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ABSTRACT

The dissertation from social classification mainly deals with the
following questions: In the process of industrialization, how did
the system of rural tax and fee in the world experience their
development? What is the basic law of the evolvement and
reformation of the rural tax and fee system in China’s history? What
have been the basic problems and contradictions in China’s rural tax
and fee system since 19787 What are the main policies and
research achievements aimed at reducing the burden of peasants in
China? What are the influence of canceling the agriculture tax?
What is the reasonably —chosen pattern and direction of reformation
in the rural public finance system after canceling of agriculture tax?
Centered on these questions, this dissertation reveals the inner link
between the peasants” burden system and the rural social
classification, and puts forward policy proposals for the reformation
of rural public finance system from the angle of social classification.

The basic conclusion of this dissertation comes as following:
the classification in rural aera drives forward the evolvement and
reform of rural tax and fee system; the tax and fee system must fit in
with the situation of classification in rural aera, otherwise it will

produce unbalanced burden to different strata of peasants. Related to




this basic argument, this dissertation still arrive at some other

conclusions:

1. In the process of industrialization, the total trend of rural
tax and fee system evolvement is to develop towards income —tax -
centered, unificated between city and village, peasant—favourable
tax system. This trend of evolvement is driven forth by social
classification in the industrialization.

2. The changes of interest relations between classes were the
basic driving force of evolvement and reformation of rural tax and fee
system in China’s history.

3. Since the reform and open—up, the main problem in Chinese
peasants’ burden has been that every stratum dont receive the
reasonable burden, especially the agricultural labours burden more
while getting less. The contradiction between the peasant
classification and the average apportion of tax and fees makes the
basic contradiction in rural tax and fee system.

4. The major reforms connecting rural taxes and fees with land
in China‘s history were beneficial to those poor peasants who had
less or no lands. As at that time, the peasants” classification was
based on how much land a peasant owned. However, the peasants”
classification is based on occupation in today’s reality. To transfer
the peasants” taxes and fees to land is only to increase the burden of
the real “peasants” (those who get income mainly from land) .

5. The interests of agricultural labourers is the key point in the
peasants’ problems. Every developing policy should protect the
interests of agricultural labourers in the first consideration. The

policies on reducing peasants” burden should firstly reduce



agricultural labourers” burden. The policies on increasing peasants”

income should firstly increase agricultural labourers” income.

6. Rural public finance system should be constructed and
reformed in order to reduce peasants” burden in a long time. In order
to construct rural public finance system, the high-income classes in
rural area should receive higher tax burden.

7. The long-range object of the rural tax and fee system reform
is to realize the rural and urban incorporate, peasant-favourable tax
system. The realizing condition is to remove the economical and
social structure of dual property, and build up the rural and urban
incorporate administrative system. The fundamental approach is to

promote forcefully the urbanization of peasants.

KEY WORDS;
Village; Peasant; Tax and fee;

Social classification; Peasants” differentiation .
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