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Introduction

An abstract of The Notes on the Forest:
| was a student of the Animal Languages
Department of the Languages University,
majoring in the tiger language and was
captured by tigers when | went on a prac-
tice trip to the forest and was detained in
their “zoo” . After some time, | became
as pure as the animals, so when | returned
to the human sphere to help the animals
with the matter of exchanging captives |
found | could hardly have much in common
with human beings:---




Zhou Rui, born in Nanjing in
1953, was once a farmer, sailor
and steel worker and is now an
editor with Shanghai People’s Fine
Arts Publishing House. His creation
is mainly in the field of fairy tales
and his monographs, amounting to
more than forty and winning him
more than sixty prizes at home and
abroad, include A Duck in Chicken
Feather. A Special Pass, Button No. 3,
The
Swatter, A Two — Third God and A

Mewing Cat. Among the prizes he

Red Heart Prince with a Fly
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has won are the First Prize for Youth
Literary Readers in the New Period, a
Prize for Fine Children’s Literature in
the second and third national selec-
tions, an Excellency Prize in the fairy
tales group in the 1992 solicitation for
contributions of youth stories and fairy
tales from both sides of the Taiwan
Straits, the Prize for the Best Chil-
dren’s Readers in Taiwans 1994

“Good Books for All” selection and
a prize for educational films at the
19th Annonsi International Cartoon
Films Festival, France.
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B T—=428iEX2 We, three students from
HoserE | EBSEfE, TR the University of Animal

Languages, set off for a big
forest. We felt both timid
and courageous at the same
time.
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MIETFNHIERANIZZI%, BE  speaking, animal language
Y 24, (BRAITRE I learners should go to the zoo

s - _, forpractice as there they can
FEIAG . SRR S 5] converse with animals safely

WLV, BAUEE. EM and conveniently. But my
W T EiE S, Mihtwidt pals and | thought one
should study animal lan-
guages precisely and thor-
oughly if he wanted to be an
outstanding animal worker.
But once animals were kept
in the zoo, their languages

-
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were no longer pure. | had
been learning the tiger lan-
guage, yet | would not like
to converse with a tiger in
the zoo as the tiger cage had
the leopard cage and the lion
cage as its neighbors. These
animals influenced each
other, so the tiger spoke
with a leopards and lion’s
accent. Furthermore, the
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animals in the zoo had little
knowledge and limited vo-
cabularies. This was partic-
ularly true of those born in
the zoo. Your guestions fell
on dear ears if you asked
themm how to pronounce
forest, spring or wild flow-
ers. They even did not know
what mushrooms are. Only
two vocabularies were left
with them; one used to
complain about the orange
peels or apple seeds that the
visitors kept throwing into
their cages and the other
used to urge the keepers to
come earlier to feed them.
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We wanted to come into
contact with animals, and
we promised ourselves we'd
do it. Besides my personal
necessities, | carried a solar
stove. © Wolf” {the nick-
name of my classmate who
was learning the wolf lan-
guage) carried lots of
canned food. ” Boar” (the
nickname of the one learning
the boar language) carried a
shotgun that could fire tran-
quilizer darts. We had taken
our safety into considera-
tion. Boar was a deadeye,
so we felt at ease with our
lives left in his care.

When the forest was not
far in front of us, we began
to pay attention to the vari-
ous kinds of footprints on
the muddy ground. We
were anxious to find our re-
spective subjects. Just at
that moment a few wild ani-
mals rushed out of the
woods.
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Not wolves, = Wolf
judged.

” Too big to be boars, ”
Boar said as he shook his
head.

Tigers!” | was so
pleased, “Three tigers!”

The three tigers also saw
us, and they began whis-
pering to each other. Then
the biggest one of the three
roared at his pals.

“ What did he say, Tiger
{my nickname)?” my two
classmates asked me.

| felt proud of being able to
use my professional knowl-
edge so soon, ~ Well, he
said, “Catch them! "~

“Then, let’s run quickly!”

“ Don't panic, “ | said, " I
do the talking, ~

But the tigers were already
pouncing on us.
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