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Yang Chunfeng

Chief supervisor of Yang Congfei Studio
Standing deputy chief editor of Series of
China Architecture Culture and Technology
Special senior editor of Architectural Cre-
ation Magazine published by Beijing Insti-
tute of Architectural Design and Research
Member of Experts Group of Beijing Mu-
nicipal Management Committee

Special color expert of China Region of NCS
Evaluation expert of International Environ-
ment Color Research Group

Senior architect and editor-in-charge of
Beijing Institute of Architectural Design
and Research

Graduated in 1967 from the Central Acad-
emy of Art and Design participated in
21 special researches, 300 or so special
designs in the past 30 years of design and
researches, awarded with 17 prizes, pub-
lished 7 collections of pictures in coopera-
tion with others. The present Collection of
China Contemporary Architecture Color
Drawings is based on Research and Appli-
cation of Color Drawings of Contemporary
Architecture, which was awarded the 2 nd
prize of Science and Technology of Beijing
Institute of Architectural Design and Re-
search in 1988. The collection has been en-
riched and compiled in content and is a re-
sult of combination of researches and arts.

Guo Hantu
Grade 8 painter of Beijing Institute of Ar-
chitectural Design and Research

Studied color paintings in architecture from
his youth, practiced in color paintings in tra-
ditional architecture and contemporary ar-
chitecture from 1933 to 1977. Since 1952
when he begun to work in Beijing Institute
of Architectural Design and Research he
designed and made a great number of color
paintings in contemporary architecture in
collaboration with persons-in-charge and
architects. The paintings in the collection
have been selected from those made in this
period. In the old generation of architec-
tural color paintings he is one who is will-
ing to accept new design concepts.
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Zhang Bo

Master of Engineering Design of
China

Former director of the Beijing
Institute of Architectural Design
and Research
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The decorative color painting in traditional Chinese architecture has a long history. At first, its initial
purpose was to protect the wood structure from corrosion and insect attack, then the effect of architec-
ture decoration and environmental beautification has been added along with its development. Through
a lengthy period of practice, from simple to complicated, the Chinese color painting became richer and
more colorful, and a systematic decorative style with strong national features was then formed, it is
known as one of the most important characteristics in ancient Chinese architecture.

The traditional color painting was mostly used in palatial and landscape architectures with very strict
hierarchy. Various colors such as red, green, blue and black were used, the primary colors were cold
colors and dark colors, and much gold was used in some cases. The heavily-decorated patterns were
exquisite. It is appropriate for the maintenance and preservation of the ancient buildings and historic
relics, but inappropriate for the newly-built important buildings. The imitative traditional color paint-
ings were applied in some public buildings in Beijing just after liberation and the results were undesirable.
How to carry on and develop the traditional Chinese architectural art? How to weed through the old to
bring forth the new? How to bring forward new ideas from the original decorative art? That is an
important task for us. Some of the famous architects, artists, technicians have also made their contribu-
tions to this work, they are Ms. Lin Huiyin, Mr. Xi Xiaopeng, Mr. Ruan Zhida, Ms. Wang Weiyu, Ms.
Chang Shana, Mr. Cui Yi, Mr. Wen Lianchang, Mr. Liu Zhenhong, Mr. He Zhenqiang, Mr. Jiang Guangquan,
etal. Especially Mr. Guo Hantu of our Institute has been engaged in this research work since the 1950s;
and Senior architect and artistic designer Yang Chunfeng has created a number of projects since 1980s.
Some of the newly-constructed buildings such as Nationality Hotel, The Auditorium of Chinese People's
political Consultative Conference, Great Hall of the People, Capital Airport, Beijing Hotel, Nanjiao Guest
House in Jinan, Huadu Hotel, have adopted the new types of color painting at internal-eaves,outor-
eaves, ceilings, beams, column heads and ceiling above or around lamps. The paintings with new patterns,
elegant colors, vigorous style and Chinese national features have enriched the architectural decorative
art and gained quite good effects.

In order to summarize and popularize this work, Ms. Yang Chunfeng of the Research Department has
been assigned to collect and draw up a complete set of illustrations for color painting works used in big
projects and some of the works by Mr. Guo Hantu prior to his retirement. This volume will be published
to be referred to by designers, builders and research personnel. It is our hope that the traditional Chi-
nese architectural decorative color paintings will be developed, recreated, enriched and improved to
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play a great and more active role in architectural decorative designs.
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Decorative paint is a special form of the art of decoration in Chinese architecture. From 770 B.C., China
has seen dramatic development, countless changes, and final mature in this world of art, which has
become one of the most brilliant cultures handed down from generation to generation.

We, in this album, have collected 133 paintings for modern architecture based on inheriting traditional
decorative paint and combining the features of modern buildings. They are creative, and have a strong
flavor of modern era.

M:s. Yang Chunfeng, senior architect and chief editor of this album, graduated from the Central Acad-
emy Art and Design in the 1960s. She then acknowledged Professor Lei Guiyuan, a specialist, as her
master and has since then received a systematic, strict training in traditional Chinese arts. Thanks to her
profound knowledge in arts, Ms. Yang has devoted herself in thorough research, investigation, analysis,
and practices in decorative paint in numerous buildings as soon as she had been assigned the research
subject of summarizing decorative paint in modern era. Moreover, she has burned her energy in study-
ing the history of decorative paints. What she has collected, including patterns, symbols and colors, was
displayed on the AIC Switzerland International Conference in 1988, and won high appraise from experts
from around the world; and they were collected in the American “Color Consulting”. Today, she would
like to share with her readers some of her research results and works, together with some of the works
by Mr. Guo Hantu prior to his retirement in 1979.

During the 1950s, 60s, and 70s, modern decorative paints were frequently used in State-level construc-
tion projects. Since the 1980s, however, they were not used as frequently as before, and the number of
researchers in decorative paints was decreased. We are lucky to have someone like Ms. Yang Chunfeng,
who has made unremitting efforts in such researches.

Among our collections, many have become the art disappeared, and they are thus precious treasures.
The rhythm and principal of the beauty contained in the colors, symbols, and patterns of these paint-
ings are of high value for the development of the art in modern architecture.

It is our hope that this album can contribute to our readers, researchers, architects and artists.

May brilliant art and culture exist as long as the world!

il

Wu Guanzhang

PREFACE

ESUES

JEFEH R RIRIT IR R BTS2 R I
BERRSRERID

E R —RIEMRRID

Wu Guanzhang

Former director of the Beijing
Institute of Architectural Design
and Research consultant of chief
architect and state-level Grade A
registered architect
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Ms. Chunfeng Yang has always been an enthusiastic contributor of articles for the magazine, (Exchanges of Architectural Technology)
during my tenure as vice manager of science and technology at BIAD and editor of the magazine. She published essays in every year
of the magazine from 1994 to 1998. From manager of the research department to the IT department to the editor in chief of{Architectural
Creation)), she has thoroughly impressed me with her works:

First, she has been scrupulously involved in the study of architectural color. providing series recommendations that underlie the fundamental
study to eventually focusing on the cityscape color of Beijing. Second, by the soth anniversary of BIAD, her thesis, entitled “The Symbol of
Architectural Color in Chinese Metropolises”, had been published in BIAD" s academic book, (Creative, Intellect, Development), for its
creativity, intellect, and development and drew much attention from the public. Together, we planned an exhibition for the anniversary and the
show (Born with the People’s Republic of China)) exceeded expectations of all professionals and critics by its vast intellect and artistry. Third,
(Architectural Creation) has successfully become a professional organization. Chunfen Yang has diligently worked on the fundamental
principles, content arrangement, lectures, and artistic design since the inception of the magazine in 2001. Consequently, the magazine has
established trends, not followed them. Fourth, since her insistence on the idea that modern design should derive from traditional context, she
has been on the leading edge of discovery of architectural color. It is from her enriching experience studying with the master architects Mr.
Shiyuan Shan, Mr. Bo Zhuang, Mr. Kaiji Zhuang, Mr. Ming Xiong, Mr. Jinqiu Zhuang,Qiming Wang Mr. Zhewen Luo, and Professor Liangyong
Wu who all fully support her creative research that encouraged her to overcome the unexpected in her studies and research.

From the mid 1990s, | heard that Chunfeng Yang was working on a book called (Architectural Color Pictures in Modern China). She mentioned
it multiple times in 2001 and 2002. The publication of the book has been delayed again and again due to unforeseen limitations. After her
retirement from (Architectural Creation) in 2002, she has enriched and perfected her book, dedicating all of her time and energy to this
venture. | believe that we will be shocked by the book’s prescient vision on architectural color as this book has been in the making for over two
decades. This deeply profound book not only draws on the combination of elegance and exciting aesthetics but also on the basis of the necessity
of a national culture heritage day.

As Ms. Chunfeng Yang' s colleague, I d like to collaborate with her to apply her principles and celebrate the success of twenty years of hard
work. Congratulations to the publications of her book,{Architectural Color Pictures in Modern China), Not only is this book full of art works that

come from BIAD and other artists but it also enhances the opinion of “architecture serving the community™.

Jin Lei 2006/4/26
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PRIMARYDESIGNERSOFMODERN
ARCHITECTURALDECORATIVECOLORPAINTING

HREFFEEEZTE

(ffc e S 72 mi s 0 s vp B 2e 1o HE ) The Names of Prinary Deigners for
“Modern Architectural Decorative Color Painting”

are listed in sequcnce of Their Appearence

FBiE
BiemEHRARIT R RR
IR @

Guo Hantu: Former
Grade-8 Painter of the
Beijing Institute of Architec-
tural Design and Research

HHE
RREXFRAS RHIE
ARBIBEZILIGER
SER

Lin Huiyin. Former profes-

sor of the Architecture Col-
lege of Tsinghua University
and member of the Con-
struction Commission for
the Monument to the
People's Heroes

E R
EERFEERFREIE.
FEERRNEER. &
ET£EHALEE. it
FHHEARSER

Cui Yi: Professor of the
Academy of Art and Design
of Tsinghua University

PEI S
StEHHRRRAERE
BEXR
Jiang Guangquan: Expert
in color paintings of ancient
architecture at the Beijing
Institute of Ancient Archi-
tecture

E957
RARTELAERER
EHRREME

Xi Xiaopeng: Former dean

of the Interior Design De-
partment of the Central
Academy of Art and Design

HER
(FEARRZHAFE) R
BIE24. PERR
XUEHERAEEEEE
H&. NCS (hE) BFH
DHFHER. ERHBA
THEEERAEER
Yang Chunfeng: Chief
supervisor of the Yang
Congfei Studio and former
senior architect of the
Beijing Institute of Architec-
tural Design and Researth

b
FRRTZERFRRK.
PEERRHSBIER.
EERPERFREE
Chang Shana: Former
president of the Central
Academy of Art and Design,
vice president of the Chinese
Artists Association, and pro-
fessor of the Academy of Art
and Design of Tsinghua Uni-
versity

fAT$H3R
HEXRFERFRHE.
FEXARRMEER. 4t
RIZERZLBEK.
tmHERE ML

He Zhengiang: Member of
the Chinese Artists Associa-
tion

PRIMARY DESIGNERS OF MODERN ARCHITECTURAL DECORATIVE COLOR PAINTING

REE
BERFERFREHEF
Wen Lianchang: Professor
of the Academy of Art and
Design of Tsinghua Univer

sity

ErEE
WEXFRAFRRIE.
SEBARIGHE EHOE
RRERAEXR. LRH
BARGMEEREE

R, AEHTAXHRER
SER

Wang Weiyu; Professor of
the Architecture College of
Tsinghua University

BLEx
RAtmEHR TG ARE
MAREXE

Ruan Zhida: Former direc-
tor of the Research Depart-
ment of the Beijing Institute
of Architectural and Re-
search

XA

R MR R
ERIRIHERERE

Liu Zhenhong: Former se-
nior architect and director of
the Interior Design Depart-
ment of the Beijing Institute
of Architectural and Re-

search
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