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|0verview of the Cour'sel

'Newspaper Reading is an introductory course for those students who have finished
learning the basic Chinese grammar and mastered a vocabulary of approximately 2,500
words. The course consists of two books for one academic year.

Due to the unique feature of news, i.e. timeliness, the course pays special attention

to the selection of news stories and reports with the following two points in mind:

1. The topics of the course correspond to those of the page makeup of the typical news-
paper including “ Highlights”, “Financial News”, “Science, Education, Culture and
Health” , “Legal Reports”, “Social News” , “Entertainment and Sports” , etc. All the ar-
ticles hereby selected as model essays are topics of routine, recurrence or development.
The reason for this is that the contents of news may become outdated soon while the routine
or recurrent topics are relatively stable. It is hoped that the frame for this course will re-
main, in a relatively long period, valuable and helpful to readers by providing systematic
guide for page makeup reading, the basic vocabulary for the concerned topics and the relat-

ed background information.

2. Supplementary articles with news limitation are viewed as an indispensable part of
the course. As a result, the compiler has considerably cut the number of the model essays
and shorten the length of them as well. The sample reading materials used in class only
make up one half to three-fourths of all the teaching materials. For example, if one unit
takes 4 periods in a week, the explanation of the sample article only takes two to three peri-
ods. The rest one to two periods are left for supplementary reading. In the exercises of each
lesson, some suggestions are provided for the selection and the goals of the exercises. So
teachers should be careful in selecting supplementary reading materials so as to stick to the
syllabus and enhance students’ reading ability as well. Except some random tendency which

cannot be neglected, the teaching materials should involve sample reading and supplemen-
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Overview of the Course

tary reading. In order to help teachers avoid unsystematic teaching materials, we provide
some suggestions for selecting supplementary reading materials and exercises for reference
at the end of each unit. As a result, the course Newspaper Reading, can be systematic, ef-

fective, practical and applicable.

Besides the points mentioned above, the compiler has also made the following efforts

to develop readers’ ability in reading Chinese newspapers.

Firstly, great care is taken in teaching the general knowledge of Chinese newspapers.

Chinese newspapers are neither complicated nor difficult to understand in terms of the
contents, kinds, page makeup and related words. However, without the general knowledge
of Chinese newspapers, the course will be no different from other reading courses which on-
ly focus on reading materials without any practical skill and students will not be able to un-
derstand Chinese newspapers on their own in practice. Besides, the general knowledge of
Chinese newspapers will help foreign students to overcome some difficulties in reading and
hence they will be motivated to read Chinese newspapers. As a matter of fact, the general
knowledge of Chinese newspapers has been very popular among foreign students and is il-
lustrated at the beginning of Book One. To meet the needs of modern society, the general

knowledge of network news reading is placed at the beginning of Book Two.

Secondly, social and cultural background is introduced.

The principle of combining language-learning with cultural awareness is generally ac-
cepted in teaching Chinese as a foreign language. However, for various reasons, especially
China’s unique development history and some inappropriate reports at home and abroad,
many foreign students lack not only Chinese cultural background but also some necessary
knowledge of the contemporary China. For example, many foreigners don’t understand such
terms as “‘+—7 ' BH[E]” (during the Eleventh Five-Year Plan Period ) and “ ‘<’
HAIE]” (during the two conferences) only if they know a lot about the contemporary China
can they understand these terms. Therefore, instead of introducing the article-oriented
background, the compiler does his effort to introduce the background information systemati-
cally so as to improve students’ ability in reading Chinese newspapers. Furthermore, the
compiler attaches more importance to the background information with the hope to arouse

students’ attention to and interest in the issues discussed.

Thirdly, vocabulary teaching is emphasized.
To have better understanding of newspapers, besides having awareness of the features

of the newspaper language (including written Chinese, abbreviations and useful patterns) ,
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one has to have a reasonably abundant vocabulary. The development of the newspaper vo-
cabulary is nearly limitless. New words are often coined and the meanings of original words
are developed continuously. This fact determines the uniqueness of newspaper vocabulary
teaching. Therefore, the goal of the textbook is to develop students’ cognitive ability in vo-
cabulary and expanding ability on the basis of basic vocabulary in reading so as to enlarge
students’ vocabulary and improve students’ reading competence.

For some newspaper reading textbooks, vocabulary teaching is carried out on the basis
of model essays. This mode has some problems in enlarging students’ vocabulary and devel-
oping their reading ability. On the one hand, even the most ideal model essays cannot cov-
er all the aspects of vocabulary, especially the variants; on the other hand, it is boring to
teach vocabulary for the sake of vocabulary, which is not helpful to students’ reading.

Therefore, the textbook pays more attention to vocabulary teaching along with the in-
struction towards the model essays for reading. Based on topics, new words and exercises
are provided after each unit to extend the words learned herein, hoping to help students
build a pool of such words and expressions which will facilitate the understanding of the ar-
ticles related to the topic. Two kinds of open exercises, Guessing Words and Words Exten-
sion, are supplied as a trial, hoping to develop students’ creative application of what has
been learned and to widen their field of views. It is worth mentioning that at the beginning,
teachers should give a clear instruction towards what to do as those are qhite new exercises.
With their less and less dependence on the dictionary and teachers, students will become
more and more independent in reading and developing their own vocabulary so as to im-

prove their reading comprehension and efficiency.

Fourthly, prominence is given to discriminating the key words.

To have precise understanding of the events, one has to grasp the point of view and at-
titudes of the reports, which is one of the criteria for testing one’s ability in reading news-
papers. Some words, which are slightly different in meaning and connotation, are very cru-
cial in understanding a particular event, so the explanation and illustration of this kind of
words are different in this textbook from those of some ordinary Chinese textbooks. For in-
stance, “&HL” and “£1%”, “HIHMZMBN” and “HEHZHMER", “iKH",
“BERE” and “TBE”, “IRF)”and “{X4” ,and“#81L” and “ZSHE” will bring some sub-
tle differences in meaning. After each unit, therefore, the exercise of words differentiation
is provided, which has been very popular among foreign students.

Furthermore, Book Two is also planned in 16 lessons with the first lesson focusing on
some basic information about network news reading. The other 15 lessons fall into five top-

ics with slight change: Lesson 2—3 about politics; Lesson 4—6 about economy; Lesson 7—8
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Overview of the Course

about cultural exchanges; Lesson 9 — 13 about social problems; and Lesson 14 — 16 about

sports and entertainment.

Here I would like to offer two suggestions; Newspaper Reading in teaching Chinese as
a foreign language is an applied course. In teaching, teachers should pay attention to the
connection between the course and other related ones, especially the course of Chinese
Reading in knowledge understanding and skill training. Practical exercises and instructions
should be emphasized. Furthermore, homework is an indispensable part for practice and
application, and can take the form of after-reading comments. How much homework to be
assigned depends on the teaching schedule. Comments on and exchange about students’
homework cannot be neglected. To have students better their homework is another important
goal of the course.

We appreciate criticism and comments on all aspects of the textbook from all experts
both at home and abroad so as to improve newspaper reading textbooks.

In addition, I’ m much obliged to all the journalists who have made great contributions
to the success of the textbook. Meanwhile, I apologize to those writers whose unsigned arti-
cles are used in the textbook without acknowledgment because of being unable to contact

them. We sincerely hope those who come across the textbook do not hesitate to contact with us.

Compiler

January 2006
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Teaching Tips
1. To familiarize students with the channel of Internet news—information about how
to get the kind of news they are interested in
2. To familiarize students with the section of Internet news—information about how
to get the specific news they are interested in
3. To familiarize students with Internet tips—information about how to surf the Internet

‘ﬁChannels in Chinese Networks
N B PR 3 g el i 5

Major News Channels on www. people. com. cn
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Once you enter a Chinese news website, besides the name and mark of the

website, the first things you see are the titles of each channel. Channel titles of

each news website are of no more difference. They are similar to page titles in
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newspapers and magazines. Take the major news channels of www. people. com. cn

below as an example to familiarize yourself with the channel titles. Please give spe-

cial attention to the news channel titles you are interested in.

BIG5 ENGLISH BB FRANCATS ESPANOL PYCCKHM STEK o' g

[Em | wmes [ oo | ua | [ &5 [ on (o | o | [ 26 (8 25 ] [0 (26 (66 | was

[mE | wien [me|am|wr | [or [me [we | o6 | [ =5 | o [se | [xe[s60 88| Ga8s

[ma| ezme [me(mm| A0 |[ o [=e 456 [ 6n || en x| em | [ws|onam| szme

1. 3RiE (%) pinddo channel
2. BFEC (%) shizhéng the political situation of the time
3. %% (&) fazh ARG TN
4. # R (#h.%) yule to entertain ; entertainment
5. B (%) cdixin multimedia message service ( MMS)
6. 3 (%) shahud painting and calligraphy
7. B % (%) shoushén to lose weight
8. k& (%) guangpdn disc
9. FH (%) zilido information
10. %3 (%) shuju data
11. & (%) XInXT information
12. 3.5 (%) guandidn point of view
13. #3x (%) luntan forum
14. 2% () Mun theory
15. B R (%) tapian picture
16. # 4% (#h) zhibd to televise live
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17. 44 (%)
18. ¥ & (%)
19. 75 (h)
20. B (%)
21. 4% (%)
22. # X (&)
23. % (%)
24. 4 & (%)
25. k) (zh)
26. # %% (%)
Bt 2

1. Bk

2. &8

3. #iz

4. FE & F 5
5. Ak

6. P

7. K

8. #d&

PR3+ ( Classroom discussion)
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chudnméi
cdipidio
dingyue
xianshi
xianféng
shéequ

Xi

jinréng
féngci

youmo

Gang-Ao
Tdaiwan

Aoyun
Zhdnggud
Gongchdndang
Rénda
Zhéhgxié

Huddong
Hudndan

medium

lottery

to subscribe
counties and cities
pioneer
community

system

finance

to satirize

humorous

Hong Kong and Macao
Taiwan
Olympics

the Chinese Communist Party

the National People’s Congress

the Chinese People’s Political Con-

sultative Conference
East China
South China

How many sections can each channel of People’s Daily Online fall into?
2. RRBAMBHRIMENE R AT

Which section is your favorite?



ERATE

it ef oaﬁﬁws Channels

A B o E #2 H

Some Sections of News Channels on People’s Daily Online
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Once you have chosen a channel, click the title, and then you enter into the
channel. Each channel has different news sections. In the following we will take
“News Center”, “Social Channel”, “Economic Channel” , “International Chan-
nel” , “Entertainment Channel” , “Sports on Line” as examples to familiarize your-

self with major column titles. Please give special attention to the column titles you

are reading as well.




