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Be Gratefull Close to the Forest
(Forward)

Forest is a place where grass can enjoy growing and eagles enjoy flying. It is
a place where the red shows its sentiment and the green expresses its
feeling. Forest is not only a territory for various bio-species including the
exotic flowers and the rare herbs, the flying birds and the running animals, it
is also an ecological garden on which the human development depends. In
the light of its functional value of “exhaling the old and inhaling the new”, it

is more a dynamic lung of the earth.

Forest also yields social and public benefits such as the conservancy of the
water resources, holding of the water and soil, resisting the wind and fixing
the sand, improving of the soil, regulating the climate, reducing the natural
disasters, protecting the agriculture and animal husbandry as well as the
safety of human life etc. In addition forest can take in dioxide an produce
oxygen, absorb dusts, eliminate poisonous gases and purify the atmosphere,
reduce the noise, beautify the environment and facilitate the physical and
spiritual health of human being. We cannot but feel a hearty and special
sense of gratitude to the forest when we drink the clean, rich and fresh
water, eat the green and healthy food and breathe the refreshing and fragrant

air that seeps into our whole body.

The benefit of the bio—communities in the forest ecosystem and their
services to the human being in the process of material recycling and energy
transfor mation is self-evident. They not only provide the human being with
the various bio-resources and regenerated energy resource, but atso provide
continuously to the human being the ecological, social and economic
services. Forest is undoubtedly a wealth of resources that is beyond

measurement. It is probably because of this equation between the forest
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resources and the wealth that to seek the profit and wealth maximization,
such exploitative behavior on the resources, which is like to kill the goose
that lays the golden eggs, appeared. Trees were cut indiscriminately, large
areas of forest have disappeared, and as the result human being is suffering

the catastrophic revenge in the misbalanced eco—environment.

In fact human being has already begun to reexamine his concept and values
towards the great nature including the forests, and rise gradually from
“human being orientation” to the level of “harmony between human being
and the nature”. The globalized “Forest protection” and “Afforestation” is

the declaration of progress of green civilization.

The great nature has never been over demanding to the human being. He
only improves the human being to repress a little bit of his detestable
greediness. He only pleads the human being to hold the “tree slaughtering
and show some mercy”. If human being can show kindness and love towards
the great nature, be nice to every grass and tree around him, and protect the
forest on which the human life relies, the great nature will present him in

return a spring with a blaze of colors and scenes of prosperous joy.

Recently, 1 made an inspection trip on Hainan’s Mangrove forest and met
Lin Xufei. I had a strong regret for not having known him earlier. The
meeting was so enlightening. The most impressive thing is Lin Xufei’s
gratitude to the forest, and to safeguard the natural environment on which
the human survival depends. This is a precious and kind act, which should

be encouraged and supported. Therefore I am willing to offer this forward.

Guan Junwei
Senior Acadimician, Chinese Acadimy of Engineering
Nov. 19, 2005 Beijing
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