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ABSTRACT

This article is mainly about the NI — HUA — BEN novel collection
originated and published during the one hundred years of Ming and Qing
period between TianQi (1621) to Kangxi (1722).

The late — born name of the NI - HUA ~ BEN and its different inter-
pretations make it difficult to be studied. On the basis of document, this
article discusses its definition, objectively grasping its principal text char-
acteristics by describing it in chronology. The first chapter takes a glance
at the state of the studies on it for the hundreds of years.

The second chapter discusses the historical environment of its origin,
thinking that its rapid prosperity closely related to the cultural circum-
stances and the material condition ( for example the development of paper,
printing, publishing and so on) , apart from its preparation and accumula-
tion on culture.

The third chapter begins with the text analysis on NI - HUA ~ BEN,
which discusses in detail its coexist structure and its chronological — evo-
lution. After outlined its basic systematic features, this chapter divides
this kind of novels into three periods, discusses the evolution of the whole
from beginning to the end, and points out that the style has been develop-
ing since its very beginning, in which the system changes very flexibly.
Evolution law of the NI - HUA - BEN and its causes are also analyzed in
this chapter.
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The fourth chapter is an analysis on narration in which the narrative
subject and its characteristics are discussed, thinking that though the nar-
rative subject is not only the story — teller, but he is the most active nar-
rator in publicity and in authority. Some narrative strategies of NI - HUA
— BEN are characteristic and valuable, such as rhetoric strategy in ficti-
tious circumstances, subjection in narrative sound, formalization in narra-
tive pattern, the features with ideas first and the subject pre — location
and its flexible narrative angles, and etc. , which have left valuable
wealth for the narrative literary works of later generations.

The fifth chapter tries to introduce the concept of “Christmas” imag-
ine from sociology analyzing the cultural importance of the characters. Af-
ter analyzing the “Christmas” imagines of merchants, females as the most
common models, interprets the features, the causes of the ideal personali-
ty and its cultural meaning therein.

The sixth chapter discusses the value intention and the aesthetic
judgment of NI - HUA - BEN, analyzes its value subject, value object
and value media and tries to testify the combination between the value
intention of NI - HUA — BEN and the aesthetic judgment of the readers is
one criterion in popular literature evolution.

Seeing that NI — HUA — BEN being a pattern in literature between
the refined (poem as the main style and the highly educated as the
object) and the popular (folk telling as the main style and the illiterate
and the beginners in the country as the object) has its special cultural
characteristics, from which more cultural contains can be excavated.
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