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The Essential Common Elements and Diverse
Individuality of Botanical Gardens

&% kg’
(1. BRI, B R 210014 2. JLxtH Y6, JLat 100093)
He Shan’an' Zhang Zuoshuang®
(1. Nanjing Botanical Garden Mem. Sun Yat-Sen, Nanjing 210014
2. Beijing Botanical Garden, Beijing 100093 )
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Abstract  Modern botanical gardens system based upon botanical science are a unique branch
formed during the process of development of the whole “garden” system in the world. Botanical gar-
dens have some essential elements in common, while each garden has its own unique features, its in-
dividuality. The functions of botanical gardens evolve with time and their common elements are influ-
enced by historical factors. Since the very beginning botanical gardens have emphasized on the use of
plant diversity. The earliest botanical gardens were affiliated with universities. Botanical gardens take
plant diversity as their core concern and integrate disciplines and domains of natural and social sci-
ences. Botanical gardens are institutions of public welfare, serving the people and providing the con-

ditions for survival of plants. The general concept of botanical gardens is: scientific content, artistic
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appearance and cultural demonstration. The difference between a botanical garden and a landscaped

land is that the botanical garden has relatively more conservation and scientific projects and pays more
attention to the collection of plant diversities as well as keeps more complete scientific records of the
living plant collection. The difference between a botanical garden and an agricultural , horticultural or
economic plant institutes is that the botanical garden emphasizes on groups of plant species different
from those researched by other institutes. It is a kind of cooperation among institutes on the research
of plant utilization. Botanical gardens study mainly wild plants. The diversity of botanical gardens o-
riginated from: (Ddifferent ecological conditions of the geographical regions, @different historical fac-
tors and background, @different cultures and feelings of nations and @different professional systems

to which they are affiliated.

Key word botanical garden; essential elements; diverse individuality
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On Operation of Botanical Gardens

=
(FEBERRAEYTIR TR REYE , B 650204)
Guan Kaiyun
( Kunming Botanical Garden, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Kunming 650204 )
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Abstract  Based on the analysis of the developmental history of botanical gardens both at home
and abroad, the author suggested that a botanical garden needed operation but not only management.
At the same time, the author also suggested that a botanical garden should have good collection of liv-
ing plants, beautiful landscape, knowledgeable scientists and technicians, special collections of plants
and garden designing, and persons with different abilities for the purpose of better development of a
botanical garden. Suggestions about how to operate a botanical garden were given in the article.

Key words botanic garden; operation; development
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