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Architectural design assignment | for Grade Two
Coffee house, teahouse and network café

The course is designed to make
students develop abilities to organize
relatively complex small-scaled public
buildings within a limited ground in a busy
urban commercial street, as well as
develop abilities to design and create. The
course is focus on learning interior design,
trainings of spatial awareness and design,
interface design on the basis of spatial
design, furniture layout and decoration,
light and color design, creation full of
special and characteristic dining
environment and atmosphere.
Meanwhile, students are required to
understand peopleis behavior psychology
and the relation between furniture and
human yardstick.

Procedure

The eight-week design course (with
the National Holiday out, there are in fact
only 7 weeks, 49 periods in total) is divided
into four phases:

1. Rapid design and the first draft:
three weeks in all

The students are expected to gain some
relatively concrete understandings about
the design, through lectures on design
theories and methods of coffee houses,
teahouses and network cafees and
analysis of outstanding cases by
teachers. Then there will be a weekis
rapid design, which can train studentsi
overall design ability to grasp the main
conflicts and ignore the less important
details within a short time. In order to
make students master the basic working
method’s learning architectural design
from books and develop the capability to
finish a design by their own, no guidance
will be available during the rapid design.
A group appraisal session will be
organized when the rapid design is
finished. In this way, students can learn

I . Design Instructions

Objective

how to analyze and evaluate design
projects. Besides, they can also expand
their thoughts and develop oral abilities
through exchanging design schemes.
During this period, the following issues will
be addressed:

1) The characteristics of crack like
dining buildings in a commercial street.
Students are expected to develop the
ability to deal with the overall layout within
a limited area (the position of the main
entrance, the organization of pedestrian
and good traffic, the connection between
guest area and other parts), as well as
dealing with lighting and ventilation
design. The dinning buildings are
supposed to be independent of adjacent
buildings, with a distance of 10
centimeters between two walls.

2) The key point is the interior spatial
design of guests used areas. Working
models are recommended to conceive
design projects and preliminarily create
interior environment and architecture
styles.

3) To choose the best one through
analysis and selection.

4) Students are required to work out
1:100 two dimensional, three dimensional
and section maps with hands or rulers.
2. The second draft phase: two
and a half weeks (including the
National Holiday)

By this time, students will have gained
preliminary experience with design
theories and methods through rapid
design and appraisal, and known the
virtues and defects of their own design
project. If the design works well, they can
continue to enrich and perfect their
projects, meet various function
requirements, confirm the spatial forms
and styles, and refine the street frontages.

In case the fundamental conception is not
ideal, they should design again before
deepening their original projects. During
this period, the students should
investigate one or two middle or high-end
coffee houses, teahouses or network
cafes to strengthen their perceptual
knowledge. The following topics will be
covered during this period:

1) The design of cafee houses, net
bars and teahouses should have a good
spatial conception, and found a firm
foundation for further spatial
environmental design. To confirm
architectural styles and the frontage forms
should be characterized with special
features.

2) Planar layout should be reasonable
and different, and using demands should
also be met. Such as:

A) Traffic organization: whether the
traffic flow entering main space from the
entrance hall is organized in a reasonable
way. Whether the stairs are arranged in
proper positions? Whether the guest
areas are convenient for service?
Whether the organization of logistics is
reasonable?

B) Whether the relationship between
guest areas and service areas is
reasonable? Whether it is easy and
convenient for counters to communicate
with the making, service, sanitary
departments or warehouses?

C) How to solve the lighting or
ventilation problems in crack like areas.

D) Whether the structural column
network and spans are reasonable?
Whether the main sustaining structures
of the upper and lower floors are aligned?

E) The space design of the
environment (green belts, little gadgets,
grasslands) and courtyard at the entrance



