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Do you know?
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What do you know about Hollywood movies?

* Where was cinema ‘born™?

+ Why do the people in very old films move so quickly?

+ Why did filmmakers go to Hollywood?

* Who was the first film star?

* What does a film producer do?

* Who puts a film together after it has been shot?

* How do people in movies fall off buildings without hurting
themselves?

* Who was the first child superstar?

+ Which famous character has been appearing in movies since

1962¢

In this book, you will find answers to all these questions and
learn lots of other interesting things about Hollywood movies.

They’re amazing!







Introduction

Movies. They tell amazing stories. They can take us back in time or into
the future. We can see strange worlds or look into the hearts and minds
of others. But, how is this possible when movies didn’t even exist 150

years ago?

After the first camera was invented in 1839, cameras and photographs

had improved and become increasingly commonplace. However, by

1872, there was still no such thing as a moving picture — a movie. How

did still pictures become moving
/| ; victures? It took time and a lot of
{/ NOTES F

commonplace / 'komonplers / creative people improving on each
ZEN, AN other’s ideas and inventions. To find
still / stil/ REh#Y, BRLEAY

behind the scenes /&,

HRRE

out how movies began and what goes

on behind the scenes, read on!
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The First Films

Pictures in motion
When a horse is running, is
there a moment when all four
of its feet are off the ground?
In 1872, no one knew. To
find the answer, a British
photographer living in
California, Eadweard
Muybridge, set up a row of
cameras beside a racetrack.
Then he put a series of

threads across the track. The

S SR SR,
Eadweard Muybridge

threads were attached to the cameras. As the horse ran by, the threads

broke and each camera took one picture.

-
/7

(@

NOTES

racetrack / 'rers-treek / #2i8

attach / o'tzt[ / #, R, 58, BT

Some of Muybridge'’s early images




The First Films

This series of pictures was then drawn onto a glass disc. When the disc

was put into a projector and turned, it created the illusion of motion.

Muybridge improved his techniques and recorded animals moving and
people involved in various daily activities. He presented his images all
over the world. The presentations were very popular and people were
amazed at what they saw. Because of this, scientists and businessmen
on both sides of the Atlantic started working on their own ‘moving

picture’ inventions.

NOTES
projector / pra'dzekto’ / R EH, WAL  technique / tek'nitk / K, 15
illusion / 1'luzzan / §85¢, 4] B¢ various / 'vearios / R EHMN

motion / 'mavfan / 1Z3), #5f present / pri'zent/ £)&, EBR




Shooting a movie

In 1881, a French doctor named Etienne-Jules Marey attended one of

- Muybridge’s lectures and met with him. The two men exchanged ideas
and Marey went to work on his own invention. Marey came up with a
‘photographic gun’ that used a roll of film. It could take lots of photos
very quickly. He filmed people walking, birds and insects flying, fish

swimming and cats landing on their feet after a fall.

Marey’s ‘photographic gun’ used machinery
that had been developed for the machine
gun. Maybe that’s why we now use the
expression ‘shooting a movie’.

attend / o'tend / HHEE, S0

exchange / iks'tfemnd3 / Xif
come up with 8H {21




' Thomas Edison’s Kinetoscope
The famous American inventor, Thomas
Edison, was also at work. By 1890, one of

~ his researchers had created the

Kinetoscope. It was a large box with a
crank. Viewers put in a coin, looked into
. the box and turned the crank. This made

film inside the box move from one reel to

another and created the illusion of Thomas Edison

' movement. Edison

 patented the

| machine in 1891. Thomas Edison / 'tomos 'edison / FE D - B#@4E |
Kinetoscope / ki'neto skoop/ (FHAHY) BRI |
crank / krenk / B4R, % |
reel/ri:l/ (BERAH) B&
patent / 'pertant / BR1S T FI1X

Edison’s Kinetoscope
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The First Films

The Lumiére
Camera

In Paris, a wealthy French.
businessman, Antoine :
Lumiere, saw a
demonstration of the
Kinetoscope. He
described this wonderful |
invention to his sons,
Auguste and Louis. Then

he said, “You can do

i = N " ¥

Louis and Auguste Lumiére

better. Try to get that image out of the box.

Their invention was a camera,
film processor and projector
all in one. It was portable,
light and could project a film
for a small audience. They had
succeeded. The image was out

of the box.

In 1895, the family
patented the
Cinématographe
Lumiere. This is
where we get the

word ‘cinema’.

1 NOTES

wealthy / 'weldi/ EEH), EHH
demonstration / demon'streifon / 7R3B
processor / 'pravsesa’ / SEEE A
portable / 'po:tobal / K, FIRAM

audience / 'a:dions / T A, MAR




