dynasty. While maintaining the tradition of Chinese painting, Zhang also employed some approaches
of Western art, which were evident in the paintings of bamboo in his later time. He painted from life
and emphasized realism. As a professional, rather than an “intellectual” artist, his art language is
succinct,polychromatic and full of beauty and vitality trying to transmit his positive mood to his
audience.

During the Second World War, Zhang was one of the sponsors and the elected executive of the
Sichuan Art Association(SAA) in Chengdu. He did a great deal of work in supporting the artists from
all the occupied territories who came to Sichuan seeking refuge. Taking 1942-1943 as an example, he
successfully organized 35 art exhibitions for the refugee artists in a year. The sale substantially relieved
these artists’ financial difficulties.

After liberation Zhang continued his art career by paintng and teaching. His paintings were
presented as gifts to Elizabeth I, the King of Great Britain, and Gustav XVI, the King of Sweden, by
Chinese state leaders when paying official visits to these countries. Besides paintings, his other

publications include “Introduction to Chinese Traditional Art” and “On Chinese Traditional Ari” .
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