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ABSTRACT

The Indez to Sung Biographical Materiais R A B
¥I3&5] has been jointly compiled by Professors Ch’ang Pi-te
E#%%®, Wang Teh-yi &% s and Ch'eng Yuan-min £
#% with the assistance of Mr. Hou Chiin-te E##. Work
on the project commenced in the winter of 1967 and
proceeded for five years until it was ready to be set in
type.

There have been earlier efforts to compile indices to
Sung biographies and biographical materials, the most
notable being the Combined Indicesto Forty-seven Collections
of Sung Dynasty Biographies Pi-+-tfERRERGATIA
published by the Harvard-Yenching Institute in 1939, and the
Sung Biographical Index F: A8 32%5| compiled by the Japan
Committee for the Sung Project RFRBEHEBHERS® in
1968. The Harvard-Yenching index focuses exclusively on
histories or historical compilations, a number of which
were overlooked. To cite the most major lacunae:
Ching-hstang lu %% by Wu Shih-tao B[ of the
Yuan; Nan Sung ming-ch’en yen-hsing lu WRAE =7
by Yin Chih FE » Sung shih-chih K#H by Wang Chu
FE¥ s Sung li-F'o chuang-yian lu SRERHRTTH by Chu
Hsi-chao 5k #RB’ I-lo ythan yiao hsti-lu 7 1% 33 ¥ 1% % by Hsieh
To H® > Kao-ting yhan-yian lu FHZPiHE% by Sung
Tuan-i B of the Ming ;s Sung Y#an hstch-an H0%
£ by Huang Tsung-hsi ¥3R¥ > Sung Yian hsich-an pu-i
KILBRHE R by Wang Tzu-ts’ai E##f of the Ch’ing. The
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crucial  ommisions are the Sunp egition of  Ssu-ch’go
ming-ch'en  yen-hsing  hsu-in - PS4 ST and
Ssu-ch’ao ming-ch'en veu-hsing pich lu VISl LEZTH & -

The collected writings of scholars (wen-chi 3C#),
primary sources which historians in recent years regard highly,
have not been incorporated at zll into the Harvard-Yenching
index. The recently compiled index by the Japan Committee
for the Sung Project, however, specifically attempts to
compensate for this deficiency by indexing certain biographical
materials in 290 wen-chi and 28 collections each of epigraphy
and local gazetiecers. What was indexed were funeral eulogies,
b;ographies, accounts of conduct, steilae inscriptions,
ancestoral hall commemorations and other such documents of
a biographical nature. Since the number of Sung wen-chi
sonsultsd was not exhaustive--at least more than ten are
not included--the Japanese compilation is not definitive.
Furthermore, the index contains many errors, too numerous
to be listed here. Professor Ch’ang Pi-tz has pointed out
the several common types of errors in a recent article in
Ku-kung tu~shu chi-Ban H'EWEBEZFF] (volume I, number
2, pp. 33-38). Basically, the errors are not typographical,

but due to misreadings and misunderstandings of the Chinese
texts.

The Index to Sung Biographical Maierials attempts pot
only to supplement the deficiencies of the two earlier indices
and to emend their errors,but alsoto gather source materials
more widely,and to increase the number of personnages included
so as to facilitate further the research of scholars working
in the Sung period. As an example of how this index realizes
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these objectives, a comparison of the three indices coverage
of the number of personnages with the surname Huy ,
can be mentioned. The Harvard-Yenching index includes
105 biographical entries the Japanese index some 90 entries,
while the present work lists more 300. names.

The format for each entry in this index is as follows:

1) A biographical sketch of the subject whenever there
are sufficient sources. To provide general biographical
reference, each biography nctes when known, the dates of
each subject’s biith and death, his courtesy name 5 » sobriquet
B » native place, resume of official positions, accomplish-
ments, and writings. The scope of these sketches surpasses
that found in the Commercial Press’ Biog;aphical Dic!%onary

ANBREES.

2) Referencs to sources, listed roughly in the following
order:

a) Materials in wen-chi. A total of 350 wen-cki were
consulted from which are indexed materials such as: an-
cestoral or family chronicles ZK{g » obituary records of a
-deceased’s conduct (4 » fT3k) , various types of tomb
inscriptions and epitaphs (BER - bT#E  MEm - 2L
funeral eulogies und prayers (g #30) , sacrificial
speeches £ prefaces to works ®F farewell
messages f@fF » birthday congratulations #3FF » descriptions
of one’s courtesy name ¥R » various postfaces B temple
stellae inscriptions 3 » edicts w25+ recommendations
Z}k » and proposals for canonization ok 8

b) Materials in histories and various historical
compilations. In addition to the 47 titles indexed in the
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