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Part |
| The Olympic Story

1.1 A Brief History of The Olympic Games

The ancient Olympics were closely related to mythology (##1f). One myth
says that the guardians of the infant god Zeus (Hi$Ji) held the first footrace (F§
#1). Another says that Zeus himself started the Games to celebrate his victory over
his father Cronus (W% #5H7) for control of the world.

Another legend has achieved great popularity (#ii17). It states that Oenomaus
(HRI% L% 1)  had a beautiful daughter Hippodamia (7 i%ik3%F). He was
reluctant (ANJEFZ) to let anybody marry his daughter because of an oracle (f#!
#i1) that he would be killed by his son-in-law. So he had devised a trial to
which he subjected all suitors of his daughter: they had to beat him in a chariot
(M%) race to the altar of Poseidon (HF##) in Corinth (FFFKHT). He would
sacrifice  (Bk%%) a ram to Zeus before starting the race and let his opponent go
while so doing. But the fact was, his chariot was drawn by godly horses given him
by his father Ares (ffJ
5i##7). They could not
be beaten by earthly
horses.  Besides, the
suitor had to take
Hippodamia with him

on his chariot. This

made it heavier and




could distract him . Anyway,Oenomaus would always catch up on his opponent. He
would then kill him, behead him and nail his head on the door of his palace to
discourage future suitors. Afier twelve suitors had been so defeated and killed,
Pelops came to try his luck. When seeing him, Hippodamia fell in love with him.
She managed to persuade (RAR) Myrtilus (%5 H-42F ), her father's chariot driver
who was also in love with her, to sabotage (H%H3K) Oenomaus' chariot. He did
this by replacing the pins that were fastening the wheels of the chariot to the axle
with fake ones made of wax. As a result, the chariot broke during the race.
Oenomaus became caught in the reins (Z&%8) and was dragged by his horses to
his death. Pelops married Hippodamia and established the Games.

The first Olympic Games for which we still have written records were held in
776 BC. Many believed that the Games had been going on for many years
already. At the 776 BC Olympic Games, a runner, Coroebus (F]iF{KEHT), won

the sole event at the Olympics, the stade a run of approximately 192 meters
(210 yards). This made Coroebus the very first Olympic champion in recorded (&
2% HJ) history. The ancient Olympic Games grew and continued to be played
every four years for nearly 1200 years. In 393 AD, the Roman emperor
Theodosius 1 (kB LPG—1), a Christian, abolished the Games because he felt
they had a bad influence.

At ancient Olympic Games, women were not allowed to compete or even to
watch. There were few events, and only free men who spoke Greek could compete.

Also, the games were always held at Olympia'. They did not move around to

different sites every time.

-
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the revival of the Games approximately 1500 vyears later. He was a French

A young Frenchmen named Pierre de Coubertin’, is usually given credit for

aristocrat (5t %) born on January 1, 1863. Coubertin is now known as le

Rénovateur ( 515, ### ). He was only seven years old when France was

overrun by the Germans during the Franco—Prussian War of 1870. Some believe >

that Coubertin attributed the defeat of France not to its military skills but rather

to the French soldiers' lack of vigor (JJf&). He examined the education of the

German, British, and American children. Then Coubertin decided that it was

exercise, more specifically sports, that made a well-rounded (4[H & JEF) and

vigorous person.

was not met with enthusiasm. Still, Coubertin persisted. In 1892, Coubertin estab—

However Coubertin's attempt to (223, %% J]) get France interested in sports

D RHR/R - TRt Tk EUAR A — A IS BE . 1896 4E 2 1925 A TR
BRI 2 E . MR A (B S UK UG SR M, B2 B M IE T2 R
1913 4F | JHiFE B O [ PRI ZE S T S8 &if, 1937429 H 2 H, fh7EHG &
H R S 8




lished an international committee to organize the Games. In 1894, the International
Olympic Committee was founded in Paris. It was an independent body aimed to
guide the activities of the Olympic Movement and the organization of the Olympic
Games. It shared and developed Coubertin's phﬂosophy of peace through sport.
Two years later, in Athens, the first Games of the modern era took place. Tt
marked a concrete expression of the ethics of sport, culture and peace that marked
the ancient Olympic Games.

During the 20th Century, the modern Olympic Games witnessed (H i)
progress, global growth and immense change. Against the background of two world
wars, periods of economic adversity (i¥i4%) and prosperity (%3€), the Olympic ideals
continue to appeal to all humanity. Legends and heroes have been created out of
athletes once unknown. The Olympic Games have become a global stage for almost
every human emotion: triumph, agony (&), glory and defeat. It is here that the
glory of sport and the spirit of international goodwill come together. It is the
world's greatest spectacle. Today, the Olympic Games are the world's largest
£ ' pageant (#&23) of athletic skill and competitive spirit. They can also be displays of
) nationalism, commerce and politics. Nazi Germany, for example, hosted the Games
in 1936 and used the event to propagandize (Ef%) its cause of Aryan (JLEKEIK)
racial superiority (fL#/%). A black American track star, Jesse Owené, helped
thwart (#4) those intentions by winning four gold medals. He was mobbed (H
: FElfE) by the public wherever he went in Germany. In 1972 in Munich (e 8,
iy 11 Israeli athletes were murdered by Palestinian terrorists (Bﬁlﬁﬁ 3H R 43 ?‘)

This cast a pall over (45 % L T—)2BE) great performances by a number of
athletes. The Games have been boycotted and disrupted in other ways as well.
However they are most memorable (M=) when they do what they set out to do:
celebrate the athletes of all nations through fair competition among the best from
around the world.

Financially, hosting Olympic Games would originally bring heavy financial debt
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€~ 00 you tnowr mam:
When did the first mascot in Olympic history make its appearance?

The first mascot in Olympic history made its appearance at the 1972 Munich
Olympic Games. As a unique and popular image full of vitality, a mascot is able
to materialize the Olympic spirit, communicate the concepts of each Olympic
Games, promote the history and culture of the host city and create a festive
atmosphere for the Games. Whatever shapes they have, they fundamentally share a
creative rationale, that is, the mascots must be able to convey the theme of the

Olympic Games, showcase the distinctive geographical features, history and culture

unique to the host city.
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"Schuss", a little man on skis, is actually the very first unofficial Olympic
mascot. Schuss appeared at the 1968 Olympic Winter Games in Grenoble. Schuss

was the skiing forerunner of all future Olympic mascots.




