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If you can’t be a pine on the top of the hill,
Be a scrub in the valley—but be

The best little scrub by the side of the rill(«) i%);
Be a bush if you can’t be a tree.

If you can’t be a bush be a bit of the grass,

And some highway happier make;

If you can’t be a muskie(dt £ % &) then just be a bass—
But the liveliest bass in the lake!

We can’t all be captains we've get to be crew,
There's something for all of us here,

There's big work to do, and there'’s lesser to do,
And the task you musf@ is fhepecr

/

““““

If you'bon tbea htghwcy m 1ust
can’t be the sun be a star;

It isn't by size that you win or you fail—
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Arafat was born on August 24,1929,in Cairo,Egypt,though
he has often said he was born in Jerusalem ( Af % #{ 4 ) He was
the sixth of seven children of a Palestinian merchant and his wifea
member of a prominent( FM#&)) Arab family in Jerusalem.As a
‘boy,he spent a few years living with an uncle in Jerusalem,then
the capital of the British mandate( &4£4%.74 ) of Palestine.

After World War Il,the United Nations voted to divide
Palestine into Arab and Jewish states.Arab nations rejected the
plan,and on May 15,1948,the day after the Isracli state was
declared,Arab armies invaded.

Arafat had returned to Cairo in the 1940s and became
involved in the Palestinian cause smuggling (£ #.) arms into
Palestine before Israel’s defeat of the Arab states in the 1948 war.
It would be the first of three major wars against combined Arab
forces that Israel would win in the 20th century.

After the war,Arafat earned a degree in civil engineering at
what is now Cairo University.He worked for a time in Kuwait
as a contractor(IT#A).

In 1959,he and several Palestinian comrades founded a
group dedicated to waging guerrilla(# & FA ) war against Israel.
They named the organization Fatah,a reverse acronym( % 54 %3
5 ) of the Arabic for“Palestine National Liberation Movement”,
which by itself means*“conquest” Arafat was the
group’s chief.

Fatah achieved fame in the Arab world less than a decade
later. Arafat had set up his base for launching raids (# %) into
Israel at the village of Karama, Jordan. When Israel
counterattacked (& # ) in March 1968, Arafat urged his forces to
stand their ground.Fatah and Jordan lost about 150 men,while
about two dozen Israeli soldiers died.

or “opening”.

ﬁ* John Roby & Bonyshen
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Within a year of the battle,Arafat had become chairman of
the Palestine Liberation Organization( & $)#732 § b f# X 40 47),
and Fatah its main component.He was quoted at the time as
pledging to ramp (¥ 3¢ ) up the armed revolution and rejecting
any political settlement with Israel.
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The Arab League had prc\rious]y declared Arafat’s PLO the
only representative of the Palestinian people.After the speech,the
PLO was allowed to become

a permanent observer at the
United Nations,and the world body accepted the right of
Palestinians to self-determination.

By then,Arafat,his head wrapped in his trademark kaffiyeh,
had become symbolic of the Palestinian push for statehood.

In 1982 Israel went after Arafat and the PLO,invading war-
torn Lebanon (% €. 4 ) because the PLO was using it as a base
for deadly attacks on Israel.Israeli troops—led by then—Defense
Minister Ariel Sharon—pushed through South Lebanon all the
way to Beirut.

Israeli forces were able to drive Arafat and the PLO out of
Lebanon and Sharon,who is now the Israeli prime minister,later
told CNN he ordered Arafat’s assassination ( #& % )
during the Lebanon campaign.Arafat survived but he and the
PLO were forced to flee to Tunis( % J&H7).

Several vyears later,as Palestinians in Israeli occupied
territories staged a violent uprising independent of the PLO,
Arafat finally indicated that the PLO might be willing to
compromise (% # ). Ac a special assembly of the UN in Geneva
in 1988,Arafat renounced terrorism,acknowledged Israel’s right

13 times

to exist and declared an independent Palestinian state in Gaza(#w
7¥) and the West Bank.

As a spokesman for the plight of his people,Arafat played a
critical role in gaining international diplomatic support for his
cause.

1993 marked the high point for Arafat the diplomat when
he shook hands with Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin at the
White House to seal( % %) the Oslo(H 37 1) accords,granting
the Palestinians limited self-rule in the Israeli-occupied territories.

Six months laterhe made a triumphant return to Gaza after
a 27-year exile (7734 ).Shortly after,in 1994 he shared the Nobel
Peace Prize with Rabin and Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres.But not everyone accepted Arafat as a peacemaker.

OVERSEAS ENGLISH
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The early 1990s were also a high point in
Arafat’s private life.He married his wife,Suha,
more than 30 years his juniorin secret in

November 1991.Their daughter,Zahwa,was
born in 1995.
Yet despite his public and private

accomplishments,violence in the Middle East
never came to a complete halt (¥ ¥7).Attacks
3, and counterattacks by both sides continued.

The Oslo accords turned out to be the
zenith (77 &.) of Palestinian diplomacy under

Arafat.A 2000 meeting at Camp David between
Arafat,who had been elected president of the
new Palestinian Authority in 1996,and Isracli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak,ended without a
peace deal.

Accounts at the time said negotiations
snagged (% TLAF) over the sensitive issue of
Jerusalem,which both Palestinians and Israelis
claim as their capital.

By then,Arafat was no longer the sole
spokesman of the Palestinian people.Other
groups had gained prominence,most notably
Hamas,the that has claimed
responsibility for dozens of terror attacks against

organization

Israeli civilian and military targets. The group’s
prominence rose during the intifada( %)) of
the 1980s,a popular uprising that grew outside
of Arafat’s control.

Thousands have died “because this man
refused to make peace in the year 2000,"he
said. “He could’ve done it.He didn’t do it.The
cost has been horrendous( 14 69).”

Ken Stein,professor of Middle East
history and political at  Emory
University,said Arafat was never willing or

science

able to separate himself from the Palestinian
nationalist movement.

“He is probably typical of Arab leaders of
a certain age cohort(# % K FA) that came out
of the post-colonial period,”Stein said. “He
saw his struggle as a very parochial (% #9)
the broader
context of what was going on in the rest of
the world.”

In that sense,Arafat’s style of rule was ill-
suited( R4 #9) to negotiation,Stein said.“In
the negotiations,he sort of let everyone go
their own way but never gave anyone all the
information they needed to create a deal.”

one,and he didn’t put it in

After Camp David,Arafat was increasingly

OVERSFAS ENGLISH
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isolated from the peace process.Under pressure
from the United States,he ceded(# ) some
power over the Palestinian Authority’s day-to-
day workings and allowed a prime minister to
be appointed.

Twice in 2002 Israel besieged his West
Bank headquarters in Ramallah (43 %4%) in
response to an escalation(3§ X ) in Palestinian
terrorist attacks.

Arafat responded defiantly,saying said no
one in the Arab world would “surrender or
bow”to Israel.

“They either want to kill me,or capture
me,or expel (JBi%) me,” Arafat said,speaking
March 29,2002,by telephone to Al-Jazeera
television from his headquarters in Ramallah.
“I hope I will be a martyr(# &) in the Holy §
Land.I have chosen this path and if I fall,one
day a Palestinian child will raise the Palestinian.
flag above - our mosques ( # & ¥ ) ;

churches.” ;

and

One more attempt at brokering peace
came during this time,when the United States,
Russia,the  European and United
Nations created what diplomats described as a

Union

“road map”for peace.The plan called for |
Arafat’s dream of a Palestinian state by 2005.
But the plan stalled within months,in the face
of ongoing Palestinian attacks against Israeli !
civilians and Israeli incursions( A4 ).

In the year of his death Arafat’s world
had shrunk to the size of his compound in
Ramallah.The Palestinian leader feared exile
by Israel if he were to leave.

Meanwhile,Israel announced unilateral (¥
#1¢4) plans to pull out of Gaza and part of il
the West Bank, and rejected Palestinian
demands for the right for refugees to return to
former lands inside Israel. )

Even before Arafat’s death,there were
symbolic signs of change,like Arafat’s empty
chair at the executive meeting of the PLO. s
The two men who are now running the [
government—former Prime Minister Mahmoud
Abbas and the current Prime Minster Ahmed *
Qoreihave reputations as moderates. Activists
outside the Palestinian leadership were looking
at Arafat’s death as an opportunity to push for
reforms—open and accountable government, &
elections,and reforming of the Palestinian |
security services—that Arafat fought against for
years.
last addresses to the
Palestinian people,Arafat echoed themes that
harkened ( # %7 ) back over five decades.Israel 3
cannot gain security,he warned,until there is
an independent Palestinian homeland “free
from occupation free from
from the Israeli siege( B zr)."

In one of his

settlements, free
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. charisma( &3 77),and the singular identity that Yasser Arafat did.

w The one that comes the closest to «it and'is the most
popular if you look at the Palestinian polls is Marwan Barghouti,
who is right now in an Israeli jail.
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i3 Next for Pa‘es t

It has been mentioned the biggest challenge for the new
Palestinian leadership is to show unity.There is also the wild
card of Hamas—and Islamic Jihad (#147i& %)) How do all those
groups fit in to the process going forward?

According to so many of the analysts we have been talking
to,according to the leadership themselves and the actions that
they have been taking over the last nearly two weeks that
President Arafat was lying on his death bed in France and now
that he is actually passed,they
transition,that  post-Arafat 7 )
[ era with a so far united 93Wm'mé “’ 1908

; leadership. ) .
) They have gone over f‘
to Gaza,they have talked to |
representatives of Hamas
and others,they have talked
to the security institutions
over there and that is the |
message they have been

A N -

have been putting into place that

“I have come bearing
an olive branch and a
freedom fighter’s gun.Do
' not let the olive branch
fall from my hand.”
“Everyone has now
discovered who is the real
terrorist organization:It is
the Isracli military junta
(& H)  who are killing
- women and  children,
smashing  their  bones,
| killing pregnant women.
' You just have to look at
| television to see this.So
. now it is clear and
obvious who the terrorists

taking according to so
many people who have
been privy (AAA#) to :
those talks.

That’s  obviously a |
very big priority and a big |
prerogative (4¥4%) right §
| now.Many  people are
\ saying that what we've [
witnessed—certainly  over
today you saw the formal

“The battle for peace
' is the most difficult battle
' of our lives.”

“The peace process
| has begun.And the peace
train | must reach the
terminal because the forces for peace in the world will not allow
 the hands of the clock to be turned back to the times of calamity
().

i “Democracy is my power,is my strength,my strength for
| every Palestinian,for all time.”

transfer of power to the
people of the Palestine
Legislative Council as is |
stipulated (#%3E) in their |
basic law.
Basically that is the culmination of the procedures that both
\ Abu Mazen (Mahmoud Abbas) and Abu Ala (Ahmed Qorei)
and their teams have been putting into effect ever since Yasser
Arafat was airlifted on his last journey out of the Palestinian
[ territories back at the end of last month.
One of the big problems for the new leadership is that . . S
| whoever takes over from Yasser Arafat is the low popularity that ‘ i at.lon,my religions,the Christianity land. the Islam?and ran
some of these leaders enjoy.They don’t have the credibility that | "°° 8°1"8 toAbetray them.YouA have‘ B sexmidtisher V?th i
Yasser AciGbRid: ‘ | you are speaking.You are speaking with Yasser Arafat.
‘ “The daily Israeli aggression is offensive to our people,our

“I respect what I had mentioned and promised my people,

Regardless what you thought of Yasser Arafathe still AL 8 and holv g hich bel
embodied Palestinian statehood.Mahmoud Abbas,Ahmed Qorei | e e R, AR ZNG, IO sitEs e
really- s’ the minfls 6f many Palestinians Muslims and Christians.Our duty today,the duty of all of us is to

They: endbody a competer;r lea dershipA 'an d ey Bave dlsg continue the work that I started with my late partner Yitzhak

: . : Rabin,to protect the peac t Vi i
according to very,very many people,been right there with Yasser protec , peace ol tie! Biive' dnd' o dbntiingd tind
| complete that work.
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Dear Friends,
“Marriage” is one of the most complex
arrangements that exists in the modern world.lt is
common everywhere.It differs from country to country.
Within each country it takes different forms.No two
marriages are exactly alike.Some marriages are the
result of romantic courtships. Other marriages are
arranged by parents.Still others are set by tradition or
convenience.Most marriages are between a male and a
female,a husband and a wife.Recently,some marriages

are being sanctioned between two persons of the same

gender.These are referred to as “same sex marriages”.In

some societies,a man is allowed to be wed to more than
one woman at the same time.This is called“polygamy”.

In the western countries,marriage is generally
associated with love.It is assumed that a marriage takes
place when two persons love each other and wish to be
bound to each other by law.Parental consent may,or
may not,be required.There may be vast differences in
the ages of wedded persons.Very often they are of
similar ages.At times the groom may be much older
than his bride,and at times the reverse may be true.
Marriages may be secular or they may be religious.It is
not unusual for couples to have secular and religious
ceremonies performed at different times.  Some
ceremonies are simple, others are ornate. In America,
marriages must be sanctioned by the state in which the
marriage is performed.This is in order to give them
official recognition.

Religious marriage ceremonies vary considerably.
These are usually presided over by priests,ministers,
rabbis or imams or other religious leaders.It is a common
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practice for the wedded persons to take vows.A common
vow in American religious ceremonies derives from a
Book of Common Prayer written in 1549.This reads in
part: “To have and to hold,from this day forward,for
better or worse,for richer or poorer,in sickness or in
health,to love and to cherish,till death us do part.”

There are no experts on marriage even though
many persons pretend to be.ln America an entire
profession is devoted to “marriage counseling.”These
marriage counselors attempt to resolve differences that
may be disrupting a marriage. Sometimes they are
successful, sometimes not. It is not easy to prescribe a
basis for a successful marriage. Some romantic
relationships begin as early as the teenage years and
continue into marriage.Some of these marriages last
throughout life; others do not.

In America the divorce rate is high and keeps
climbing.At the present time about one half of all
marriages end in divorce. Because the subject of
“divorce”is relevant to so many persons,| have written
an entire column on it and will not repeat these
thoughts here.

To survive,a marriage
must be based on the.
mutual acceptance and
understanding.In fortunate
cases a marriage may also
have a strong physical or
romantic attraction. In
western cultures it is
common for marriages to
be based on a physical
or sexual attraction. This
attraction may  persist
long after the wedding,
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or it may dissipate over the years.If the intense emotional
attraction of the courtship period begins to weaken,
something more lasting should be able to take its place.
Success in marriage requires each partner to give dignity
and respect to the other.In many cases our expectations
are not realistic.We expect the same level of affection to
persist over many years.We do not allow for change.We
do not allow for differences that occur.No two persons
are alike.No two persons change at the same rate and in
the same direction.A loving relationship will accept
differences and even celebrate them in a happy
marriage.

One of the “mantras”which | offered in previous
columns might be appropriate to consider here.l
suggested that there are four five letter English words
that describe the basis for good living.These are:LEARN,
LAUGH,ENJOY,and SHARE. It might be useful to apply
these to a marital relationship. ‘

Learn.lt helps if two persons can share in the
learning process.This means learning more about each
other.It also means being open to the whole world of
learning.It means always wanting to extend each others’
knowledge and understanding.This requires open
communication between husband and wife.

Laugh.If we can laugh together we can avoid many
problems.It is especially good if we are able to laugh at
ourselves.This can relieve many tensions.| like to think
that“the family that laughs together,stays together.”

Enjoy.In some ways,we are what we enjoy.If
persons can enjoy the same thoughts and activities,they
find it easier to connect with each other.lt is when the
sources of enjoyment begin to differ that marital
relationships begin to wither.

Share.Perhaps the strongest basis for a marriage is
the ability to share with each other.This means sharing
experiences, ideas,visions, hopes,and emotions.Caring is
important,but sharing is even more important.

There is no complete prescription for a sound
marriage.Our societies have become more complicated,
and our personal relationships have also become more
complicated.Scientific and social changes tend to blur
many of the past distinctions between the genders.Open
societies offer more choices to individuals.Roles and
relationships are in constant change.All of these place
greater stress on marriages.| like to believe that
marriages have a better chance of survival if attention is
given to the five letter words mentioned above.

Everything in this column is based on my
observations of various marriages in America.Please let
me know how China is different.Thank you.

Respectfully yours,
Bob

Dear Bob, .

s |_am a shy and quarrelsome
Could you please help?

Best wishes,Wetroad (Yichang)
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ear Wetroad,
You describe yourself as being “shy” and |
also “quarrelsome” .These are an odd couple of
characteristics. Shyness can be overcome by
believing in yourself.Just keep saying that “I am
smart.l am beautiful.l am a good person.l am going to
listen to others.And | will share my thoughts with
others.” Just practice this and you will overcome
your shyness. By the way, shy people have
contributed much to this world.Shy people are often
the most attractive.

Being “quarrelsome’ is another story.we like
shy persons,but quarrelsome persons are usually not
very attractive.Have you asked yourself what is
important enough to quarrel over?

boy.l feel terrible.

N
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It is not
necessary to always agree with our friends,but we
can disagree without being disagreeable.Quarrelsome $
persons are generally negative persons.Negative
persons are usually not popular persons. 2
There is so much in life to be positive about.My
only suggestion is to look at the good in your friends. S
Instead of finding faults in their behavior or their N
conversations,try to find reasons to compliment 2
them.Try it. §
with warm regards and best wishes for many
happy relationships.
N
H
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OVERSEAS ENGLISH

wen though = English,French,Russian,Chinese

and Arabic |

constitute the five official languages in United Nations,English :

remains in fact the daily and common language for all
diplomats ‘from all over the world. ~Even though more than 30
languages are spoken within our company English remains the
working and common language for all of us.Without exaggeration,
our company is a true “United Nations”and to be a qualified

member of it and also to make us understand each other,we have
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no other alternative but to use IE.What does IE represent?It stands .

simply International English.Certainly \IE is not as perfect as
Queen’s English,but thanks to its diversity and particularity it has

become a most colourful and charming language,something that |
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many-thousands of men-and women share in common everyday,an |

unique- asset that makes other “uni-national” companies green with .

envy.

IE in a continuous improvement process
within the Asia Sales Business Unit

If our company is perceived as a small UN,its Asia Sales team '
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certainly represents a micro world of the UN.This micro world is |

composed of English,French,German,Dutch,Irish,Canadian, Japanese
and Chinese.Under the leadership of an English manager,our

everywhere,and furthermore is in a continuous improvement |

process within this team.Nevertheless,due to our different e((i;ilf;anon RSB A,
erent '

backgrounds,different  personalities,and in  particular

cultures,our multicultural team cannot avoid interesting language |
frictions while deferiding and improving its IE.The following -

anecdotes are recorded to let you share our pleasure in pursuing the |

continuous IE improvement process.
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“I will not bite your bullet! ”

As Busi;zess Manager in the Asia Sales Business Unit,] support
my team leader for administrative work.One of my tasks is to
provide the administration with all relevant information on ongoing
sales campaigns in our region.To accomplish this task,I shuttle !

TR K |
B

!

between the administration,my team leader and my team members. :

From time to time something interesting occurs.
One day;l. was requested to collect inputs on ongoing sales

campaigns from our team for the administration.Having collected
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the inputs,I pieced them together quickly and gave them to my '

English boss. “The first part of the work was easy.Great!”I .
congratulated myself. 3
Later on,my boss gave me back the corrected inputs phis his

own.Having pieced them together again,l returned the final version

to him. “The task has been finished,”] said to myself with great
satisfaction. :
“I should send it now.” suggested.
“No,let me have another look! "he insisted. (
The paper reappeared again in front of me,but new corrections
made me goggle.
“Have you reworked it?”] was astonished.
“Of course,l have touched it up”,he said to me proudly.
“Can/I send it when I update it again?”[ asked him warily.
“No,you should show me agam' “
“Show you again?”

“Absolutely! ”

Of course,new language touches were incorporated again into

the “final version”.As a precaution and for the fifth time,I went to '

see him and now quite sure of myself]I solemnly declared:
“Well,;now everything is perfect.l will»s.en& it.”
“No,you should show me again! ”
“Again?”I was stupefied.
“Yes,of course! "he replied triumphantly.

while the deadline was rapidly approaching.
Now fully convinced that my boss would be obliged to give

could finally challenge him:
“Hi,Boss,the deadline is almost reached.Your last and final
chance now! "I threw down the gauntlet mischievously.
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Following the above conversation,further touches were added |
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“No! I will not bite your bullet! "he replied in an obstinate :

tone and took up the gauntlet.

At the end he did‘nqt bite my bullet.Light-hearted,he went ; i
| SEE EPRIOER AR PR E —E | —EE

tilrough the IE improveméﬁt process again until the last minute

some slight regret!
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before the publication of our final inputs,but probably still with .
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Brave Heart

Wallace: Sons of Scotland, |
am William Wallace.

Young soldier: William
Wallace is 7 feet tall.

Wallace: Yes, I've heard.
Kills men by the hundreds, and if he were here he’'d
consume the English with fireballs from his eyes and
bolts of lightning from his ears, | am William Wallace.
And | see a whole army of my countrymen here in
defiance of tyranny. You have come to fight as free
men, and free men you are. What would you do
without freedom? Will you fight?

Veteran soldier: Fight? Against that? No, we will run;
and we will live.

Wallace: Aye, fight and you may die. Run and you'll
live—at least a while. And dying in your beds many
years from now, would you be willing to trade all the
days from this day to that for one chance, just one
chance to come ‘back here and tell our enemies that
they may take our lives, but they’ll never take our
freedom.

Wallace and Soldiers: Alba gu bra!

(Scotland forever! )
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Independence Day

In less than an hour, aircraft from here will join
others from around the world.And you will be
launching the largest aerial battle in this history of
mankind.

Mankind—that word should have new meaning
for all of us today.

We can’t be consumed by our petty differences
anymore.

We will be united in our common interests.
Perhaps its fate that today is the 4th of July;and

you will once again be
fighting for our freedom,
not  from  tyranny,
oppression,or persecution—
but from annihilation.

We're fighting for our
L right to live, to exist.

And should we win
the day, the 4th of July will
no longer be known as an
American holiday, but as
the day when the world

declared in one voice —
We will not go
quietly into the night.
We will not vanish
without a fight.
We're going to live on.
We're going to survive.
Today, we celebrate
our Independence Day!
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