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Unit One

Unit One

Noise Pollution

Listening Comprehension

I. A Dialogue
Using a Bank Account

Words and Expressions

teller g checking account TH B F
withdraw B(%k) make out HE
endorse F(XBE)HEET

Exercise 1
Directions: Listen to the dialogue and choose the best answer to each of the following

questions.

1. Why is Dan in the bank?
A. He wants to open a checking account.
B. He wants to close a checking account.

C. He wants to save some money.
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D. He wants to draw out some money.
2. How much money does Dan want to make out?
A. $ 14 B. $ 40. C. $ 44 D. $140..
3. How should Dan write the amount of money?
A. He should write the amount in numbers only.
B. He should write the amount in words only.
C. He should write the amount both in numbers and in words.
D. He should write the amount either in number or in words.
4, Why is Dan advised to draw a line from the end of the amount to the word
“dollars”?
A. It helps computers to work more easily and correctly.
B. It prevents other people from changing the amount.
C. It improves the efficiency of bank clerks.
D. It means this is a used check.
5. Which of the following is the last thing Dan should do to make out his check?
A. Signing his name on the back of the check.
B. Signing his name at the bottom of the check.
C. Writing the correct date.

D. Writing the amount of money.

Exercise 2
Directions: Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the blank check.

Daniel Kirkland
4091 Deerwood Lane
Minneapolis, MN55441  ( )
Pay to the order of ( ) $( )
() dollars
Metro North Savings Bank

II. A Passage
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Words and Expressions

jewelry ®RE copper &
Mediterranean H PR trader BA

Exercise 1
Directions: Listen to the passage and choose the best answer to each of the following

questions.

1. According to the passage, what was used by people to pay for things thousands of

years ago?
A. Coins and paper money. B. Salt.
C. Food. D. Copper.

2. Why did Roman army use salt to pay their soldiers in early Rome?
A. Because Roman army did not have enough money.
B. Because salt was very precious.
C. Because Rome was rich in salt.
D. Because salt could make soldiers stronger.
3. What is the origin of the word “salary”?
A. The Latin word for money.
B. The Latin word for exchange.
C. The Latin word for salt.
D. The Latin word for payment.
4. Which metal was first used to pay for products?
A. Copper. B. Iron. C. Gold. D. Silver.
5. When did the idea of money begin?
A. When paper money was used in exchange.
B. When animals were used to pay for things.
C. When salt was used to pay soldiers in Rome.

D. When valuable metals were used to make coins.

Exercise 2
Directions: Listen to the passage and fill in the blanks with the missing words.

Yo
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Thousands of years ago, people didn’t use _ 1 or paper money. If they
wanted to buy something, they paid for it with animals, 2, or food. In early
Rome, the army paid their soldiers with salt because it was difficult to get and
therefore it was very 3 . In fact, the English word 4  comes from the
Latin word for salt.

When 5  was found on an 6 _ in the Mediterranean Sea, 7
began to use it to pay for products. Countries then made coins from copper and other
valuable 8 _, and the idea of money was born. Today, most people use paper

money or coins when they want to buy something.

ing Comprehension

I Pre-Reading Comprehension
Directions: Answer the following questions before you begin to read the text.

1. Give some examples of noise pollution.
2. Name some solutions to protect people from noise pollution.

?%%AM%%%%%%%%%%

§ Text

@ Noise Polintiqn

U R = N NN

2’:\%\%\%\}.

1 The sense of sound is one of our most important means of knowing
what is going on around us. We are warned of danger by sounds' —by a
siren or a rattling snake. Sound serves to please us in music.” Sound has
a waste product, too, in the form of noise.’ Noise has been called

unwanted sound.® Noise is growing and it may get much worse before it

(]

gets any better.’

2 Scientists, for several years, have been studying how noise affects
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people and animals.® They are
amazed by what they have learned.’
3 Peace and quiet are becoming
harder to find. Noise pollution —
the crashing, banging, hammering
of people—is no joke.* It is a threat
that should be looked at carefully.’

4 Sound is measured in units
called “decibels”." At a level of
140 decibels people feel pain in
their ears.

S  Automobiles, trucks, buses,
motorcycles,  airplanes,  boats, : .
factories, bands—all these things make noise. They bother not only our
ears, but our minds and bodies as well."

6  There is a saying about it being so noisy that you can’t hear
yourself think."” Doctors who study noise believe that we must sometimes
hear ourselves think.” If we don’t, we may have headaches, other aches
and pains, or even worse mental problems." Noise adds more tension to a
society that already faces enough stress."

7 But noise is not a new problem. In ancient Rome, people
complained so much about noise ‘that Julius Caesar stopped chariots from
moving through streets at night! '

8 Noise can be separated into a few general groups. The following
examples are taken from hearings before the U.S. Senate Subcommittee
on Air and Water Pollution in 1970."

9  Occupational noise. Factory workers who always hear noise have
poorer hearing than other groups.

10  Aircraft noise. Around airports or on air routes the noise of airplanes
taking off and landing causes the greatest complaints.'®

11 Traffic noise. Away from the noise of planes, traffic sounds break in
on our peace and quiet. Trucks and motorcycles cause the most problems.”

12 Outdoor noise. For people in the city, noise of buildings going up

30
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and that of emergency automobiles are the greatest problems.” In the
suburbs barking dogs, playing children, and lawn mowers cause the
problems.

13 Indoor noise—radios, record players and TV, the sounds of
plumbing, heating and air conditioning are all noise to some people.

14 There are two ways to cut down on the harm caused by noise.” One
is to cut down on the amount of noise.? The other is to protect ourselves
against the noise we can’t stop.”

15 Ways of making less noise are now being tested. There are groups
for the prevention of noise in the U.S. There are even laws controlling
noise.?

16 We cannot return to the “good old days” of peace and quiet.” But

we can reduce noise—if we shout loudly enough about it.

New Words

airplane /'eaplein/ n. KL

banging /'baeniy/ n. Hiti, RAKWE W
chariot ' faeriot/ n. RS

crashing /'kreefin/ n. i, R
decibel /'desibel/ n. gl

hammer /'haema/ v. EEST

hearing /'hiarig/ n. 77, W, Uiy
indoor /'indoz/ a ENH

lawn floin/ n. i, RLEF

means /miinz/ n. FB,TE
motorcycle /'mdutasaikl/ n. BERE E
mower /' moud/ n. HIFH

noise /moiz/ n. Lyz)

occupational /iokju'peifonal/  a Ak

plumbing /' plamin/ n. BHETHELREEE
pollution fpa'luz fan/ n. BY

prevention /pri'venfan/ n. s, By 1k

LI LR
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rattle /' reetl/ v. KHFEHE, REHE

senate /'senit/ n. ZiBe, LB

siren /'saioran/ n. R BRes

subcommittee /'sabka'miti/ n. ZREHNBER S,/ NMERS
tension /'tenfon/ n. BIKCORE), A&

threat [Bret/ n. BR, XK, B

unwanted /' an'wontid/ a WTRE, BER

Phrases and Expressions

air conditioning ZEREY, S ERE

break in on RIRYTH, EAREEL - TS T
cut down on wb

in the form of PLeesees HIE, 2. R
protect ... against (77| KRR B3 %F

take off (AR

warn ... of & 120, G

Proper Names

Julius Caesar /'dzu:ljos'sitzo/ TFSGHT 188 (100-44BC)H F S50,

BUAH , S SRhi g AT =L BKM, )5
eSS, AT S E
Rome /roum/ ' FO(ELRAEE)

Reading Comprehension Exercises

I . Multiple-Choice

Directions: There are 8 questions or incomplete sentences in this part. Each of them is

3 7 .
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Jollowed by four choices marked A, B, C and D. You should decide on the

best choice according to the passage you have read.

1. Why scientists studying noise are amazed by what they have learned?
A. Because they find sound has a waste product—noise.
B. Because noise affects people and animals.
C. Because noise is everywhere and it becomes a threat to people’s health.
D. Because noise is one of our most important means of knowing what is going on
around us.
2. Doctors studying noise believe that we must sometimes hear ourselves think,
because
A. if we don’t, we may have headaches or other aches
B. if we don’t, we will die of heart attack
C. we don’t want to have more stress
D. we are faced with many mental problems
3. Which of the following is TRUE?
A. We are warned of danger by noise sometimes.
B. The problem of noise is getting better.
C. People feel pain in their ears at a level of 114 decibels.
D. More stress is added to us by noise.
4. Julius Caesar stopped chariots from moving through streets at night. What does this
example tell us?
A. Chariots bore no relation to the night scene of Rome.
B. Noise from chariots became & problem in ancient Rome.
C. People in ancient Rome disliked chariots.
D. Chariots were replaced by cars.
5. What does occupational (Para.9) mean?
A. Relating to a factory.
B. Relating to an occasion.
C. Relating to a machine.
D. Relating to a person’s job.

6. Which of the following causes most serious traffic noise problems?

A. Airplanes taking off and landing.

LI A
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B. Buses and boats.
C. Automobiles and trucks.

D. Motoreycles and trucks.

. What causes the outdoor noise problem for people in the suburbs?

A. Noise of buildings going up.

B. Crashing, banging and hammering.
C. Record players and TV.

D. Barking dogs.

. What is one of the ways to cut down on the harm caused by noise?

A. Returning to the “good old days” of peace and quiet.
B. Reducing the amount of noise.
C. Stopping the sounds of plumbing, heating and air conditioning.

D. Shouting loudly enough about reducing noise.

Il . Short Answer Questions

Directions: Answer the following questions in the fewest possible words(not exceeding

DR W N =

10 words).

. How do we know what is going on around us?

. Sound has a waste product, what is it?

. How many decibels make people feel pain in their ears?
. Why don’t we sometimes hear ourselves think?

. Why does the author say noise bothers not only our ears, but also our minds and

bodies?

6. Why does the author mention people’s complaint about chariots in ancient Rome?

. According to the text, how many groups can noise be separated into and what are

they?

. According to the passage, what is the way to cut down on the harm caused by noise

apart from reducing the amount of noise?

II. Further Thinking

Directions: Discuss the following questions. with your classmates.




