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¢17 Lead-in Questions

1. Who is Darwin? What is he famous for?
2., Have you ever heard the term “the law of the jungle”? What does it mean?

3. What does “the survival of the fittest” mean? Is it still the case as far as human’s society is
concerned? ’

‘“ Word Warming-up

Directions: All the italicized words or phrases in the sentences below are taken from the following
text. Use the context provided to determine their meanings .

( ) 1. The developmental history of the society tells us that man has evolved from the ape.

A. involved B. developed C. solved D. resolved
( ) 2. The government decided to exploit the water power and solar energy.

A. produce B. explode C. expose D. use
( ) 3. It is known to all that war often drains a country’s economy.

A. depletes B. practices C. develops D. prospers
(") 4. He put forward a new theory by the synthesis of several earlier theories. '

A. sympathy B. combination C. syndrome D. understanding
( ) 5. Her refusal to conform to the normal social conventions made her unpopular-.

A. keep to B. turn to C. confront with D. contribute to
( ) 6. Racial prejudice may generate hatred.

A. comfort B. relieve C. cause D. erase

( ) 7. The professor was besieged with questions from his students.

A. satisfied B. angered C. overwhelmed D. disappointed
( ) 8. He was grave when he told them about the bankruptcy of his business.

A. jealous B. brave C. gracious D. serious
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Text

Applying Fittest Survival to Human Society
g Darwin is basnca!ly right, though oniy to some extent, that specues and lndlvichals oompete, fight,
- and kill, and that survival belongs to the fittest. This is one of the most :mportant mechmlsms €1
by which life evolves 27 and maintains its quality. As the human socrety builds upon and is an
extension of the ecosystem (37, does it mean that for the human soctety to work well, man must
apply this mechanism to her/his society also, say, let those who are not skillful enough to land a job
starve to death? 7 k :

=it

2 We may be enlightened with respect to this question through the examination d‘f'evdlu‘tloh‘ﬁ Jinan
ecosystem in_comparison with the human history. Taking the maritime ¢°J swamp land as an
example, the mangrove (6’ species kandelia candel competes suooessfully over other ‘mangrove
species and dominates the area chiefly through the evoiutlon of droppers that other specles do not
have. The seeds of kandel:a candel grow mto seedllngs mstde the dmppers befqu? Ieavmg their
mother plant body and when the droppers still hang on the branches of their mother plant The
dropper s shape is like a pen, with a sharp and heav:er Iower end. So when it npens, it drops and
inserts itself together with the seedling into the mud below. As a result the seedlm can;g;et hold of
the ground, start to tap the much fresher water under the m surtaee This gdapﬂve L7 3 evolution
of droppers enables kandeha candel to have a much grea,__ suooeseﬁ:l ratf §ee§isof other
mangrove species just find it difficult to locate a suitable site for them to grow

3. . When it is the industrial soc:ety that dommates a place, |t agways explolts E33 reeouroes from the

land drains €93 out nutrients 1) from the soil and plays environmental ha\mc an to tt)e place as

. result of stupid human intelligence and selﬂsh h;man an pulation c123 But When the mangrove
dominates a mudflat (133, millions of nature-evolved oomplex mechanisms come tqgether with it.

taps water, minerals from the mud and then let them combine with carbon dloxide in the air to form

the building materials of its plant body first through the process of photosynthesis (147 and then

through the synthesis (15) of various organic matters. The effect ends up_providing much better

(1) mechanism /'mekenzam/ n. working parts of a machine, an organism or system, etc. HLHEEE ; HLH; DL

C23] evolve /i'volv/ vt. develop or achieve gradually Z#i % JBERSE R ; (EW22) ¥4k

C3J ecosystem /'iksuisistom/ n. an ecological community together with its environment, functioning as a unit 475 R4

L4737 evolution /irve'lufan/ n. gradual development Z#fH) % J& ; (A= 412%) 4k,

(5] maritime /'meertarm/ n. of or relating to the sea, marine shipping or navigation (4 3€) ¥ ; MEALH; TS K

(6] mangrove /'meeggravv/ n. (H5#)) IRk

C7J adaptive /o'deeptv/ adj. tending to, or having a capacity for adaptation fiiin F; AEMAE B adaptive evolution 3& R #E4L,

(87 exploit /iks'plot/ vt. use, to work or develop fully F % ; FF %

C9J drain /drem/ vt. to deplete gradually, especially to the point of complete exhaustion #&/3; ZHFER, LB HEEE TSNS

C10J nutrient /'jutrient/ n. a source of nourishment, especially a nourishing ingredient in a food # % f; # 3% adj. providing
nourishment & & 3£/

C11]) havoc /'heevak/ n. widespread destruction; devastation 3t Fl (9 BEER ; ¥t

(12] manipulation /monipju'lerfan/ n. the act or practice of operation WAEAT ek se ik

(13) mudflat /'madfleet/ n. muddy land covered by the sea at high tide Jg

(143 photosynthesis //fautau'smisis/ n. Y4 VEH

(15]  synthesis /'sm@rsis/ n. combining of separate parts, elements to form a complex whole ZE4; & 1
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and more diverse living environment for more land, water and air species to dwell in, even for other
competing mangrove species.

4 When different raoes of man compete to dommate the earth the end result is oompletely opposite in

A sense Oneofthemeanstheyevolvearemorearﬂmrepowerful weapons someofrunan races

: also evoive droppers, but Me droppers are droppers of nuclear bonbs whach are all life
destructlve when used

s ‘Ammals never burn up a forest or practice ﬂghting skill twelve hours a day m order to defeat their
oompetitors' they just let Nature cut out the weaker or less fortunate portion of the species, or their
specces simpiy camot survwe in the first plaoe

6 On the oontrary, men can work round the clock, and exhaust all the natural resources just to defeat
their enemles whether military or oommercnal as we can all see in our modern societies. Such
pr‘actiee gehemtes (163 quite grave problems First, it pushes hurmn activities into a very narrow
goal of &?ea‘tmg their mmies mrhtarﬂy as well as eoonomically Second all the available time,

& 'mﬂe is Ieﬁ‘ tc other acﬁvutnes so near#y all men suffer very much m the process and countless new

pfobiems besfege an modem socnettec Third, as all participants input as much time, energy and

 resources as'can be exp!o:ted by them, most of these inputs are wasted Such effof‘t creates a lot of
Xwaste and exhausts al% resouroec as a reeutt :

T We shoutd also wew how man should oonform (18 to Nature in such a way that man has to compete
T s(:rvivai In f‘aot this is ‘Natbre 's way of telhng man how to ‘act. If only man oould listen to the
“memai gu(ﬁnoe both man and the eoosystem could live much ieppier So, makmg the human
: society Darwi‘nisﬁc is noi oénfomﬁng to Nature bwt hvmg in peace both mmfarily and eoonomocally

o w‘ith othermén :s i

A Phrases to Learn

e m%%%%%%%%ww%v%%%%%%%%%

(711 words. Suggested time for reading: 7 min. 30 sec.)

apply ... to: put to or adapt for a special use {T------ T

with respect to. with regard to, about, concerning XF; £ F

in comparison with: compared with «««+-- &

get hold of: take hold of, have and keep in one’s grasp #f:; 123

end up: reach or come to a certain place, state or action, especially by a lengthy route or
process &1 ; |3k kit 2

- dwell in: live in, exist in a given place or state JEfl; 78— b & SR A FAEAE

%%%%‘%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

i

(o2}

V\%\%\%\,.V\%\%\%\,.V\%\%\,,
SIE e S U P T

(16] generate /'dzenarett/ vt. to produce, cause to exist or occur =4 ; 5|i ; §3
(17] besiege /bi'sids/ vt. to surround. crowd around; overwhelm [ ; &t
(18] conform /ken'form/ vi. to act in accordance with current customs or modes #F&; i)
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%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

7. cut out: remove; take the place of;; supplant & ; Buft; Hedrd §
8. as a result: consequently, therefore %55 ; Mfi

g

5
|

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%w

Notes

M%%%%%‘%% %%Wv%%%‘%%%%‘%%

1. Darwin (Para. 1): Charles Robert Darwin was born on February 12, 1809 in Shrewsbury,

England. He was the British naturalist who became famous for his theories of evolution and
( natural selection. Like several scientists before him, Darwin believed all the lives on earth
é; evolved (developed gradually) over millions of years from a few common ancestors. Darwin’s

N

theory of evolutionary selection holds that variation within species occurs randomly and that
§ the survival or extinction of each organism is determined by that organism’s ability to adapt to
its environment. He set these theories forth in his book The Origin of Species.

) 2. As the human society ... starve to death? (Para.1): As human society is based on and is an
extension of the ecosystem and has to keep developing, does it mean that man can blindly
J apply the mechanism of it to his/her society, for instance, to make the less skilled jobless and
starve to death?

W

: the maritime swamp land (Para. 2): #§3/1{8#% kandelia candel (Para.2) . #kiitt droppers
S (Para.2) . BRIE

Sé 4. Seeds of other mangrove ... to grow. (Para.2). It is difficult for seeds of other mangrove
)

species to find a suitable place and grow from there.
5. organic matters (Para. 3) : matters of, relating to, or derived from living organisms & L4
) 6. One of the means they evolve ... when used. (Para.4): In competition man also work out

AN

droppers totally different from that of kandelia candel. Kandelia candels evolve droppers just
to seek greater rate to live, while men make droppers of nuclear weapons to destroy all the

lives.

7. They just let Nature . .. in the first place. (Para.5): They (animals) just let Nature clear up
the weaker or the less fortunate part of their species; otherwise they will be first of all faced
with the problem of survival.

8. Darwinistic (Para. 7). of Darwinism, or of the theory “survival of the fittest” 54 35/K3C %
X

S5 U O

s
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%W

)

é\%\/-%%%%%%“\% AN AN A LA A LA AR R e N S U R R LR

‘T Questions

Directions: Answer the following questions according to the information you get from the text .
1. Does the author totally agree with Darwin? Why?
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2. What is compared with human society in this passage?
3. In what way does an industrial society do harm to the environment?
4. Do any animals or plants do damage to the nature?

5. What do you suggest human being to do in order to conform to the nature and environment?

£I¥ True or False Questions

V:{!ﬂ’e 4

Directions: Decide whether each of the following statements is true (T) or false (F) according to the

text.
( ) 1. Human society has little to do with the ecosystem.
( ) 2. In order to make clear the question whether man must apply the mechanism of ecosystem to

human society, an examination of evolution in the ecosystem in comparison with the
human history is needed.

( ) 3. Kandelia candel is one kind of the mangrove species.

( ) 4. The droppers evolved by Nature and by human races are the same in shape and function.

( ) 5. Both man and animals practice killing twelve hours a day to defeat their competitors.

( ) 6. Men exhaust all the natural resources just to defeat their enemies commercially in our
modern societies. ;

( ) 7. Competition does generate some serious social and environmental problems today.

( ) 8. To live in peace militarily and economically with each other, man can learn a lot from
the nature.

¢l Multiple Choice

Directions: Choose the best answer to each of the following statements.
( ) 1. This “mechanism” in the last sentence of the first paragraph refers to
A. the extension of the ecosystem
B. the survival of the fittest
C. the maintenance of life’s quality
D. the evolution of life
( ) 2. The evolution of the mangrove species is described to .
A. illustrate the similarities of human society to the natural world
B. provide a contrastive example to the development of human society
C. explain how Nature ruthlessly get rid of the weaker species
D. how plants evolve to maintain their quality of life
( ) 3. The key difference between human and plant competition for survival is that
A. the aim of the latter is not to get resources
B. the former is unnecessarily more complicated than the latter
C. the latter has evolved some more complex mechanisms
D. the latter makes the environment more habitable
( ) 4. According to the passage, all of the following will result from human competition
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EXCEPT
A. a waste of human and natural resources
B. economic dominance over the competitors
C. constant creation of social problems
D. formation of an even more complex society
( ) 5. To learn lessons from Nature, the author advocates that human should
A. make the human society more Darwinistic
B. make peace with every other species in Nature
C. make the environment better for fellow beings
D. protect the environment they find themselves in

Words Used Alive

Directions: Choose the correct word form to fit into each of the following sentences. Use appropriate
verb tenses, singular or plural forms for nouns and passive voice where necessary .
1. extend, extension, extensive, extent, extensively
A. The students dislike the of the term at will.
Jennie came forward, her hand and blushing.
The river flooded areas and caused damages in the countryside.
. He had read and had assimilated his reading.
If a material is stretched, the larger the force is, the longer the will be.
The tourist season from May till October.
. The of the forest was unknown to the settlers.
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' 2. dominate, domination, dominant, dominance

. She has becn under the of her father since childhood.

My elder brother had a very nature; we all did what he wanted.
Even as a child he showed an inclination to over the other children.
The governing party won the absolute in the election.

moow»

Money, and not morality nor virtue, seem to this society.
3. diverse, diversity, diversify, divert, diversion |
A. The wild life in Africa is extremely
My sister and I have ideas on how to raise children.
of opinions makes for an interesting discussion.

Cow

He had fixed on his target for the next two months. Nobody and nothing would
him from this.

o

The magician’s talk creates a of attention so that people do not see how he does his
tricks.

F. How can we her thought from her deep thinking.

G. A wise investor is careful to his holdings.
4. compete, competition, competitive, competitor

A. Because there is so much unemployment, the for jobs is very fierce.

B. The children against each other to reach the other end of the pool.

C. Sales representative is a highly post.

D. A is one who competes with another, as in sports or business.




