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Preface

China has published many books intreducing calligraphers and their works, and so it
might seem unnecessary to produce any more. But 1 find that most of them miss some-
thing out by, for instance, trying to cover too many people in a limited space and having
to leave out important details. Some biographies are accompanied by only one example of
a calligrapher’s work in a reduced size, or even none at all. But most calligraphers are
good at two or more styles of calligraphy, and have created excellent and unique works
when they werc happy, sad, angry or drunk. Yu Jun created Preface to Orchid Pavilion
when he was drunk, and Zhang Xun wrote Correspondence Written While Suffering
From a Stomackache in a wild cursive script. These works were spontaneously created
when the calligraphers*wanted to fully and naturally express their feelings when they were
drunk or sad. So to get to know calligraphers and their endeavars properly it is important
to study their works, One Hundred Contem porary Chinese Calligraphers is a handbook
which contains details about only a few of China’s cutstanding calligraphers, but we have
included as many examples of their works as possible.

This bock gives just brief introductions to the calligraphers themselves, even omit-
ting favorable comments from critics, to leave more space for examples of their works and
let our readers make their own judgments. I believe this approach will be appreciated by
both the calligraphers and the readers.

The 107 calligraphers in this book include leading veterans at their craft and out-
standing artists who have emerged only in the past few years. They were not chosen
through competition, and so it is up to the readers to decide upon their merits.

Support and help from people of all walks of life ensured that this book was edited
and came off the press in only a few months. Six chairmen of the Chinese Calligraphers
Association — Shen Peng, Wang Xuezhong. Li Duo. Liu Bingsen. Li Yi and Tong Wei
— and advisors to the Association Quyang Zhongshi and Kang Yin gave their utmost sup-
port and provided their latest works for inclusion in the book. Wholehearted support also
came from leading members of the calligraphers associations of various provinces and mu-
nicipalities such as Mr. Xu Yu of Hebei Province, Mr. Li Gangtian of Henan Province,
Mr. Zhong Mingtian and Mr. Zhu Gong of Hubei Province, Mr. Zhao Peifu of Hei-
longjiang Province, Mr. Zhang Sen of Shanghai and Mr. Tang Yunlai of Tianjin. Even
Mr. Huang Songtao, in his 90s, and Mr. Xu Huanrong and Mr. Shen Zhong, in their
80s, created works for the book. Mr. Yu Shuguang, director ol the administrative office
of the Chinese Calligraphers Association, and Mr. Su Shishu, a council member of the
Chinese Calligraphers Association and vice — president of the Cultura] Relics Publishing
House, also supported the publication of this book. In addition, mention must be made of
the contributions of Mr. Xiac Li, chief editor of Digest, Mr. Li Yaowu, director ol the
Library of the Foreign Languages Publishing and Distribution Administration Bureau,
Mr. Hu Zhenmin. general manager of Beijing Tianjian Group, and the Jiaxian County
People’s Government of Henan Province. Leading members of the Jiaxian County
People’s Government, including Mr. Wang Pan’gen, agreed to have all the new calli-
graphic works made specially for the hook carved as stone inscriptions to be preserved in
the Dongpo Forest of Steles in Jiaxian County. Mr. Wang also participated in the plan-
ning and editing work of the hook. Our thanks go to all of them.

Any corrections to the text from readers are welcome.

Zhou Xingjun
in fall of 1697
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