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1t
One

_English Phonemes

Correct pronunciation of the individual speech sounds is
important in communication, for it is the first step in helping
you understand and making yourself understood. Speech
sounds are generally divided into vowels and consonants, It is
generally believed that there are twenty vowel sounds and
twenty-eight consonants in English. Vowels are sounds pro-
duced without obstruction of the air stream in the mouth, Vo-
cal cords vibrate when vowels are produced. Consonants are
sounds produced by some form of obstruction of the air pas-
sage and may be either voiced or voiceless. (EHEHEERY
ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%‘l‘ﬁi%%,ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬂﬂkiﬁ
ERIABRRR IS — 2 . & A W b — AN
BOEA 20 NITH R 28 M, TGHRESWAE O h R 2 AT
BHAFTIA T . RICHI RS, HE AW 2B S AP
st ) B 5 5 A A AR 2 4D

Cxercise 1
Getting familiar with English phonemes

Directions: Listen and repeat after the recording.
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/i/
/i/
/e/
e/
/a/
/a/
/a/
/u/
/u/
o/
/s/
/a:/
/ei/
/ai/
/oi/
/au/
/au/
/is/
/ea/
/ua/
/p/
/b/
/t/
/d/
/k/
/8/
/t/
/v/
/8/
/8/
002

sea /sii/ peach /pitf/
bit /bit/ slip /slip/
bed/bed/  says /sez/
bag /beeg/  cats /keets/
love /lav/  but /bat/
fur /for/ earth /a/
alive /a'laiv/ correct /ka'rekt/
who /huy/  rude /rud/
look /luk/  wool /wul/
law /1o:/ walk /wok/
job /dzob/  cost / kost/
car /ka:/ sharp /Jamp/
say /sei/  grey /grei/
eye /ai/ knife /naif/
boy /boi/ choice /tfois/
go /gau/ throw /6rau/
how /hau/ mouth /maué/
here /his/  beard /biod/
hair /hes/  there /8ed/
tour /tus/  sure /'fud/
pear /pea/  rope /roup/
bear /bes/  robe /roub/
tie /tai/ seat /sit/
die /dai/ seed /sid/
card /kaxd/ dock /dok/

guard /ga:d/
feel /fid/
veal /viil/

dog /dog/
safe /seif/

save /seiv/

thank /6eegk/ tooth /tuB/

than /deen/

smooth /smu:d/

each /it]/

pretty /'priti/
dress /dres/
happy /'heepi/
supper /'sapo/
prefer /pri'fa;/
water /'wota/
through /6ru:/
butcher /'butfo/
storm /stom/
doctor /'dokta/
cigar /si'ga:/
away /o'wei/
lighter /'laito/
destroy /dis'troi/
nose /nauz/
allow /a'lau/
idea /ai'dia/
various /'veariss/
curious /'kjusriss/
simple /'simpl/
symbol /'simbl/
title /'taitl/

tidal /'taidl/
ankle /'eegkl/
angle /'eengl/
refuse /ri'fjuz/
reviews /ri'viuz/
method /'me6ad/
leather /'leda/



/s/ sink /sipk/ bus /bas/ nicer /'naisa/

/z/ zinc /zigk/  buzz /baz/ miser /'maiza/
/f/ sheep /Jizp/ dish /dif/ precious /'prefas/
/3/ rouge /ruiz/ usual /'jugusl/ treasure /'trezo/
/h/ hot /hat/ home /haum/ behind /bi'haind/

/r/ read /rid/ road /reud/ ready /'redi/

/47 church /Ya:f/ chin /{in/ picture /'piktia/
/&/  page /peids/ joke /dsouk/ village /'vilidz/
/tr/ track /treek/ train /trein/ country /'kantri/

/dr/  drag /dreeg/ drain /drein/ driver /'draive/
/ts/  carts /kaits/ mates /meits/ peasants /' pezants/
/dz/  cards /koidz/ maids /meidz/  thousands /'Oauzendz/

/m/ me /miy come /kam/ member /'membo/
/n/ neck /nek/ soon /sum/ lesson /'lesn/

/n/  ring / rin/  strong /stroy/  finger /'fings/

/1/ last /last/  meal /miil/ awful /'a:fl/

/w/  we [wiy/ wood /wud/ reward /ri'wad/
/i/ yet /jet/ suit /sju:t/ beyond /bi'jond/

Exercise 2 English phonemes in words

Directions; Pronounce these very common words and write
them as they are usually spelled in English. Then listen to the
recording and check.

1) /ten/ (2) /sig/
(3) /'ikwal/ (4) /'meeta/
(5) /'pleza/ (6) /dou/
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(7) /eigk/ (8) /'sailont/
(9) /skul/ (10) /va'raiati/
(11) /'peifont/ (12) /Yeinds/

Exercise 3 Homophones

Directions; Two words are homophones ([Rl& R X if])if they
have the same sound but different meanings. Listen carefully
and write down the homophones.

Example: /si:/ see sea

(1) /meil/

(2) /'webo/

(3) /mit/

(4) /pes/

(5) /Bea/

(6) /hia/

(7) /seil/

(8) /rait/

(9) /pis/

(10) /weit/

Exerdse 4 English phonemes in phrases

Directions: Read these phrases and write them down. Then
listen to the recording and check.
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(1) ino'minit (2) tude'muvi

(3) an'igglifklazs (4) eetdo'dragsto:
(5) fromdo'Gisto (6) nekst'wik
(7) indo'wints (8) tude'konsat

Exercise 5 Relaxation R
QO

Directions: Read these riddles and write them down. Then lis-

ten to the recording and check. Pay attention to the question-
and-answer intonation.

(1) a. 'hwai deza'stok'steend/on'suni'wan'leg?

b. bi'kozds'wotoz'kould?

a. bi'koz ifi:'liftid"boud'legz/ hixd fo:l'daun.

(2) a. 'hwai did 8o'gal'klouz ha'aiz / wen [i:'lukt in 80'mire?
?

b. [i:'didnt'laik wot iz 'so:?

a, bi'koz Ji:'wontid tu'sitwat Jir'lukt 'laik / wen

Jirwez'slizpin.

Notes

1. A phoneme (F %) is the smallest unit of speech that can be
used to make one word different from another word, such
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as the /b/ and the /p/ in‘big’and‘pig’.

2. The English vowels are divided into two large groups: pure
vowels and diphthongs (I3 ). There are twelve pure
vowels and eight diphthongs.

According to the position of the tongue, we have:

(1) front vowels (BICE): /it/s /i/s /e/s [ee/

(2) back vowels JGIGE): /a/s /ofs /o5 /u/s Jw/

(3) central vowels (FICHE): /a/s /o/5 /a/

A diphthong is a glide from one vowel to another and the
whole glide acts like a long, pure vowel. The diphthongs of
English fall into three groups: group 1 ending in /i/, /ei/,
/ai/, /oi/; group 2 ending in /u/, /ou/, /au/; and group 3
ending in /a/, /is/, /ea/ s /ud/.

3. The English consonants may be classified according to the
following ;

(1) place of articulation (&A1)

(2) manner of articulation (ZHH )

(3) voicing, i. e. voiced or voiceless

According to the manner of articulation, we have:

(1) plosives GRBEE): /p/s /b/s /t/s /4/5 /K/s /8/

(2) fricatives (BE¥EZ). /t/, /v/, /0/5 /8/s /s/s [2/s
/17 /3/’ /h/ s [t/

3 affricates (Wg:%) /13./9 /(3/9 /tl'/’ /dr/v /ts/7 /dz/
(4) nasals (B%): /m/, /n/, /y/

(5) lateral (FHFH): /1/

(6) semi-vowels; /w/, /i/

006



