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Preface

After having cast nine quadripots, Yu, the reputed founder
of the Xia Dynasty, divided his territory into nine districts.
Jiuquan around was in the west of the ancient Yong Prefecture.
Since new China’s having been built, scholars home and abroad
testified further according to the Shanhai Scripture and the
Biography of the Emperor Mu that the Qilian peaks group 30km
south of Jiuquan city was the cultural sources of Taoism—the
ancient Kunlun Divine Mountain and the Jade Mountain were
the central area of the Hsi Wang Mu regime of the tribes in the
border regions of ancient China, where also occurred the stories
of Houyi’ s shooting at the Sun, the Goddess Chang’ s Fly to
the Moon, the Emperor Mu’s Meeting Hsi Wang Mu and Miss
White’ s Stealing the Fairy Herbs. It was recorded in Zhanggui’ s
Biography in the Book on the Jin Dynasty that Hsi Wang Mu’s
stone room, which was carved and embedded with pearls like a
God palace, existed in the Qilian peaks in the period of Five
Liang. Reliable historical materials show that since the Shang
Dynasty or even earlier, people of Yuezhi, Wusun and Xiongnu
tribes herded their animals and fought with each other in the
area between Qilian and Dunhuang. It is not exaggerated that
Jiuquan is as good as other places in China in the depth of
human culture and thickness of history.

It was recorded that in the second year of Yuanshou of the
Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty (121B.C.), the army of the
General Huo Qubing occupied the right part of the Hun’s territory,
defeated that of Kunye and Xoutu kings. Jiuquan Prefecture
was thus built at first. It was just because of this that brought
about the famous Silk Road and made good preparations for the
birth of Mogao Grottoes which now is the world’s cultural
heritage.

With an area of 168 thousand square km, Jiuquan today
includes Suzhou district, Duhuang city, Yumen city, Anxi county,
Jinta county, the autonomous county of the Mongolians in Northern
Gansu and the autonomous county of the Kazaks in Arksai,
where sit the snow mountains, deserts, oases, pastures, lie the
famous rivers such as Heihe River (Ruoshui), Hongshui River
(the ancient Chishui River) and Danghe River. There, the
Yangguan Pass, Yumen Pass, Juyan Fort and the Suoyang

Town in the ancient Gua Prefecture attracted the poets Libai,
Wang Zhihuan and Chencan etc. There, the statues and frescoes
in Mogao Grottoes and Yulin Grottoes catch the eyes of the people
from all over the world. On the mountains, glaciers hanging,
clouds moving; in the yurts nearby the lakes, songs ringing. In
the nature protection zone, the diversiform—leaved poplars stand—
ing with their leaves painted with golden—yellow colour, also the
white swans, the snow cocks, the dotted deer, the snow leopards
and the opening Saussurea involucrate flowers. When you enter
the valley of the Hongshui River beneath the main Qilian peaks,
you may pick up a piece of Qilian jade or a rare Qilian snow—
water stone with the picture painted by the mountain God which
may value tens of thousand RMB. The Qilian snow—water stones
with pictures are rare ones which attract stone collectors from
many cities such as Beijing, Guangzhou, Lanzhou etc, and from
foreign countries such as the South Korea and Germany.

Since our country’ s reformation and opening to the outside
world, Jiuquan people march on with the time with the people of
the whole country. They have brought great changes to the city,
in which the modern new district appears brighter and fresher at
the foot of Qilian Mountains. Large stretches of the white wings of
the wind—driven generators rotating beside the No.312 highway
give a picture like in dreams. The most exciting is that in the first
years of this century the shuttles No.5 and No.6 flied into space
there with our hopes. Jiuquan now is famous in the world as the
China’s Flying Capital for being home town of Goddess Chang,
being a place where there are the famous frescoes of flying asparases,
being the site where the shuttles flied into space.

As an international touring city, Jiuquan is also a business and
trading center in the Hexi Corridor with a developed commerce,
where people living between Lanzhou and Wulumgi buy produc—
tion materials, daily necessities, especially parts of mobiles and
decorating materials.

In the spring of 2004, Jiuquan gained the fame of being “the
famous city in the western regions with the most flourishing
population” in the activity by the CCTV western channel.
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The Great Qilian Flying in the Air

Qilian Mountains

Qilian means sky in Huns’ language, so Qilian Mountains
were also called Tianshan Mountains (Mountains in the Sky)
in the Ilan and Tang Dynasties. Libai mentioned it in his
poem Guanshan Moon as this: Bright Moon Rising from
Tianshan Mountains, Cloud Sea Vast and Hazy:------ . In the
ancient times, Qilian was called Kunlun and thought to be the
God’s capital and the center of the heaven and earth, around
which the sun and moon rotated. There occurred many stories
such as Ilsi Wang Mu, Houyi and Goddess Chang.
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New District at the Foot of Snow Mountain
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