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Abstract

The study of literary phenomena from a cultural perspective is
certain to increase knowledge concerning the development of human
civilization. Idea pattern, value orientation, expressive manner,
mental process and emotional response of human beings exist in po-
etry and thereby act as the cultural subjects. As the representative
style of its age, the Song Ci Poetry reflected the cultural peculiarities
and features of the Song Dynasty. The study of the Song Ci Poetry
as it is positioned in and reflects the history of the Song Culture is
the rationale and purpose of this paper. The first chapter is an intro-
duction. A general understanding of the whole collection of Song Ci
Poetry which has been derived from both the traditional and contem-
porary analysis of Song Ci Poetry is presented. The author points
out a misguided approach by some scholars predisposed to Confucian
Thinking which has dominated for a long time. The criteria for val-
ue judgement in the studies of Song Ci Poetry, in contrast this
study must be placed upon both the cultural pattern of the common
people and the cultural atmosphere of the Song Dynasty if an com-
prehensive and authentic evaluation of the Song Ci Poetry is to be
carried out.

In the second chapter the author begins his analysis by examin-
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ing the influence on the life attitudes and value deviations of bureau-
crats as well as common people resulting from the Emperor’s inclina-
tion towards the new social trend to vulgarize the elite culture. A
look at the compromising policy of the royal court and pleasure seek-
ing tendencies of this age, together with the innovation in the royal
music, directly contribute to the opening up of a new vista of the de-
velopment and appreciation of the Song Ci Poetry. The tendency to
popularize and vulgarize the contemporary cultural conception of val-
ue thus defines and confirms for the so called “new voice”, poetry
the aesthetic values of “vulgarized personification, unruliness and ir-
regularity”. In chapter three the author points out the two long
standing contradictory literary and artistic values, ie, “Restraining
Desire by Morality ” and “Breaking Morality by Desire” . Due to
the communication and fluctuation between the upper elite and the
lower vernacular cultures, these emerged a convergence and integra-
tion of these two literary and artistic values, providing the Song Ci
Poetry with a cultural role completely different from the function of
traditional poetry and prose.

In the fourth chapter commands a full view of the situation of
women in the culture of the Song Dynasty. The author deems the
proliferation of “Delicate Lyrics” to be a cultural representation of
the evaluation of women’s social status and the new concept of wom-
en on the part of the whole society brought about by the upsurgence
of the common culture. Two aspects found in this culture account
for the new concept. One is the affirmation attitude of the male
world towards the humanistic value of the existence of women, re-
flecting in the admittance of the connection to their female compan-
ions in those lyrical songs written for the commemoration of a moan-
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ing over the fair sex. It is also seen in the compassion and humanis-
tic understanding of womenkind in those lyrical songs written for
prostitutes. The second is the women’s own recognition of their in-
dividual values and consciousness of personal independence, con-
firmed mainly by the appearance of a group of women lyric com-
posers.

The fifth chapter the author tries to carry out a new cultural il-
lustration of the relationship between the individual and objects by
analyzing the several commonly found themes. In the sixth chapter
the author takes advantage of the poetic feature of Sushi’s poetry and
the long term misrepresentation of his words to analyze the phenom-
ena of recovering the culture of the main stream and the gradual at-
tenuation of the popular culture. The author also points out this in-
fluence upon the characteristics of the Song Dynasty.

In the concluding seventh chapter the author proceeds two as-
pects of Song Ci Poetry that influence the cultural history of the Chi-
nese literature. First we can establish a system of poetic studies that
inquires about the meaning of stylistic evolution. Secondly we can
discern the approaching of cultural depth, the handing down the
banner showing concern for humanity in those Yuan Dramas and

novels in the Ming and Qing Dynasties.
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