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Length of Text: 274 words  Target Time: 3.5 minutes  Target Speed: 80 wpm

Starting at: Finishing at: Time Taken:
Reading Speed: Comprehension Score:
A Steady Job
1 Fred, a very conscientious (JRHRf)) worker, had one serious flaw (5 &): he

was clumsy( i ] ). The poor boy spoiled everything he did and for that reason
could never keep a job. He’d had many jobs over the years but only for a few
weeks at a time. For six months, Fred was out of employment. Finally, he got a
job in a warehouse( & & ) where many different types of home furnishings were
stored. Fred’s job was to unpack the merchandise newly arrived from the
factory and put each item in its assigned (355 #J) place. The work was only
temporary (Il fJ), but after so long with no employment at all it was better
than nothing.

2 One morning Fred unpacked a large and quite fragile vase (f£3ff). He picked
it up to carry across the warehouse. But he had only walked two steps and he
tripped (££{F]) . There was a loud crash as the vase fell from Fred’s hands and
shattered (7 #¥) into a thousand pieces.

3 Fred was called immediately to the manager’s office, and he was sure he

would be fired. The young man’s spirits began to drop.

4 “I’Il have to deduct (#1f%) something from your wages every week until the
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vase is paid for,” the manager said sternly.

5 “How much is the vase worth?” Fred asked.
6 “$350.”
7 A wide grin (B %) spread across the young man’s face. “That’s

wonderful!” he shouted happily. “At last I have a steady (FREH) job!”

Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.
1. What does the story mainly tell us?
A. What Fred did. B. Where Fred worked.
C. How clumsy Fred was. D. How Fred found a steady job.
2. What can be inferred from the story?
A. Fred would never lose his job again.
B. It was difficult for Fred to find a steady job.
C. Fred did not like his earlier jobs.
D. The manager was a kind-hearted man.
3. Which of the following is NOT appropriate to describe Fred?

A. Poor. B. Clumsy.
C. Humorous. D. Conscientious.
4. Where did Fred finally get a job?
A. In a furnishings store. B. In abig shop.
C. In an office. D. In afactory.
5. How much did the vase cost?
A. $350. B. $450. C. $550. D. $650.

Length of Text: 304 words  Target Time: 3.8 minutes  Target Speed: 80 wpm
Starting at: Finishing at: Time Taken:
Reading Speed: Comprehension Score:
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First Impression on Your View Career

First impression are often critical (Z Z ) in the business world. The garlic
breath (KXFREK) left over from your mouth may be the one thing a potential (¥ 7E
i) client hates you not long after (/A ) a meeting has ended. At the same time, the
firm handshake and smile may put you in a bright influence with your new boss.

Often the biggest mistakes for the first time are through our own thoughtless
actions — things that may not seem like that big of a deal (F1#) to us, but seem

like a very big deal to someone else.

For example, when you sat down at a meeting the other day with a new
acquaintance, was the hole in your sock ($£F) visible? Did you show up late?

None of these are a big mistake, but they put an image in someone’s mind of your
fumbling (/0> KX &) through your job.

So what are some critical first impressions you need to work on ({#)? How

about:

— Getting a name correct the first time. If you are unclear how to say a name,
simply ask the person how to pronounce (& &) it. Never address (E PF) someone
by a first name unless you’ve been given permission(& %) to do so.

— Understanding that you represent ({{3) an entire country. Don’t forget
that the first impression you make on someone from another country may have
far-reaching (JfIZHY) influence. For that reason, dress conservatively (154 #th)
and don’t crack jokes (k% i%). Every culture has a unique sense of humor, and
yours may be considered offensive (§ JE#)).

— Remember: Your ability to make the person feel comfortable upon seeing

you will form an impression of you as caring, responsible, respectful person.

Choose the best answers to each of the following questions.

1. The garlic breath can make your clients think you are

A. ahealthy man B. a welcome man
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C. an impolite man D. aresponsible man
2. Which statement is correct according to the text?
A. Your client will remember you for a long time if you eat garlic.
B. Eating garlic is one of best way to be remembered by someone.
C. Your client will be unhappy when you eat some strong smell in the meeting.
D. If you want someone to remember you, you can eat the garlic.
3. Which statement is NOT correct in the text?
A. Firm handshake and smile are very important to meet a new boss.
B. Showing up late will give someone a fumbling impression.
C. Dressing conservatively will give a good impression to others.
D. Cracking jokes is one of good way to talk with someone for the first time.
4. What does the word— “acquaintance ” mean in the third paragraph.
A. A new friend.
B. A man or woman who you know well.
C. A new client.
D. A man or woman who you don’t know well.
5. What can you make a conclusion from the text?

A. A good impression can make others believe you a caring, responsible, respectful

person.
B. Getting a name correct at the first time is very easy thing,
C. Different countries have the same sense of humor,

D. Itis very normal to ask for one pen from the person next you.
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Jnterview Tips

“What can you tell me about yourself ?” interview vt R, &0
This is not an invitation to give your life history. | n 32X, ik, A
The interviewer is looking for clues about | qualification »n %, %
your character, qualifications, ambitions, and | #, BT %K



motivations .The following is a good example of a
positive response. “As a college student, I worked in
a clothing store part-time and found that I could sell
things easily. The sale was important, but for me, it
was even more important to make sure that the
customer was satisfied. It was not long before
customers came back to the store and specifically
asked for me to help them.”

“What do you want to work for us?”

This is an obvious question and, if you have
done your research on the company, you should be
able to give a good reason. Organize your reasons
into several short sentences that clearly spell out your
interest. “You are a leader in the field of electronics.
Your company is a Fortune 500 company®.”

“Why should I hire you?”

Once again, you should not be long winded, but
you should provide a summary of your qualifications.
Be positive and show that you are capable of doing
the job. It can be “Based on the infernships that 1
have participated in and the related part-time
experiences [ have had, I can do the job.”

“How do you feel about your progress to date?”

Never apologize for what you have done. “I
think 1 did well in school. In fact, in a number of
courses 1 received the highest exam scores in the
class.” “As an intern for the X Company, I received
some of the highest evaluations that had been given
in years.”®

“What would you like to be doing five years
from now?”

Know what you can realistically accomplish. “1

hope to be the best I can be at my job and because

Unit 1 Job E

ambition n. &),

motivation ». ZhHHL

v. B8, ER%, BE
summary n. T, {HE

wind

n. <> JE
I, s£3EEImH

participate vi. %5, &1,
SE

internship

n. f&H, 4T,

evaluation

WRAE

realistically ad. SCFRih
vi. ST, &

accomplish
3, xH
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many in this line of work are promoted to area
manager, | am planning on that also.”

“What is your greatest weakness?”

You cannot avoid this question by saying that
you do not have any, everyone has weaknesses. The
best approach is to admit your weakness but show
that you are working on it and have a plan to
overcome it.

“What is your greatest strength?”

This is a real opportunity to oot your own horn.
Do not brag or get too egofistical, but let the
employer know that you believe in yourself and that
you know your strengths. “I feel that my strongest
asset is my ability to stick to things to get them done.
I feel a real sense of accomplishment when 1 finish a
job and it turns out just as I'd planned.©”

“What goals have you set and how did you meet
them?”

This question examines your ability to plan
ahead and meet your plan with specific actions. “Last
year, during a magazine drive to raise money for our
band trip, I set my goal at raising 20 percent more
than I had the year before. 1 knew the drive was going
to begin in September, so I started contacting people
in August. 1 asked each of my customers from last
year to give me the names of one or two new people
who might also buy a magazine. I not only met my
goal, but | was the top salesperson on the drive.” No
matter what question you are asked, answer it
Most
looking for positive statements, well-expressed ideas,

honestly and succinctly. interviewers are

. I ®
persuasiveness, and clear thinking under pressure.

Always maintain eye contact with the

promote . {Eiff, X%, %

F
weakness n. 1§59, SR

strength n. Hh, £h, &
B EhER k4

vi. IREU\ v IR
hom n (4. %6, W
WA, flfy

toot

brag n., v. K&
egotistical a. HRPLH,
BEW

asset n. WP, FHAMNKH

drive n. i&3h, 1&3h

n., vt ?%ﬁﬂ, it S

contact

succinctly ad. fBjiEHL, &
&

persuasiveness

A,

n. Zh{l, i



Unit 1 Job E
interviewer. Show that you are confident by looking

straight at the person. Most interviewers greet the | applicant n. H1i%%&, #RE
applicant with a handshake. Make sure that your | jittery a. ##I&H, &
clasp is firm. Being jitfery about the interview can | RBBH, B 3K
result in cold, clammy hands, which create a negative | clammy a. BFK, E%
impression. Therefore, make sure your hands are |
warm and dry. Before leaving, try to find out exactly | negative a. HRH), AH
what action will follow the interview and when it will | &
happen. Shake hands as you say good-bye and thank
the interviewer for spending time with you.

=

@ It was not long before customers came back to the store and specifically asked for me
to help them. R, EA7HI% K B B0 5 MR35 S A LB VAR 55
it F/NEE.

@ Fortune 500 company W& 500 524

® As an intern for the X Company, I ... that had been given in years. TEH /A R] 5L AT,
RIRB T I JLINZA B BAE RS T H R B &= IFN
that had been given in years £ EFMN 4], B1ifi evaluations.

@ | feel a real sense of accomplishment when I finish a job and it turns out just as I'd
planned. ¥5EM—WMTAEMHRREARWTEN, HEF —FEIENBURR.
EAREFFIA, hand EH, it $HERITE.

® Most interviewers are looking for positive statements, well-expressed ideas ... under
pressure. KEZHEIREFERAFMBRRE, BERFNEE, AR INERHE
hZ FHEWKERE.

Exercises
I .Complete the following sentences with the words given below. Change
the form where necessary.

ambition evaluate persuasiveness wind

accomplishment applicant intern weakness negative
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That he can’t speak English well is one of his

1. We can’t still his influence as the first Chinese astronaut (i 51).
2. She is known for her _ in improving the country’s hospitals.

3. The is one of basic ability for a marketing manager.

4. Alotof are waiting for results in front of the door of the company.
5. That politician is full of

6. The path through the wood.

7. Asan he was devoted fully into serving for the old.

8.

9.

Nervousness, being shy and untidy dressing only can create a impression on

the interviewer.

1. Match the word which is approximate in meaning to the italicized one.

1. participate A. being unpleasantly sticky and slightly wet and cold
2. internship B. anxious before an event
3. realistic C. of showing the quality or state of always thinking

about oneself
4. egotistical D. showing determination to face facts or deal with
them without being influenced by feelings

5. drive E. need or purpose, the act or state of providing someone
with a strong reason for taking some action

6. clanmy F. to take part or have a share in an activity or event

1. jittery G. the necessary ability, experience or knowledge

8. qualification H. practical experience one before graduates

9. interview I. a meeting where a person is asked questions by
another to decide whether he can take up a job

10. motivation J. a strong well-planned effort by a group for a

particular purpose

. True or false.

() 1. It’s necessary for you to talk about your life story when you’re being interviewed.
() 2. Once you’re interviewed about your qualification, you should provide a summary
on it.

() 3. It’s areal chance to speak out your strengths.
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( ) 4. Most interviewers are looking for honest, clear statements, well expression and
quick response under pressure.

( ) S. 1t’s impolite to look straight at the person when you are interviewed.

V. Transtate the following into Chinese.

1. Know what you can realistically accomplish.

2. This is a real opportunity to toot your own horn.

3. Do not brag or get too egotistical, but let the employer know that you believe in
yourself and that you know your strengths.

4. Always maintain eye contact with the interviewer.

5. Shake hands as you say good-bye and thank the interviewer for spending time with

you.



