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Do you know?

r

* Who have scored the most goals in a World Cup match?

* What is the Mexican wave?

+ How did traffic lights help football?

* Who is Pickles? What does he have to do with the World Cup?
* How can a person win the World Cup by playing video games?
+ What is a bicycle kick?

Read this book and find the answers to these and other questions.
Learn about World Cup football and you too can become an

expert!
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Gooaall!

When you see a ball, what do you want to do? If you are like millions of

people around the world, you want to kick it.

You imagine yourself kicking the ball into the back of the net and

running up the pitch with your arms spread out like a plane as the

crowd goes wild. You have just scored the winning goal in the Final of

the World Cup.

It’s a dream come true — a beautiful dream about the game loved all
over the world. But how did you get there? How did it all begin? How
does it all happen today?






Where does football come from?
Nobody knows the true origins of football. But one thing we do know

for sure is that it is a very ancient game.

The earliest form of a ball garhe played only
by feet can be found in records of China's
Zhou Dynasty. It had many different styles

— some of them were for military training

while others became a sport.

The ancient Greeks played a game that looked
more like modern football, even though hands
were allowed. The Romans learned the game
and developed it into a rugby-style game. It
allowed the use of hands and feet. Some believe
this game is the true ancestor of football.
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' military / 'militori / training £ I

The Japanese also had a football-ike
game. In this gamje,“two tcj twelve E;;dayers
USed their feet to keep the ball in‘thé air,

with each person shouting ,"ariyaaa’ (here
we go) whenever he touched it and ‘ari’ i

(hére) when he passed it.

In ancient Cehtral
America, pedple
played a ball game
which did not allow
the players to use
their hands.

origin / 'pradzm / &R, Fi%
record / 'reko:d/ ic®, 1B

rugby-style / 'ragbi starl / BI#ER X &
ancestor / 'znsosto’ / 85, 2R




‘Mob football’

In the 8th century, football was extremely popular in England. Entire

villages played against each other. Getting the ball into the opposing

village scored goals. There were no rules, and it was common for players

to get hurt, even killed.

...we command and forbid... such
game to be used in the city...
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Much of the game’s development took place in schools in Britain, but
different schools played with different rules. In 1842, representatives
from different schools met at Cambridge University to agree on a
ommon set of rules for the game. This meeting marked the separation

“Jof modern football and rugby.

In 1863, the Football Association was born. It drew up the first set of
official rules of football.

sing
r playersf What do you call it: football or soccer?
The English-speaking world is divided. In Australia, Canada,
New Zealand, and the United States, football is called soccer.
siich Why? They have other games called football!

ban/ben/ (RIEEEL) ik
take place K4

representative / reprr'zentotrv / £3%
Cambridge / 'keimbrid3 / University
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association / 5 sausi'erfan / tH<, #H

draw up BE, £IE




Football spreading around the world

At the beginning of the 20th century, football was very popular in

Europe. But the idea of nations competing against nations was new.

A match was held in 1904 between France and Belgium. It marked the
birth of an association that united international football — Fédération
Internationale de Football Association, commonly known as FIFA. Unti

then the rules of football were slightly different in different countries.

FIFA made rules for all countries to follow in international matches.
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Now if a country wants to enter

the Wi ) 1 i Ed
orld Cup, it must become nation / ‘nerfon / EX

a member of FIFA. As of 2004, | compete / kom'pi:t/ 4, T}
there were 205 member nations. | mark the birth of #RE& KL
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The Brasilian team at FIFA
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Frenchmen Robert Guérin and Jules
Rimet were important to the creation of
World Cup football. Guérin had the idea
for FIFA; Rimet helped to organise the

' Robert Guérin  first World Cup. Jules Rimet \

ries. |The first World Cup
1es.  |Football became an Olympic event in the 1900 Paris Olympics, but
FIFA wanted to create a major international competition of its own. In

1928, the plans for a World Cup started to be drawn.

Several European countries wanted to organise the first World Cup.

However, FIFA chose a small

At that time, Uruguay had one of
| the best teams in the world —

« I they had won the Olympic Uruguay.
¢W8ll tournament twice. Also the
country was celebrating 100
years of independence in 1930.

country in South America:

Uruguay / 'juarogwar / SR E .
tournament / 'tuonomont / §RFRTE, BXZE
_lebrate / ‘selibrext / R, IR 7
l dependence / ,indr'pendons / 3437 '




