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Abstract

Pearl S. Buck, a famous American woman writer, Nobel
Prize winner of the year 1938, spent 41 years of her life in China
and was deeply immersed in Chinese culture. Her works and
opinions serve as a good illustration for cultural differences and
exchanges. Embodied in her novels, speeches and letters are
thoughts relevant to Chinese and western culture. These works,
together with her personal efforts in the cultural communication
and understanding between China and the western world, make
her one of the most important figures in the history of cultural
exchange between China and the west.

The present dissertation focuses on the whole process of
Pearl Buck’s acceptance, understanding and spread of Chinese
culture. Chapter 1 is an exploration of the historical origin of her
cultural orientation. Understanding cultural position and identity
of Pearl Buck is the key to relevant research. Her special cultural
status is the result of her personal experience and her education
and life environment. And the general historical background
when Chinese and western culture were in the climax of clashing
and merging also contributed to the shaping of her cultural
stand. In her opinions we can find both oriental and western

spirit, both tradition and modern thoughts. Standing between
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oriental and western culture, Pearl buck faced the problem of
finding the self and solving the problem of cultural identity. And
the dilemma for her to stand between Chinese and western cul-
ture, though bringing her some painful mental sufferings,
widens her vision and makes her a real communicator between
different cultures. It is necessary to understand Pearl Buck from
the angle of time and culture in which she was situated.

Chapter 2 clarifies Pearl Buck’s thoughts embodied in her
literary creation, speeches and letters, and makes concrete anal-
ysis into her views on family, education and the status of wom-
en. The foresights and limitations of her thoughts are discussed.
Pearl Buck’s cultural stand represents her understanding of Chi-
nese and western culture, which is set in the general background
of the development of thinking mode and the exchange of culture
in modern China. Through the analysis of the particular person,
the chapter focuses on what happens when different cultures
meet and merge.

Chapter 3 discusses the special contributions of Pearl Buck
in cultural exchange. Historically speaking, Pearl Buck’s works
present us a precious picture of customs and thoughts of modern
China. Her expression of cultural awareness from a more popular
level reflects her cultural orientation. Her translation of All Men
Are Brothers is a valuable attempt to communicate Chinese and
western culture, and represents her vies on culture communica-
tion and exchange. '

In chapter 4 Pearl Buck’s associations with Chinese
renowned people, such as Lin Yutang, Yan Yangchu, Lao She,
Wang Ying, were explored on a comprehensive level. A compar-
ative research method is adopted in the analysis of issues for
which they show strong concern. The important role of Pearl

Buck as a bridge between China and America is emphasized,



Abstract

while the exchange and dialogue between Pearl Buck and Chinese
society are explored.

Chapter 5 analyzes Pearl Buck’s reflection on the spread of
Christianity in China. Pearl Buck was a missionary who preached
to American people the importance of cross-cultural communica-
tion and anti-racialism. Her religious thoughts can be concluded
as moving from conquering to exchange and harmony, from God
to human beings, the supreme form of which is that “all men are
brothers”.

The last chapter of the dissertation explores Pearl Buck’s
contribution in social activities including her efforts in editing A-
sia and her activities in some associations.

In Conclusion, the author holds it that Pearl Buck’s cultural
ideal is to seek a cultural harmony, to which she devoted her
whole life. This is also where the value of her works lies. Pearl
Buck’s cultural practice also proves it that clashes between cul-
tures are temporary and transient, while exchange is possible,
and cultural harmony should be the basic principle in Chinese and

western cultural exchange.

Key words:
Pearl Buck; Chinese culture; cultural exchange between China
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