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TRANSLATOR'S INTRODUCTION

Tue Social Contract is, as Rousseau explains in his preface, a
fragment of something much more ambitious — a comprehensive !
work on Institutions politiques which he began to write in 1743
but never finished. In 1743 Rousseau was thirty-one years old, and
working as private secretary to the Comte de Montaigu® 2’, French
Ambassador to the Venetian Republic. This place gave Rousseau his
first intimate acquaintance with politics and government. The
Ambassador was a retired general with no qualifications or aptitude
for diplomacy. Rousseau, who was quick and capable, and could
speak Italian, performed the duties of Embassy Secretary.
Unfortunately, he had no official status; he was not a diplomatist;
he was the Ambassador’s personal employee; he was, as the
Ambassador tactlessly*3’ reminded him from time to time., a
domestic servant. Rousseau felt cheated and humiliated. To do the
work of a diplomatist and be treated like a lackey'!’ was
unbearable. * Within a year, he was gone, dismissed, and not even
given his promised wages.

What made the Comte de Montaigu’s attitude the more unbearable
to Rousseau was not only the injustice, but also the underlying® >’

{13 comprehensive adj. £, L4541

{22 Comte de Montaigu 32 A (8

(3) tactlessly adv. FEEA{# A

£4) lackey n. CFHIBRE BAh, FM

» Indeed Voltaire put about the false story that Rousseau had been the

Ambassador's valet, not his secretary. For evidence of Rousseau’s duties at
the Embassy see R. A. Leigh. ed., Correspondance compléte de Jean-
Jacques Rousseaw. Geneva, 1965 ( hereinafter abridged as Corr.
compleéte) . vols. 1 and 2.

r5) underlying adj. ¥7ER . AW



Translator’s Introduction  iii

reality: Jean-Jacques was a servant, and he had never been
anything much better. He had the soul and the mind, as the whole
world was soon to recognize. of an exceptional and superior being,
but his rank and condition were humble. !’ He had been:born in
Geneva on 28 June 1712, the second son of Isaac Rousseau. a
spirited and irresponsible watchmaker of that city. His mother died
a few days after giving him birth. He was brought up, together with
his elder brother, by an aunt and a nurse maid. Isaac Rousseau,
who had a passion for books, entertained his sons by reading them
novels, histories and the heroic biographies of Plutarch®?’, so that
Rousseau could afterwards boast. “I was a Roman before 1 was
twelve.” In fact, by the time he was ten, the readings from
Plutarch had come to an end; his father had fought a duel® 37 which
obliged him to quit Geneva. and the sons were boarded out with a
Calvinist pastor’?7 and his sister. At the age of thirteen Rousseau
was apprenticed’®? to an engraver, at whose house he lived.

“My trade,” he recalled many years later, “did not displease
me in itself. ... 1 should perhaps have succeeded if the brutality of
my master and excessive constraint had not disgusted me with the
work. ” * L6

Rousseau’s very first taste of employment was thus to him an
experience of bondage. He had grown up in greater freedom than

(1) Hehad ... were humble. Hn3&-MEFRZRIAMATEE . L& 54 T H AR 0
BEMRM BT S i S R AR IR .

{21 Plutarch, F&IE T (£Y 46 120 ) H A E¥ER HEB(FERZ I A
(ERESNEE 3:0)5%:3 8- Ak ot 2 St

£33 fight a duel 3}

€43 Calvinist pastor fFR SCECHUNM 5 /R SCHL . ik B B8 803 80— 1 00K s John
Calvin, 298 « B4R 3L (1509—1564) X HAIHA

(51 be apprenticed to %5+ XY42¢ 1

% Quoted by Jean Guéhenno in Jean-Jacques Rousseaw, trans. J. and D.

Weightman. London. 1966. vol. 1, p.15.

€61 Ishould ... the work. EREAIE FHRE R A ARAE SR T/ T
ERYIE REF R RIIRERT .



iv  Translator’s Introduction

most children. He had been petted, even spoiled by his father and
by the several women who did their best to make up to him for the
loss of his mother. Besides, as one of his biographers has noted,
Rousseau belonged to a family which had come down‘!’ in the
world, and in his early years “he suffered from a kind of social
down-grading which he was to spend his whole life trying to
rectify”C27* His father had failed as a watchmaker partly because
he was too cultured a man for an artisan’s trade and partly because
he had not enough strength of character to make the best of
his situation. {37 Isaac Rousseau lived in a world of fantasy, he
wasted the legacy his wife had left him, and he was finally forced
into exile because he insisted on settling a dispute by a
“gentleman’s” appeal to the sword. In some ways, perhaps, he was
like his son.

One Sunday evening in March 1728, when he was not yet
sixteen, Rousseau found himself shut out of Geneva after a walk in
the country; he had forgotten the time, and the city gates were
closed when he reached them. This had happened to him twice
before, and his master had beaten him for staying out all night.
This time he decided he would not go back at all.™ So his life of
wandering began.

In the Catholic principality of Savoy, ¢ *? surrounding the city of
Geneva, priests were on the look-out for convertst®’ among the
young people who came from that Calvinist republic. Not only

{11 come down &%
[2) rectify vt. ¥iF, %
* op. cit., p.14.

(37 His father ... his situation. 3/EH-F % F 895 3 2 Ff LS &R 4 B Bl b 5t F
TEATHMNS KA RFRET B RE N ESHEHRE D
PB4 .

»% Less perhaps because he feared a beating than because he yearned for
adventure. See Georges May, Rousseau par lui-méme. Paris, 1963. p. 8.
{43 the Catholic principality of Savoy B R (xE—#Z) WX L5 EH
[5) convert n. BRIKHE
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priests; there were proselytizers(!’ also among the laity“?’,
including a remarkable woman of thirty, the Baroness de
Warens®37, who lived, separated from her husband, at Annecy and
specialized in helping young men. It was to Madame de Warens that
Rousseau was sent by the first Catholic friend he made in Savoy. To his
surprise, she was agreeably unlike the usual charitable lady of the
parish. “What I saw was a face that was charm itself; beautiful, blue
eyes, full of sweetness; a ravishing complexion 4’, the curve of an

9 *

enchanting bosom. Madame de Warens was a romantic as well as a
pious woman. Her religious sentiments were never perhaps wholly
distinct from erotic feelings; one form of ecstasy merged easily into
another; but if her converts and her protégés" °’ were sometimes also
her lovers, her connexion with the priests protected her from
scandal. She even received from the King of Sardinia® ¢’ a pension in
recognition of her work for the salvation of young Protestant souls.
Madame de Warens did not immediately detain Rousseau at
Annecy. She urged him on to Turin“7’, where he was to renounce
his Protestant faith and lodge in a Catholic hospicet 87. Then to earn
his keep he was obliged to become a footman. He disliked the
experience and. remembering Madame de Warens, went back to
Annecy the following summer to seek her patronage®®’. This time

(1) proselytizer n. FER LB EHE

23 laity n. {5 A M7

(33 Baroness de Warens & H Bk A A48 1731 BT N B AT ED A
1733 S4B R A A A A

{43 ravishing complexion 4> A 8431 R ik

»  Confessions. See (Euvres complétes, Bibliothéque de la Pléiade. Paris.
1959--1965 (hereinafter abridged as “Pléiade™). vol. 1. p.49.
53 protégé n. FFFHIA

(61 King of Sardinia # T £ : #( Y & (EKHERPEN—T5) T K (ERA
- BIAK)

€73 Turin #RTEXFIPY LT I EHEE

{82 lodge in a Catholic hospice ¢k 7E-~& K FHUKAEFF

79 seek her patronage 3 ith AU{R 4 . T3k i 98 BY



vi  Translator’s Introduction

she took him into her household and mothered him; he called her
maman and she called him petit. She also arranged for him to have
music lessons. and so provided the training for what was sometimes to
prove his chief means of earning a living, a bearable alternative to
domestic service: work as a music copyist and music teacher. £ 17

Madame de Warens also gave Rousseau access tol?? a
substantial library, and thus enabled him to educate himself from
books. From time to time, Rousseau wandered away from Madame
de Warens' house, working for other employers, travelling in
search of adventures, seeking his identity, * but he always returned
to what was the only home he had. When he was twenty, Madame
de Warens decided. as Rousseau puts it, “to treat me as a man”.
The affair lasted for six years; then Rousseau discovered that
Madame de Warens had taken another lover, one Winzenried®4’.
Gradually. Rousseau’s life ceased to centre on her house in the
Savoy. While working as a tutor in the family of Monsieur de
Mably, brother of the socialist theorist. the Abbé de Mably,
Rousseau conceived the idea of becoming a writer, and this ambition
prompted him to seek his fortune in Paris.

Rousseau’s first problem as a budding® ® writer was to discover
the medium in which to express what he had to say. He had never
any doubt that a writer’s mission was to give verbal expression to
the truth; at the same time he felt that the truth was melancholy® 6’
and disturbing. He had also the familiar problem of a livelihood.
When music copying and music lessons did not bring in enough. he

C13 Shealso ... music teacher. it ZEHEM I B SR R . 3 R O i 382 4 T % BHE
M ERRE T RO BT AR FH R —MRERS s
UFN R A BE L

£2) give access to fE1FHI A ; HEVFIE A

= This last was perhaps a life-long quest. See R. Grimsley. Jean-Jacques

Rousseawu . A Study in Self-awareness. University of Wales Press. 1961.

(1) Winzenried n. M85 %

(5] budding adj. HIREBEN.SEBLME

67 melancholy adj. 4 AMCHRHY
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became private secretary to another benefactress'!'’, Madame
Dupin, wife of a rich tax-farmer. It was through this connexion that
Rousseau’ gained the opportunity to enter what he visualized as the
more distinguished world of diplomacy as secretary to the French
Ambassador in Venice.

The year in Venice was miserable. The Comte de Montaigu
and his secretary got on one another’s nervest2J. Rousseau became
increasingly bitter as he felt more exploited, deceived and abused.
The Ambassador found Rousseau impudentt3’, churlish®*? and
hysterical. They parted, each thinking the other mad and each
accusing the other of robbing him. Besides, Rousseau did not much
care for Venice or the Venetians. Architecture did not appeal to
him, and Venice lacked nature. Its famous courtesans’’? did not
provide the kind of love he wanted; one of them advised him to give
up women and study mathematics. His chief consolation was the
Italian opera, which he adored. As a republican city-state he
considered Venice much inferior, politically, to his native Geneva,
but at least the comparison prompted him to start writing what he
himself regarded as his most important book:

Of the different works that I had on the stocks [he wrote long
afterwards in his Confessions] the one ... at which I worked with
the greatest liking, to which I wished to dedicate myself all my life,
and which, in my belief, was to set the seal upon my reputation,
was my Institutions politiguest8’ ... 1 had come to see that
everything was radically connected with politics, and that whatever

[1) benefactress n. LHiF. LB A

(23 getonsb.'s nerves {§i¥ AR R%&

£33 impudent adj. ¥& &, TiLEY

(4] churlish adj. ¥EHY, TALEY

(53 courtesan n. Sk, A

€63 at which ... Institutions politiques AR KB BAZ W BES. &
HHERAEMBHOB £ ARG CEERAE R, ERERACEIE
Tl
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was done about it, no nation would be other than what the nature of

*

its government made it. ...

After the interlude T !? in Venice. Rousseau made his way back
to Paris. He was still angry and indignant about the way he had
been treated, but once in Paris his fortunes began to change. He
had already made friends with an enterprising contemporary,
another young man who had come up from the provinces. Denis
Diderot’ %7, and the two of them talked of taking the literary world
of France by storm. Their dreams were extravagant, but in the
event their success was far greater than anything they
contemplated. ¢ 37 Rousseau first made his mark as a musician. He
invented a new system of musical notation. It was not accepted by
the Academy. but it gained him an award. His Dissertation sur la
musique moderne®*? was published, and attracted notice. He also
composed operas and ballets in the Italian style. His ballet Les
Muses galantest®? was performed in Paris in the autumn of 1745,
and enjoyed some success in spite of the open scorn of Rameaut 67,
the leading French composer of the time. Rousseau’s opera Le
Devin du village® 7’ was played at Fontainebleau®8” in 1752 before
a delighted audience which included the King. Rousseau might then
have had a Royal pension, but, torn by conflicting emotions.,
longing for the money but proud and contemptuous of kings, he let

* Pléiade, vol. 1. p.404.
£13 interlude n. EXETEA ) By E) . [a] B A4 A a]
(27 Denis Diderot F}2 4y » K% (1713-—-1784) . B:EH ¥R . MTK. . GF2

YitwE
{33 Their dreams ... they contemplate. fi{i]JA9%BFIE.HELFR L. AT R
A BRI A B X,

(431 Dissertation sur la musique moderne { % F L4LHFFRHIE)Y
(513 Les Muses galantes ¢ X2 »

(6) Rameau 1yE.5H 18 EAEMHME

(73 Le Devin du village { % W REIHY

(81 Fontainebleau A A% . EEILHBE ACEEEAR. FELNER



