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To the Teachers

Hello, thank you for using Learn Chinese with Me.

Learn Chinese with Me is a set of textbooks designed especially for overseas high
school students.

During high school students develop from adolescence to adulthood and are keen to
learn but have yet to set their goals in life. Their education, including language training,
should therefore focus on fostering their interests. The style and content of Learn Chinese
with Me were compiled on this principle.

All the contributors are first-line teachers of teaching Chinese as a second language
and the textbooks have always been compiled with the teaching of the students in mind. Due
to differences in culture, there are however some differences between teaching Chinese as a
second language in China and teaching Chinese as a second language abroad, especially at
high school level, in terms of teaching concept and ideology. The research we conducted
before compiling these textbooks proved the existence of such differences. Nevertheless,
we are still convinced that in a century where various cultures are intermingling with each
other, we can bridge the gap through mutual understanding and exchange of ideas with our
overseas counterparts. Thus, we sincerely welcome any suggestions for the improvement of
this series of textbooks and the cause of teaching Chinese we have both been endeavouring
at.

Now we would like to introduce you to Learn Chinese with Me. Please read the compiling
principles and the stylistic rules carefully first so that you have an overall understanding of

this series of textbooks and will be able to use all the reference materials provided.

The compilers

March 2004
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Instructions to Learn Chinese with Me

1. The users

Learn Chinese with Me is a series of textbooks designed for high school students.
It is mainly targeted at high school students (or teenagers aged between 15 and 18
learning Chinese as a second language) whose mother tongue is English, and at teaching
Chinese to 9-12 grades in high schools in North America. The series is designed for the
teaching of Chinese from beginner to intermediate level and about 2 000 Chinese words
are included in the 4 Student’s Books.
I1. Course components

The entire series of Learn Chinese with Me is composed of 12 books, including
the phonetic and listening materials supplemented to the Student’s Books.

For Grade 9 (beginners), Student’s Book 1, Teacher’s Book 1 and Workbook 1
supplemented to Student’s Book 1;

For Grade 10, Student’s Book 2, Teacher’s Book 2 and Workbook 2 supplemented
to Student’s Book 2;

For Grade 11, Student’s Book 3, Teacher’s Book 3 and Workbook 3 supplemented
to Student’s Book 3;

For Grade 12, Student’s Book 4, Teacher’s Book 4 and Workbook 4 supplemented
to Student’s Book 4.
HI.Compiling principles
1. Principles for overall design

The content is natural and interesting and arranged in accordance with the rules of
learning a second language. The framework combined both structures and functions,
and the language points are presented via situational topics. The language materials
provided for the students are lively and interesting and meet their communicative needs.
Although the textbook itself does not lay emphasis on Chinese grammar, the reference
materials offered to teachers try to be systematic and sufficient.

2. Grammatical structures and functional usages




This series of textbooks take the students from beginner to intermediate level. To
cope with the general needs of conducting daily communication, the textbooks present
students with sentence patterns and grammar at the elementary level in situational topics.
Besides the consideration given to functional usages, the order in which the grammar
is organized is based on the latest research on acquiring Chinese as a second language,
especially the acquisition of Chinese by English-speakers.

3. Ways of organizing the language materials and of presenting the vocabulary

Keeping in mind the lively and restless characters of high school students, we
have tried to adopt the topics which are familiar and interesting to them and to arrange
the language materials in a topical order. In 2001, we conducted a survey among high
school students in two North American cities on “Topics That You’re Interested in”,
and the topics in this series of textbooks have been carefully selected from this survey
of over 500 questionnaires. They not only take into consideration high school students’
interests, but also meet the demands of daily communication. These topics are ordered
according to the communicative needs and in the sequence of second language
acquisition so that the students can approach Chinese in actual life naturally.

The vocabulary in Learn Chinese with Me is presented in two types: compulsory
words and supplementary words. Compulsory words are those that are necessary for
certain communicative functions and those that have appeared in the text. The number
of this type of vocabulary in each lesson is decided according to the number of words
a student can master within a period of time. Such vocabulary can be found both in the
word list at the end of each lesson and in the general vocabulary list at the end of each
book with detailed and complete explanations. The teacher should make sure that the
students have basically mastered these words after concluding each lesson.
Supplementary words are those that can help students understand and utilize certain
function or do word substitution and word expanding exercises. English translation is
provided for this type of vocabulary. Students themselves can decide how many of

these words they learn according to their level of Chinese and studying progress, or the
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teacher can arrange them flexibly.
4. Text background and context

In view of the fact that the students may not have the chance to be directly in
touch with Chinese in their daily lives since they live in an area where their mother
tongue is spoken, Learn Chinese with Me employs many actual situations and specific
contexts in its texts. The teacher should remind the students of this when helping them
use the book, and thus the students can have a thorough understanding of the functions
introduced in the text and will be able to use them properly.
5. About “Warming-up”

“Warming-up” plays an important part in each of the books of Learn Chinese with
Me, and it is closely connected with communicative functions. It is a general introduction
to each unit. It can help the teacher familiarize the students with the content they are
going to learn and thus arouse their interest. Therefore, it is a key link in the teaching
process and should not be ignored. The teacher must spare some time to cover this part,
which should take at least one class hour. “Warming-up” in each lesson should take up
1/5* of the total time for learning that lesson.
6. The cultural content

Language is the carrier of culture, and culture is the precondition for a language to
be understood. Language books have inevitably to reflect relevant culture, which is an
unshrinkable duty. Because Learn Chinese with Me is to be applied to an area where
the students’ mother tongue is spoken, on the advice of overseas high school teachers,
the living conditions of the characters in Learn Chinese with Me are not placed in
Mainland China to avoid possible cultural barriers. The cultural content involved in
Learn Chinese with Me is provided for the teacher and the students in 3 layers: the 1*
layer is what is created and introduced in the text via the characters’ conversation; the
2" layer is indirectly presented outside the text via exercises on phonetics and Chinese
characters; and the 3™ layer is what is enriched via the supplementary materials in the

Teacher’s Book. The teacher can manage the cultural content according to the flexibility




of class hours. For instance, provided the time and students’ competence, the phonetic
exercise materials can be both used for pronunciation practice and introduced to students
as a kind of cultural knowledge.
7. The special approach to phonetics

Learn Chinese with Me employs a phonetic notation system to phoneticize the
texts. There are tonal changes in the speech flow of Chinese, that is, the tone of a
syllable in speech flow may be different from that if the syllable were said by itself.
According to the Scheme for the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet, used in dictionaries and
textbooks, words with tonal changes are only marked in their original tones but read in
the changed tones when spoken. The tonal changes of the 3rd (the falling and rising)
tone, “—” (one) and “4” (used for negation) are just such cases. Having taken into
consideration the difficulty English-speaking students may encounter when learning
the Chinese tones, we have adopted an adapted way of marking the two most common
tonal changes in daily life, that is, the tonal changes of “—” and “A” .In Learn
Chinese with Me “—” and “A3” are marked with the changed tones, that is the actual
tones for reading. For the 3rd tone, only the original tone is provided, which therefore
requires the teacher’s attention when teaching. As to the rules for the tonal changes of
“—” “A” and the 3rd tone, please refer to the section about the Scheme for Chinese
Phonetic Alphabet in the Teacher’s Book 1.
IV. Chinese teaching approach and methodology

The implementation of language teaching methodology is not only related to the
teaching objectives and subjects, but to the characteristics of the language being taught.
For students whose mother tongue is English, the difficuities of Chinese lie in two
areas: one is the tones of its phonetic system; the other is the characters of its writing
system. To cope with the two difficulties, therefore, we proposed two principles for
Chinese teaching:

@ Intensive training should be given at the phonetic stage, focusing on helping

students establish the concept of tones;
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@ Talking comes before text reading; vocabulary learning comes before character
identification; character identification comes before character writing.

V. How to introduce the character knowledge in Learn Chinese with Me

Character recognition begins with character structures; character writing starts
from character strokes. We hope that the teacher can always bear in mind the principle
that “character recognition comes before character writing”. The teacher can guide
students to learn about the Chinese character structure first and then teach them how to
write characters by referring to the character knowledge introduced at the end of each
lesson in the Teacher’s Book.

VI. The relationship between the components of Learn Chinese with Me

As a series, Books 1-4 of Learn Chinese with Me possess the following features:
The functions and language points in the two neighbouring books are advanced in
spiral cycles that sometimes overlap so as to enable the students to learn the knowledge .
step by step. The grammar structures and functions in Books 1 and 2 are combined
together under a certain topic. Books 3 and 4 focus on functional usages while
maintaining language points.

With regard to functional usages, Books 1 and 2 focus on spoken expression of
single sentences; Books 3 and 4 are aimed at equipping the students with speaking
abilities to express themselves in a set of sentences and improving their reading abilities.
For students learning Chinese as a second language, reading should also be treated as a
communicative task — an interaction of mind with the author.

The Student’s Book is the core to the series, and the Teacher’s Book and Workbook
are supplementary to it. Because high school students possess a lively and restless
temperament, the Student’s Book of Learn Chinese with Me tries not to involve grammar
instructions to avoid learning anxiety which may cause students to lose their interest in
learning Chinese. However, the Teacher’s Book offers detailed explanations and relevant
supplementary materials, which the teacher can illustrate to students accordingly. We

have included functional usage and sentence patterns for each lesson.




VIL The teaching content

Consideration has been given to the different total class hours each high school
has (basically the total class hours vary from 110 to 150 per year) when we designed
the teaching content; therefore, the content is quite flexible. For schools having
comparatively fewer class hours, the content in the Student’s Book will suffice. For
schools having more class hours, the materials and activities provided in the Teacher’s
Book and some exercises in the Workbook can be used in class.

Each Student’s Book comprises 6 units to meet the demand of different schooling
systems. The number of the lessons in each unit dwindles as the content in each lesson
increases.

For Student’s Book 1, there are 6 lessons in each unit, and 36 lessons in all. Each
lesson takes around 4 hours.

For Student’s Book 2, there are 5 lessons in each unit, and 30 lessons in all. Each
lesson takes around 5 hours.

For Student’s Book 3, there are 4 lessons in each unit, and 24 lessons in all. Each
lesson takes around 6 hours.

For Student’s Book 4, there are 3 lessons in each unit, and 18 lessons in all. Each
lesson takes around 7 hours.

VIII. The Workbook of Learn Chinese with Me

To help students to master the text, we compiled some exercises to form the
Workbook as a supplement to the Student’s Book. For each lesson, there are 6-8 types
of interesting exercises, and the forms will éhange accordingly when the content of the
textbook moves towards a higher level. The Workbook can be used both as self-teaching
materials and for classwork.

IX. The Teacher’s Book

The Teacher’s Book provides teachers with introductions to each unit and lesson,

compiling principles, supplementary materials to each lesson in the Student’s Book,

teaching approaches, and language evaluation strategies etc. There are five sections in
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the Teacher’s Book:

1. teaching objectives — to set out the goals of the lesson;

2. teaching contents — to introduce the main things that the teacher should help
students to master, and explain the arrangement of the content in each lesson;

3. teaching suggestions — to remind the teacher of the class instruction time and
training strategies;

4. reference materials — to introduce culture related background to the text and
some supplementary teaching materials;

5. teaching evaluation and tests — to provide the teacher with evaluation and
testing methods. There are some written tests for the teacher to select from at the end
of each unit.

X. How to use the materials about grammar in the Teacher’s Book

For the convenience of teaching, in the reference materials in the Teacher’s Book
we have provided the teachers with more detailed explanations on the relevant grammar
in each lesson, i.e. “Notes to the Text and Grammar Explanations”. The teacher can
select from these according to the actual teaching needs rather than instructing all of
them in class. Special attention must be paid here: do not confuse this part with the
“Language Points” in the “Teaching Content”, the latter being a brief introduction to

what is to be taught.




