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Animal Fossis

he Lingjing site is located west of Lingjing Town

in Xuchang City, Henan Province. The 2005
excavation opened an area of 260 sq m, unearthing
cultural remains from the upper and the lower layers of
lacustrine deposition. Within the excavated area, 2,452
lithic products and about 3,000 animal fossils (including
artificial bone implements ) were unearthed.
Lithic products were made of either large quartz rocks
or small vein quartz gravel, and the lithic finds consisted
of finished implements, cores, flakes and broken chunks.
In flaking and chipping, the technique of hammer
percussion was primarily employed, but the flock-on-
block technique was also occasionally used. Most
blanks were broken pieces and broken chunks with
irregular shapes, but some delicately worked microlithic
implements were also present. Comparatively, vein
quartz products were mainly composed of scrapers,
although there were some points, burins, and awls;

MAJOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES IN CHINA IN 2005

MWEPGIEDTH
Distribution of Lithic Products
in Deposit

quartz products, however, were mainly chopping tools.

Therefore, the lithic products made of two rock materials
became complimentary. Because vein quartz gravel
was the more abundant material, small lithic products
consequently were dominant in quantity in the lithic
assemblage. The lithic industry at Lingjing presents
general characteristics of the Paleolithic industry of
north China, but some gravel choppers also reflected
elements of southern Paleolithic industry.

There were over 20 species of unearthed animal
fossils, and most of them belong to Salawusu
Faunas. The unearthed fossils contain a large
amount of bone implements, which were either
directly chipped or burnished, bearing traces of use
occasionally. Judging from aspects of stratigraphy,
remain types, and paleoenvironment, the lithic
products from the 2005 excavation should belong
to the late Paleolithic period.
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Microlithic Burins and Blades

Stone Implement
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he Donghulin site, an important site dating to the
T early Neolithic, is located on the tertiary terrace of
the northern bank of the Qingshuihe River which lies
to the west of Donghulin village in Zhaitang, Mentougou
district, Beijing. During the field season from August
to November 2005, the archaeological team organized
by the School of Archaeology and Museology of
Beijing (Peking) University and Beijing Institute of
Cultural Relics carried out the third excavation at the
site. The unearthed rich cultural remains include
chipped stone implements, microlithic wares, small
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polished stone tools, pottery wares, bone implements,
shell implements, red ocher pigment as well as a large
amount of deer and pig bones (including burned ones)
and large shells. In addition, the identified feature
types include ash pit, fire place, burial and residential
place. Furthermore, rich animal and plant remains
were collected through a water floatation process. The
discoveries of the 2005 excavation, e.g. the intact
burial, bone harpoon, bone knife-base with stone blade
and red ocher pigment, provide additional data for the
study of the Donghulin people and their culture.



