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Discuss the following questions in class.
. Why are words important for people?

2. What is the best way to increase your English vocabulary?

The Study of Words

The study of words is not merely' something that has to do with literature’. Words are your
tools of thought. You can’t even think at all without them. Try it. If you are planning to go
downtown? this afternoon you will find that you are saying to yourself: “I think I will go
downtown this afternoon.” You can’t make such a simple decision* as this without using
words.

2 Without words you could make no decisions and form no judgments® whatsoever®. A
pianist’ may have the most beautiful tunes® in his head, but if he had only five keys on his piano®
he would never get more than a fraction'® of these tunes out.

3 Your words are your keys for your thoughts. And the more words you have at your
command'', the deeper, clearer and more accurate'* will be your thinking.

4 A command of English will not only improve the processes' of your mind. It will give
you assurance'*; build your self-confidence; lend color to your personality'’: and increase your
popularity’®. Your words are your personality. Your vocabulary is you.

Your words are all that we, your friends. have to know and judge you by. You have no
other medium'” for telling us your thoughts — for convincing'® us. persuading us, and giving
us orders.

Words are explosive'’. Phrases are packed® with TNT. A simple word can destroy*' a
friendship or land a large order™'. The proper phrases in the mouths of clerks can double™ the
sales of a department store. The wrong words used by a political leader have lost him an
election®.

Words have changed the direction of history. Words can also change the direction of your

life. They have often raised a man from mediocrity™ to success.




% If you consciously? increase your vocabulary you will unconsciously® raise yourself to
a more important station® in life, and the new and higher position you have won will, in turn®,
give you a better opportunity*’ for further enriching* your vocabulary. It is a beautiful and

successful cycle™.

New Words and Expressions

' merely* /'‘miall/ ad. AL, A At

2 diterature /literat fo(r)/ n. 1. X, LF4EL 2. Lk, BPHEH

Pogo downtown £ & X

4 decision /di'sizen/ . 1. & 2. B2, Ry, k¥

Fojudgteyment/'d3adzmont/ n. 1. FE, &L, BN 2. Hk A 3. FH, Hlr

® whatsoeverd / hwotsov'eva(r), hwat-/ ad (B F % % 8] & vl o 3% 45 R )4EA4T

7 pianist* /'pronist, prlenist/ n. AR

8 tunce*/tjuin/n. 1. &y f, &-F 2. F=, HA v BE, AE

¢ piano /pr'enav/ n. M5

Y fractiond /'frek[on/ n. (X465 — b3R5, —EIL, R B

' command /ko'ma:ind, ko'mand/ v./n. 44, 548 0. ¥iE, ERARSD

2 accurate® /'ekjorot/ a. A, A

B oprocess /'prouses/ n. |. it 42, #4222 LA, ®AEEI LT v w1, &R

4 assurance /o' fuarans/ n. 13 A, 813

5 personality® / paiso'nzlot/ n. 4~

1o popularity* / popju'laeratl/ n. £ %8, %%

7 medium* /'mirdiom/ n. 1. A4, 5K 2. FREI(M), EF a FEIY, FF
o, i ¥

% convince /kon'vins/ ve. 1 # 15, #A{ZIR

9 explosiveA /ik'splausiv/ a. e n 15 H

2 pack /pek/v. L g HFrl—H, £F2 ML, & ré n b, &

2 destroy /di'strov/ v. 1. 883K, #53R 2. i K

2 and/lend/ v. 3£ %

B order/'ordo(r)/ n. 1.iT#, ZH, XK 2. 44, B3 kA, WA v.1. 44,
B 2. 2W, S(RRF)

2 double /'dabl/ v. 4 AfE de--- - W —4% a. 1. 265 2. WA, M FH) 3. MAH

% clection* /1'lekfon/ n. i

* mediocrity® / miidi'vkratr, ,med-/ n. F & ; -F L

FE: % AOR A AR ARGRRRIBMBIANT, WEORKFFEIBENRIGIRIT, *FmLUE R A

1Al BT 4 AR A 1)



conscious /'konfas /a. 1. (of) K &84y, 8 &2 0 EFEY

consciously /'konfash / ad. # €173

% ynconsciously® /an'konfasly/ ad. &% 123

2 gtation /'sterfon/ n. 1 M4z, &4, BA4L 2 % 3k

0 in turn BT A

3 gpportunity /,opa'tjuinaty/ n. ALa, B

2 enrich® /in'ritf/ v & FF

3 oevele /'sarkl/ n. 136, A2 A%, Bl kv | HhfrE, HARKEL2R
I, VEVAINE R

Proper Noun

-Aﬁer Reodinﬁ
A . Main Ideas ‘

Fill in the blanks with appropriate words according to the
above reading passage.

TNT #5,5 B6 (B = 5L H 55) Utrinitrotoluene FY4EEK )

Words are an important tool for people to think and to communicate with each
other. Only when you have a of a large number of words can you
make ) and form . The more words you have

your command, the deeper, clearer and more will be
your thinking. Furthermore, correct use of words can lead you
great success, which, in , will help you get more

to further increase your vocabulary.

B. Detailed understanding(‘

l. Choose the answer that best completes each sentence or
answers each question.

1. In the passage, the author mainly wants to say that
A. the study of words has nothing to do with literature
B. a large vocabulary may help you get high on the social ladder
C. without words, you could still make decisions and form judgments

D. actions speak louder than words
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2. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?
A. The more words you have at your command, the less accurate your thinking will be.
B. A political leader won the election though he used the wrong words.

C. Words are like explosives and can destroy a department store.
D. Words are powerful because they can often help an average person to achieve

Success.

3. The author mentions that words have
A. set new historical records
B. failed to change people’s life
C. had influence on social development

D. formed close friendship among people

4. Which of the following is not true according to the passage?
A. You can only make a simple decision if you do not use words.
B. If a piano had no keys one could never compose any music on it.
C. Words are so powertul that they can lead people to success.
D. Learning English well can increase your self-confidence and improve your

personality.

5. If the author decides to add one more paragraph to the end of the passage, the new
paragraph will most probably talk about
A. how to enlarge one’s vocabulary
B. how to raise a man from mediocrity to success
C. how to gain a high social position with the command of vocabulary

D. how different words are formed in English

. Answer the following questions by completing the
responses provided.

1. In what way can words be compared with the keys on a piano?

A pianist uses the keys to express the tunes while a speaker uses

2. How do we usually learn about other people’s characters?
We form an impression of other people by judging
3. What may happen if a clerk in a department store has a good command of English?

The sales of the store may be




4. What might happen to a political leader when he uses wrong words?

He might lose the

5. In what way can a higher social position help you?

When we move high in social position, we can expect to

C . Detailed Study of the Text @

o The study of words is not merely something that has to do with literature.
(para. 1) falilZ4 2] 8 B 5077 £ OCHK,
have something to do with ... &% “L5----- HXZ" ., 5 2HHAEAHEL AT have
much/little/nothing to do with...,
e You can’t make such a simple decision as this without using words. (para. 1)
IEREA L, BEGIXHERIRAIRE, R LEER,
make a decision A “{EiRE”., such..as &H “1%-- 47, 4.
There is no such thing as a free lunch. %A L RITFE,
o Without words you could make no decisions and form no judgments whatsoever.
(para. 2) {% A 1AL PRELTCiE A L AR ] ok 7 FHHT
whatsoever = whatever, A&8liH, ¥ AT HEXNG, Bh “SE (4, Lt
ft&”, .
There is no doubt whatsoever that she is an excellent nurse. £ JCEE[R], M2
B DA 01 OF 1 o8
e And the more words you have at your command, the deeper, clearer and more
accurate will be your thinking. (para. 3) R BRI £ |, RAD B YE kR
BOE. RRIEMWT, AUERR,
XBALFE--4 “The more ..., the more...” FJARY, Fox “BE--- B "
B &EH) 5 A The more (I ZLLEBIE ) (+ BfEHA () + Fi5+
Hi&, the more (BUH ELLALHIF D) + Fi& +iFiE, filan.
The harder you work, the more you will get. i T {E#£%2 11, WsRabbk K,
9 Your words are all that we, your friends, have to know and judge you by. (para. 5)
TEATRIIIA , AR HIE Sk IR, PRAIR,
all JF % &L id that 51— FEIEME), judge ... by/from ... F A “H

A man should be judged by his deeds, not his words. H|¥ -4~ Ay AR HE LY
12, mARMEE I G E W 5 IR SO IR )

Judging by his accent, he must be from the North, LA 171 35 i, - 7€
ZALH N,




@ You have no other medium for telling us your thoughts — for convincing us,
persuading us, and giving us orders. (para. 5) 1] A PRI 1R IR IR IR
FBABLAVEAR IR, WSS AT T ikdE 4.

A4 telling, convincing, persuaduw. giving 5 [ P94~ sh & IR ELIEVE /T il
BiE . medium (Y& B IER A media,

o The wrong words used by a political leader have lost him an election. (para. 6)
L BiA SR 1T A 2 BRI
used by a political leader %1t F: 7 tal%i15 , M{EE T, T The wrong words,
lose sb. an election B8 A4 “{F 5L A sk d:0”, 5 2 )ialZa % win sh. an
election,,

0 They have often raised a man from mediocrity to success. (para. 7) 35 S EEE
FERESSILE - -4 P NHUAR L
{tid] They #§ words, {Hpbab& r “&HEEE .

Q ... and the new and higher position you have won will, in turn, give you a better
opportunity for further enriching your vocabutary. (para. 8) {5 {5 (BT 25
R, Rk SCA PRI 441 B TPl & .

RADY FELER) A “ FiE(the new and higher position)+ i 1% Zhinl(give)+ [
R (you)+ LB 15(‘1 better opportunity)”, 1rii] for J5 R zh £ ik,
P i, intum A R, .

Theory is based on practice and in furn serves practice. PRV Al Sk,

SR A SRR SS o

D. Taking About the Text ‘

Work in pairs. Ask and answer the following questions first
and then put your answers together to make an oral
composition.

. Why are words important?

. Can you think without words?

. Can you make simple decisions without using words?
. In what way are words similar to the keys on a piano?

. In addition to helping you to think, what else can words do to your confidence and

B S S

personality?
6. What can words do to a friendship, sales of a store and political elections?

7. What may happen if you increase your vocabulary?




Discuss the following questions in class.
I. Do you think that there are differences between the Chinese
culture and Western cultures? If yes, can you give one or two

examples?

o

. Have you ever talked with a foreigner? What problems might

youhave or have you had when talking with a foreigner?

Polite’ and Rude?

I You’ve probably already discovered that learning a foreign language isn’t just learning
new words and grammar. In order to speak fluently® — and to avoid some embarrassing?
situations — you must learn how to use the words and grammatical® structures® within the
context’ of the culture®.

2 Not only must you learn the vocabulary. but you must learn which words to choose in
which situations. English speakers use a lot of euphemisms® — polite, less direct words for
things or ideas that may cause embarrassment'’. Sometimes words with the same meanings
produce different feelings in the listeners, so you must choose words caretully depending
upon'! the situation.

Every culture has specific'” rules for polite behavior'¥ and certain words for special
situations. Different cultures also have customary'* ways to act and to look at and touch people.
What are considered polite manners in one culture might be terribly rude in another. One of
the difficulties of learning a foreign language is learning what is considered polite and rude
in the culture of that language. The dictionary doesn’t tell you this.

4 Do you remember your first impressions'® of North Americans (or people from other
cultures as well)? Have you noticed that North Americans like to have a lot of personal space
around them and feel very uncomfortable if they have to stand too close to others? Perhaps you
wondered'® why they stood so far away from you.

5 Were you surprised at the way North Americans eat? Different cultures not only have
different foods, but people also eat in ditferent ways. In the United States and Canada, eating
is a social'” occasion'®, and people like to talk while they eat. North Americans don’t make
noise or talk while they have food in their mouths. One person chews'” while a second person

talks, and then the second person talks while the first person chews!




6 Learning to behave™ as the people of the target”' culture is almost like learning a new
dance step. You may feel awkward* at first. But once you pick up the rules, you can follow

the tunes and enjoy the ease of communication®.

New Words and Expressions

' opolite /pa'lart/a. 1. A7 AL5 6%, B89 2 A4 ke, LAY
rude fruzd/ a. 1 4 & 69, FoALELE) 2. AmAd6) . ALfEeh
3 fuent /luzont/ a. ;Z A1 65, A e
fluently /'fluzontli/ ad. i##| 3,
* embarrass * /im'beros, em-/ vi. & Fia, & H %
embarrassing /im'baerasin/ a. Fif 49
5 grammar /'gr&ama(r)/ n. &k
grammatical /gra'matikol/ a. 3% 8
® structure /'straktfa(ry/ n. 1. %44, 3% 2. 2504
7 context * /'kontekst/n. 1. E T X 2. X EZAE L4
8 culture /'kaltfa(r)y/ n. 1. T4k, L8R 2. &%, #5&
* cuphemism B /'juifimizom/ n. Fii&

[N

0 embarrassment” /im'baerosmant/ n. i

" depend upon &, AR wE

2 specific /spi'sifik/a. 1. 44 2 64, HA 65 2. ML, 21Kk

3 behavio(u)r /br'hervja(ry/ n. 1. f7%4, #ak 2. (MLEF)EHHF A

" customary® /'kastomort/ a. 31§ &

' impression /im'prefon/a. 1. 60 %, & A 2. fpi, SRR

' wonder /'wanda(ry v. . & 2515, RFHEHF 2. R AL X, B 4FF, Biosd
noLEH, TR 2 Fik;, 5F; F4

7 social /'soufol a. 1. LIF8y, X2 ALY

B gccasion * /a'kerzon, au-/ n. 1. B Z|, B4E, 55 2. FXR(RHFEH)EH, 24
3LEAL, ALe

? chew A /tJui/ v. w78

% pehave * /brherv/ v. 1. b, A3 2. (ML F)in 4t

Utarget * /'taigit/ n. 1. B4R, £ 2. T

2 awkward */'otkwod/ a. 1. #L K &), Kiked 2. Mitrey, 5o

2 communication /komjuini'kerfon/ n. 1. XA HiA, 8R2. [pl) B IWA 4, Ll
(LK)
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