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A man went to an insurance office to have his life insured. The manager
of the office asked him how old his parents were when they died. “Mother
had a bad heart and died at age of thirty. Father died of TBD when he was
thirty-five.” “I am very sorry,” said the manager, “we cannot insure your
life as your parents were not healthy.” As the man was leaving the office,
depressed, he met a clerk who had overheard® the conversation. “You must
not be so frank and tell the truth,” said the clerk, “no office will insure you
if you speak like that. Use your imagination a little.” The man went to
another office and was shown into the manager’s room. “Well,vyoung man,
how old were your parents when they died?” “Mother was ninety-three, and
she died from a fall off her bicycle. Father was ninety-eight and he died
while he was playing football!”
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Open Questions for Discussion

1. Do you think a man should tell the truth under any circumstances?
Why or why not? |

2. Can you guess whether the manager in another office would insure
the man’s life or not when he heard the man’s answer?

3. Is honesty out of date in your mind?
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2. Getting Llanse

Nina Smith patiently stood in line waiting her tum to fill out a driver’s

license application.

Finally reaching the window, she handed the proper forms to the
middle-aged woman behind the desk.

Looking through them, the woman commented, “We need proof that
you are over 18 years of age before we can process this.”

Mrs. Smith, 72, stepped back, startled by the request.

“Look at me. Don’t you think I look older than 187" she asked
incredulously®. )

Thinking back on the incident, the gray-haired woman just laughs. “It
was definitely the joke of the day for my friends and me. We all got a big
laugh out of it.”

Mrs. Smith, who was applying for a driver’ s license for a new golf
cart, said she had to leave the license bureau empty-handed because she
couldn’ t prove her age.

“I’ ve never heard of anything like it,” she said. “It was so stupid.
You should have heard all the people snickering® in the line behind me.”

“The girl behind the window was serious,” Mrs. Smith said. “I handed
her my rec® card, but she said it wasn’t good enough. She told me she was
just following the rules, and she didn’t make them.”

Arizona Law requires identification to establish the correct name and

@ incredulously adv. FAH{EH!
@  snicker vi. PIEE,BYE
® rec (record MAEE )L FRITEHER
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date of birth for applicants, said a representative from the State Motor
Vehicle Department.

“She must be a pretty spry®-looking 72-year-old,” he chuckled. “But
if she didn’t have a past driver’s license, the woman was right in requesting
verification. We do require a passport, birth certificate or a certificate of
baptism®.”

Because her driver’ s license expired in 1974, Mrs.- Smith said her
husband, Jed, is searching through records in their safe deposit box for her
passport or birth certificate.

Once the document is found, she plans a second trip to the bureau,
preparing for the possibility of being “carded®” .

“It was just hilarious®,” she said. “If it had been a man, though, I
would have just smiled and said, ‘Thank you, sir. I’ll go find it.’”

Translation
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Open Questions for Discussion

1. In your opinion, is the woman at the License Bureau right in
requesting verification from Mrs. Smith?

2. Do you agree that almost every rule has its exceptions?
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A local charity office realized that it had never received a donation from

the town’ s most successful lawyer. The person in charge of contributions
called to persuade him to contribute. “Our research shows that out of a

yearly income of at least $ 500,000, you give not a penny to charity.
Wouldnt you like to give back to the community in some way?”

The lawyer mulled® this over for a moment and replied, “First, did
your research also show that my mother is dying after a long illness, and had
medical bills that are several times her annual income?”

Embarrassed, the rep® mumbled®, “Um...No.”

“Or that my brother, a disabled veteran, is blind and confined to a
wheelchair?”

The stricken® rep began to stammer® out an apology but was
interrupted, “. . . or that my sister’s husband died in a traffic accident,” the
lawyer’s voice rising in indignation, “leaving her penniless with three
children?!”

The humiliated rep, completely beaten, said simply, “I had no
idea...”

On a roll®, the lawyer cut him off once again, “. . .and if I don’t give

mil . {FHER, KEDE

rep n. (FMRFE

mumble vi. &1L, R
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them a penny, why should I give any to you?!”

Translation
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Open Questions for Discussion
1. How do you think of the lawyer?
2. Why did the person in charge of contributions fail to persuade the

lawyer into donating any money to charity?
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A magician was working on a cruise ship in the Caribbean. He has a
different audience each week, so he allowed himself to perform the same act
over and over again. There was only one problem: the captain’s parrot saw
the shows each week and began to understand how the magician did every
trick. o ‘

Once he understood, he started shouting in the middle of every show.
“Look, that’s not the same hat! Now he’s hiding the flowers under the
table! Hey, why are all the cards the Ace of Spades?” The magician was
furious but couldn’t do anything about it. After all, it was the captain’s
parrot.

One day the unthinkable happened. The ship had an accident and
sank! The magician found himself on a piece of wood in the middle of the
ocean with the parrot. They glared at each other, but did not utter a single
word for days.

After a week the parrot finally broke the silence and said: “OK, I give
up. Where’d you hide the boat?”

Translation
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