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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF QUZHOU

Located in the western part of Zhejiang
Province, the City of Quzhou connects
with Fujian Province in the south,
neighbors Jiangxi Province in the west
and borders Anhui Province in the north;
and neighboring the three cities of
Hangzhou, Jinhua and Lishui in Zhejiang
Province, it has been reputed as a
“thoroughfare for four provinces” .With
an advantageous natural environment, it
is of hilly topography in its northern and
southern parts and basin in its central part.
Belonging to a subtropical monsoon
climate, it has four distinct seasons. With
a total area of 8,841 square km, the whole
city has a population of 2.455 million.

Quzhou has a long history. The archeological materials
show that there were ancestors living and multiplying
here as early as fifty to sixty thousand years ago; at the
end of the Spring and Autumn Period it was the land of
Gumie, belonged to State Chu in the Warring States
Period and was established as County Taimo by the Qin
Dynasty. The Eastern Han Dynasty set up County Xin'an
here in the third year of the Chuping Period
(192), which was the beginning for
Quzhou to has its city built. It was
established into Prefecture Xin'an in the
third year of the Yongding Period of the
Chen Dynasty (559) and into Prefecture
Quzhou in the fourth year of the Wude
Period of the Tang Dynasty (621); from
then on the city of Quzhou has been the
government seat of prefecture, district,
region and province in successive
dynasties. In the early Qing Dynasty, the
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place here was at the same time the seats of
Office Mansions of Governors in General
as well as the Jin-Qu-Yan Circuit Intendants
of both the Zhejiang and Fujian Provinces.
As a prefecture-level city now, Quzhou has
two districts (Kecheng District and Qujiang
District), one city (Jiangshan City) and
three counties (Longyou County,
Changshan County and Kaihua County)
under its jurisdiction.

The ancient city of Quzhou has a history of
over 1.800 years; embellished with city
walls, government office mansions, courier
posts, warehouses, bridges, rivers, drill
grounds, examination complex, academies
of classical learning, printing houses,
Buddhist and Taoist temples and nunneries inside and
around, it is famous for its nine towers, eight storied
chambers and thirteen halls, presenting a scene of
“locality full of landscape, and thousands of densely
populated marketplaces and streets” A well-known
military fortress, Quzhou has always been of the saying
that “to defend the East and West Zhejiang Province but
not Quzhou is to give up Zhejiang Province
to enemy, while to fight for the East and
West Zhejiang Province but not Quzhou is
give up life to enemy” .

A National-level historical and cultural city
of fame, Quzhou now has over 2,000 meters
of ancient city walls, six ancient city wall
gates, | bell tower and a basically intact
moat; one of the nationally only-two
Confucius Family Temples, the Southern
School Confucius Family Temple has now
been renovated anew; the haunts of the




three demons of Quzhou that are recorded in
the Strange Stories of Liaozhai are preserved
in their original intact scenery and style. At
the same time, the place has renovated in
succession the Zhao Bian Temple, Temple of
Zhou the King Xuanling, Heavenly Queen
Palace, Shennong Hall, Amitabha Monastery,
Academy of Classical Learning and other
cultural relic units under protection, to enable
the 35 important cultural relic points under
protection with the State Grade I cultural
relic unit under protection of the Southern
Song Confucius Family Temple as their core
to structure a pretty cultural landscape.

Rich in diversified resources in its territory,
Quzhou has over 30 kinds of minerals; and is at the top
of the list in Zhejiang Province in terms of land resources,
forest resources and water resources. Its animals and
plants are of multiple varieties, among which the rare
and precious tree varieties under the State protection
number to 24 kinds, while the rare and precious animals
over 30 species. Among the local farm sideline products
are Longding tea, Huyou pomelo, Penggan tangerine,
golden needle mushroom, kiwi fruit, white lotus, water
boiled bamboo shoots and white-feather black-bone
chickens that enjoy reputation both at home and abroad .

With abundant tourism resources, Quzhou has the
National-level spot of scenic and historical attraction of
Mount Jianglang, the National-level animal and plant
reserve Hill Gutian, the National-level geological park
Hill Sanqu, the National-level forest park Source of
River Qianjiang, the “world ninth wonder” Longyou
Stone Grotto, the world geological wonder Joint Stone
Pillar of Wuxi River and the first holy hill under heaven
of the Lord Guan Hill. Besides, there are also scenic
areas such as the Hill Qitian, Nine-dragon Lake, Three-
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tier Crag, Nianbadu Ancient Town,
Mount Fugai, Source Sanmenyuan,
Supreme Master Grotto and Xianxia
Pass.

Having been a land and waterway
communication hub since ancient
times, Quzhou has been the
passageway for Jiangsu Province,
Zhejiang Province and various places
in North China to pass through to
Jiangxi Province, Fujian Province and
the provinces in Southwest China
after the Tang and Song dynasties.
The Zhejiang-Jiangxi Railway
traverses the city area, by the
Hangzhou-Jinhua-Quzhou Expressway as well as State
and provincial highways it's possible to reach all the
parts of the country, and there are airlines opened to
Beijing, Shenzhen and Amoy.

Since the reform and opening up, Quzhou has got world-
shaking changes in its city construction and city
appearance and scenery: its urban area has been
expanded to 36.2 square km, and the classical garden
scenic spots of Doutan Park, Fushan Park, Riverside
Park, Century Park, Quhua Park, South Lake Park and
the Lotus Citizen Fitness Park have been newly built or
expanded in succession. The perfect combination of the
old city transformation and the ancient city protection
has made the city of Quzhou not only preserve its
historical cultural vein, but also to fill with strong
modern flavor. On coming in Quzhou, you will feel the
city's advancing with the time; when touring each of its
scenic areas, you will feel as if had been to fairylands.
South of the Yangtze River is fair! Zhejiang Province is
beautiful!! And Quzhou enables you to be in ecstasies
over it!!!
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The Plan of the Ancient City of Quzhou, the Ming Dynasty

T
m
&
4
>
®
m
o
m
—
_m




O HMAH oo

0 FORIX, R, s, AR -
W (11204E) , iR SCHEBOE MM, bR, KA
T S E RS, REAT AN, Jt-'l-vubﬂmusl I,
FHWET], WHKSET]: BRI 1Z LABREAT kA%
bRAM iR, MIEIL. N2 EKERL 2K
g, AR

PREFECTURE CITY OF QUZHOU
Sited in the urban area, it was built in the Tang Dynasty with its
prefecture seat and towers as well as city walls constructed against
the hill. The city was destroyed in the second year of the Xuanhe
Period of the Northern Song Dynasty (1120) when Fang La uprising
army captured it. The next year Gao Zhilin the Pre e Governor
reconstructed it with six gates opened, among which the west one is
Hangyuan Gate, by the alternative name of Chaojing Gate and the
popular name of Water Pavilion Gate; there are gate towers built on
all the city wall gates. The wall has deep moats on three sides around
it, with the western side facing the Qujiang River. Afterwards, it was

estroyed and renovated many times through successive dynasties to
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PREFECTURE HILL
Standing in the southeastern corner of the ancient city, it is the joint name of the two hills
of Lofty-Steep and Tortoise Peak. Northwest of the Tortoise Peak Hill, the Lofty-Steep
Hill is of towering crags. The Tortoise Peak Hill is like a tortoise in shape, with its head

rising and feet hanging down, closely connected with the Lofty-Steep Hill. From the Tang
Dynasty to the period of the Republic of China, the place here had been the seat of the

office ion of ve prefc es, regions and districts, so people call it the

Prefecture Hill out of habit.




