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XUEXI ZILIAO

Stories about Words

COMPUTER

Like many English words, this comes directly from Latin. The Latin
word “computer” means “to count” or “to caleulate” . Computer Science
is based on rapid and multiple calculations.

HOLIDAY

This is a cambination of the adjective “holy”, and the noun “day” .
In the Middle Ages, the Church declared certain days as holy. There were
festivities and religious ceremonies and no one worked.

INFLUENZA _

This is the full name for “flu”! It comes from the Italian word
“influenza” which means “influence” . It was first used in 1504 when an
epidemic of “flu” was attributed to the influence of the stars. Even today,
some scientists say that certain germs or microbes could come from outer
space!

JOURNEY

This is a slow transformation of the French word “joumée” . In the
Middle Ages, men often travelled from one town to another to work. Each
day, they went to a different town so “day” ‘began to mean “travelling” .

ROBOT

This word was invented by a Czech writer, Karel Capek, when he wrote
a play about men who worked like machines. He took the Czech word

“robomik”, which means “slave”, and made it shorter.
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1. Christmas Day

Probably no story in. all the world is told more often, in so many ways,
and in so many languages, as the story of the Nativity, the birth of Jesus
Christ. This is the story of Christmas which is celebrated on December 25.

The English name “Christmas” is a shortening of Christ and Mass. In
Latin the holiday is called Dies Natalis, the Birthday. Noél, the French
name for this day, is taken from the Latin word natalis .

Christmas is a wonderful time. At no other season is there so much ex-

citement in the air. Some of the ways in which Christmas is observed in our

country are very old and some are quite new. Qur houses shine with lights
and decorations hung with holly, ivy, evergreen boughs ( K #f &%), and
mistletoe ( ZF 4 #— FIVEZHE 2 1) . Before Christmas Day thousands and
thousands of cards go from friends to friends all over the earth carrving “Best
Wishes for a Merry Christmas! ”

To small children, Christmas means just one thing: Santa Claus is
coming! The Santa Claus we know can be traced on an early Christian. St.
Nicholas was the archbishop( K F#{) of Myra, an ancient town in Asia Mi-
nor. St. Nicholas was a kind and generous man who gave gifts to the poor
and especially to children.

The story of our modern Christmas tree lies deep in the past. The early
German people feared and hated the freezing winters. They believed that evil
spirits( B HHIHE R ) ran about during the dark days and long nights, trying
to kill every living thing. Most of the plants and trees and bushes seemed to
die, for their leaves dried and fell off, but the fragrant evergreens lived on.
Men came to believe that wherever these bushes or trees were, the life-
snatching spirits could not go—so they began to bring evergreens into their
homes.

Questions:

(1)Is “Christmas” taken from French word or Latin word?

(2)Why do people have evergreens in their homes?
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BRAPRE WL,

(1)We try our best to (B # )the living condition of people.

(2)When I was in trouble, all my friends o help.

(3)s cames after August but before October.

(4) The games in which the young men (% FE) were
difficult.

(5) He started his work without (%% I&) whether it would
bring him success. ,

(6)It was impossible to keep it s , since everyone knows it.

(7)Light, heat and electricity are different forms of e

(8)The number of milu deer is (&) every year.

(9)I didn’t (WA ) him until he took off his dark glasses.

(10)His ability to do the job is very | , so we have to help
him.

(11)The explorer(#H % ) told the children about his a in
the North Pole.

(12)With so many people communicating in English every day, it will
be more and more important to have a good k of
English.

(13)The (RZLH)of people seem to prefer watching games
to playing games.

(14)Our country (217 ) great hardships in 2003.

12

(15)Fujian Province is often s by typhoon in summer.

(16)She can hardly a to wait for another hour.

(17) I'll make an a to her for not attending her birthday
party.

(18)Social ¢ are different from country to country.

(19)I made a bad i on the professor by not handing in my

Paper on time.

(20)Most shops are open every day, Sunday i

(21) All governments pay attention to the protection of cultural
r like the Surmmer Palace.

(22)The town (£ 31) high among New England’s beauty
spots. '

(23)Movies are going down and television is t over in the
west.

(24)How many people have you (i) for the job?

(25)With the help of the soldiers, they finished the project
(B

L



