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A About the Author
The Grimm Bro'rhersv

Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm known as The Grimm Brothers
were born at Hanau in Hasse—Kassel, Germany. Jacob Grimm
the second son, was born on January 4, 1785 and Wilhelm
Grimm the third son, was born on February 24, 1786. The
Grimms were a large family of nine children, eight boys and
one girl. Their father was a lawyer and after his death they
set out to Kassel to attend law school and to follow in their
father’s footsteps.

The Grimms had been collecting fairy tales from the
people of Hesse since the early 1800’s. In 1812, the Grimm
Brothers published their first volume of eighty—six stories and
tales. In 1814 the second volume contained seventy stories.
The stories were a success and the brothers were
recognized for their outstanding work in 1819 with honorary
doctorates from Marburg University. Through the years the
brothers were working as librarians in different Universities.

In 1838 they began the work on the thirty—two volumes
of a German dictionary, which focuses on history. Within the
next ten years the Grimms resigned from their teaching at
the university of Berlin and devoted their time to the
completion of the dictionary, but they did not live to see
the final edition of their German dictionary.

Wilhelm Grimm died on December 16, 1859 and Jacob
Grimm on September 20, 1863.
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Classic Fairy Tales

The Magic Mill

A long time ago, far, far away, there lived two brothers.
One was quite rich; the other was very poor. The rich brother,
a seller of salt, lived on a little island. He had sold salt for
many years and had a great deal of money. But the poor one
didn’t even have enough food for his wife and children.

One day, his wife said, “What’ll happen to us? Do you
want me and the children to die? There’s nothing to eat.
Why don’t you go and ask your brother for some money?”

“My brother loves his money very much. I'm sure he’ll
not give me any. But whatever the result, I'll go and see
him.” He got into his boat and sailed across to the island
where his brother lived.

When he arrived, he found his brother at home, counting?
his money.

“What’s the matter? Why have you come here?”

“Brother, I’ve no food in my house. Please give me
one of those gold pieces you are counting.”

“No. These are mine. You are very lazy. Why do you
not go and work?”

“I’ve tried to find some work, but I can’t. Now there’s
no bread in my house for my children.”

“I’ll not give you any money, but I'll give you some
bread. If I give you a loaf of bread, will you go away and
not come back?”

“Yes. Please give me the bread.”

I 1. mill:n. &, BBV, BEN
2. count:v. ¥
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The rich brother threw a loaf of bread to him, and he
went away.

While he was on his way® home, he came to an old
man sitting by the side of the road.

“What’s that you are carrying?” said the old man. “Is
it bread? I’ve not had anything to eat for two days.”

“This loaf of bread is for my own children. But I don’t
want to see other people go hungry’. I’'ll cut a piece of it
for you.”

He cut a piece of the loaf and gave it to the old man,
who thanked him and began to eat. When he had finished,
the old man said, “Now I'll do something for yow I’ll show
you the home of the fairies® who live underground. If you
show them the bread, they’'ll want to buy it from you. But
do not let them give you any money. Ask them for the
little mill that stands behind their door. Do as I say, and
you’ll become rich. When you come back, I'll show you
how to use® it.”

The old man then led him into a wood. He pointed to
a hole in the ground. It looked like a hole made by a big
rabbit. Inside, the hole grew bigger and a little stone door
could be seen.

“That’s the fairies’ home. Get in and open the door.
I’'ll wait until you come out,” said the old man.

The poor man got into the hole, opened the door, and
went in. It was dark inside the door, and for some time he
could see nothing. Then, when he could see more clearly,

3. on one’s way...: f£ Lo 8%

4. go hungry. &R

5. fairy.n. /MER , K8

6. show sb. how to do sth..# ¥ A=



Classic Fairy Tales

he saw many little fairies. They came and stood round him.

“What is that?” said one of them. “Is it white bread?
Please give it to us, or sell it to us.”

“We’ll give you gold and silver for it,” said another.

“No,” said the poor man. “I don’t want gold or silver.
Give me that old mill that stands behind the door, and 1’1l
give you the loaf of bread.”

At first they did not want to give him the mill for the
bread, so he turned away.

But some of the fairies began to cry, “let him have the
old mill. We never use it now. And only good people can
make it work.”

Then they gave him the mill. He put it under his arm
and went out of fairy land’. He found the old man waiting
for him.

“That’s it,” the old man said. “This is how to use it.
Only good people can use it. You must never let any other
person use it.”

It was quite late when the poor man reached home.

“Where have you been?” asked his wife. “There’s no
fire and no food in the house. The children are cold and
crying for food. What’s that you are carrying? It looks like
an old mill.”

“It’s a mill,” he said “Now watch. Say what you want,
and you’ll have it.”

He put the mill on the table and began to turn it. Out
of the little mill came wood for the fire, oil for lighting and
cooking, clothes, corn, and many other good things.

| 7. fairy land.{lii&
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“It’s a magic mill,” said his wife. “Now we’re rich.”

“Yes, but no one should know about it. We must hide
it and use it only when no one is watching.”

The poor man soon became as rich as his brother. He did
not keep all the good things for his own family. He gave
many things to his poor friends.

When his brother heard about this, he said to himself,
“I do not know why my brother has become rich. I must
find the reason for his richness.”

For a long time he tried to find out the reason, but he
could not. One day he gave a servant® some money and
ordered him to watch the house of his brother’s at night.

That night, the servant looked through the window and
saw the family standing round the mill, which was working.
He went back and told what he had seen to the rich
brother.

The next day he went to his brother and said, “you are
now quite rich, and I know the reason. Sell the mill to me.
How much money do you want for it?”

“I cannot sell it,” said the poor man. “It must never
leave my hands. The old man said, ‘there’ll be great danger
if you sell it or give it to any other person.’ ”

Then the rich brother sailed home. But one dark night,
he came back, went very quietly into the house, and stole
the mill. He quickly carried it to the sea, got into the boat
and sailed away to his island in a hurry®.

But he couldn’t wait, he wanted very much to make
the mill work while he was sailing in the boat.

| 8. servant:n. il A
9. in a hurry: 4t #h
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“Salt,” he said. “Salt is what I sell, and it is what I
want.” Then he began to turn the mill.

Then salt began to come out of the mill. He laughed
and began to sing and dance. Masses' of salt came out to
fill the boat. The boat became low in the water. He tried
to throw some of the salt into the sea. But more came in.
He stopped laughing, singing and dancing. Then he began
to be afraid.

More salt came out of the mill, and soon the boat was
full of" it. Then water came in and filled the boat. The
boat went down, down to the bottom of the sea, carrying
with the thief and the magic mill.

There, at the bottom of the sea, the mill was still turning,
making more and more salt.

That is the reason (some people say) why the water of
the sea is salty'2
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The Seven Ravens'

A man had seven sons, but however much he wished
for* a daughter, it seemed that his wish would never come
true’. Finally his wife gave him hope for another child, and
when it came into the world it was indeed a girl. Great
was their joy, but the child was so small and weak that, to
save her life, she was to be christened* at once.

The father sent one of the boys to run quickly to the
well and get some water. The other six ran along with

. raven:n. 38

. wish for. /88

. come true: & FI K

. christen.v. J----. HEVEHL
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him. Because each one of them wanted to be the first one to
get the water, the jug fell into the well. There they stood,
not knowing what to do, and none of them dared to go
home.

When they did not return, the father grew impatient®,
and said, “they must have forgotten what they went after’
because they were playing, those godless’ boys.”

Fearing that the girl would die without being -chris-
tened, he cried out in anger, “I wish that those boys would
all turn into® ravens.”

He had hardly spoken these words when he heard a
whirring’ sound above his head, and looking up, he saw
seven coal-black ravens flying up and away.

The parents could not take back the curse, and how-
ever sad they were at the loss of their seven sons, they
were still somewhat comforted” because of their dear little
daughter, who soon gained strength and became more
beautiful every day.

For a long time she did not know that she had had
brothers, for her parents took care? not to mention them
to her.

However, one day by chance® she heard some people

. impatient:adj. A i 5§

. go after ;83K B &

. godless:adj. TEIME, R{EME,BEYN

. turn into B, Y

9. whirr.v. MM {EmR

10. take back the curse: I EI5 %, curse:n. i, B %, iH%
11. comfort.v. %&f

12. take care:/h.0> B &, 4.0

13. by chance: {8/K#1, &5k #s
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