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JUDGING NEWS

Speech at the Press Conference for Announcing the Prize Winners of the
Second China International Press Photo Contest (CHIPP)
Director of the CHIPP Organizing Committee & President of China Photojournalists Society
. YuNing .

Ladies an@ Gentlemen:

Good afternoon!

More than 20,000 phato entries for the second China tnternational Press
Photo Contest (CHIPP) from all over the world were judged in Shenzhen from
March 21 to 24, 2006. On behalf of the CHIPP organizers, China Photojournal-
ists Society und the CHIPP Organizing Committee, 1 would like give a briefing
on the judging results,

Like the first CHIPP, the theme for this year's contest is again "Peace and
Development." It continues to advocate frve photojournalistic ideas: broadest
perspective, sharpest eye, quickest objective capturing, most excellent photo
technique and strongest visual impact.

The second CHIPP was organized by China Photojournalists Society and
sponsored by Shenzhen Association for International Cultural Exchanges and
‘Shenzhen Press Group with support from many other organizations, including
Xinhua News Agency, People's Daily, China Central TV. Phoenix TV, China
News Services and China Daily.

This year's contest has seen a total entry of 27,028 photos from 2,389
photographers from 77 countries and regions, including the United State, Britain,
France, Japan, Myanmar, Russia, India, Mexico and Chile. The total number of
foreign photographers is 1,385, making up 58 percent of all participants. The
total number of entries this year is about 5,000 more than last year with a sig-
nificant increase of foreign entries.

All entries are divided into cight categories. They are Spot News (SN),
General News (GN), Economic, Scientific and Technical News (ESTN), Por-
traits (PO), Daily Life (DL), Arts & Entertainment News (AEN), Sports (SP),
Nature & Environment News (NEN). Each category includes both single photo
and photo story contest respectively.

‘The judging panel for the 2nd. CHIPP is made up of 13 world-class theo-
sists in photojournalism, picture editors and photojournatists, of whom seven
foreign juties are from the United States, France, Britain, Russis, the Netherlands,
and Japan. Among the 6 Chinese jury members, five are from Chinese mainland,
and one from Taiwan. Xu Zugen, exccutive president of China Photojournalists
Society and Director of the Photo Department of Xinhua News Agency is again
the chairman of the judging team.

Al entries for this year have been judged on the following criteria: whether
they have a genuine content, how well they have illustrated the main theme of
the CHIPP, whether they have a strong visual impact and whether they have
accurate and concise titles and captions. Afer three and a half days’ prudent and
hectic work. the judging pane! has selected a total of 129 prizewinning works,

including the Photo of the Year, 16 gold prizes. 16 silver prizes, 16 bronze prizes
together with 80 hanorabie mentions. Later, Xu Zugen, chairman of the judging

panel, will announce the detailed prizewinners list.

Here I would like to express my sinccre gratitude to Chinese and foreign
jury members for their hard working.

The first and second CHIPP both have been held in Shenzhen. In this city,
the CHIPP has built up & new platform for photographers worldwide, which
will become an important chapter in the history of Chinese photojournalism. In
this city, the CHIPP, with its main theme of "Peace and Development,” has won
tecognition from . The spon-
sorship the city has given to CHIPP contest will make a far-reaching impact on
the history of Chunese and world photojournalism.

T would also like to take the opportuity to extend my gratitude and respet
to the Shenzhen Municipal G 1. Shenzhen Associat
Cultural Exchanges and Shenzhen Press Group for their sponsorship, and to

for

other organizations, including Xinhua News Agency, People’s Daily, and
Guangming Daily, for their great support and help.

“The CHIPP organizers will take the past two ycars' experiences and make
research on how to improve the contest. We will ty 10 build a scientific opera-
tional mechanisn and I al CHIPP
e better and s an
will be the host city for next year's contest.

In mid-May this year, u grand awards ceremony and an exhibition featur-
ing CHIPP prizing winning works will be held in Shenzhen along with the re-
lease of the CHIPP 2005 yeabook. We will also hold the CHIPP Summit Fo-
Tum here. We warmly welcome all friends from the press to come and cover the

events.
As the second CHIPP comes 10 its successful end, on behalf of the orga-

nizing committee, T would like once again (o express my sincere gratitude and

respect to all enthusiastic participants from home and abroad, to Chinese and

forergn jury members and to all friends from the press! Let's cheer for the suc-

cess of the second CHIPP and the prosperity of world photojournalism!
Thank you!

March 24, 2006
Shenzhen Economic Daily Building
Shenzhen Press Group
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JUDGING OUTLINE

Our Goal: Harmony and Justice
Executive President of the Photojournalist Society of China,
Chairman of the Jury Panel of the Second CHIPP

. Xu Zugen .

‘The evaluation of the entries to the Second China Intemational Press Photo
Contest (CHIPP) has been completed. As for the results and influence of the
contest, the organizing committee and a number of media organizations have
provided full reports and explanations. As the chairman of the jury panel, Td
Tike to talk about our experiences and lessons.

First: to clarity the theme of "Peace and Development.”

The CHIPP is unique among photo contests as it has the theme of “Peace
and Development." However, many entries were about war, disasters, accidents
and similar kinds of news. Photos depicting life, society, art and culture from
positive angles were few, and the number of prize-winning photographs of such
kinds even fewer, especially the grand prizes.

Texplained this phenomenon during the first CHIPP: We love peace, but it
doesn't mean we don't report wars. The purpose of reporting war is (o stop war
while promoting peace; we wish to see development, but it doesn't mean we
don't report famine and disasters. Through such reporting, we wish human be-

p our society.
Although we think that the theme of "Peace and Development” can also be
interpreted in negative ways, we still hope to see reports on the "peaceful and
developing” human society from positive angles, creating a healthy atmosphere
for a harmonious world.

Second: fine-tuning the system of evaluation

‘The system of evaluation by jury members usually influences phiotogra-
phers afierwards. Once a photograph wins a prize, many similar photos appear
in media outlets soon afterwards. The jury puts a great deal of emphasis on
visual impact, and this is why some photos depicting positive images cannot
stand out, as they lack visual impact.

Fairness and impartiality are the lifeblood of the CHIPP judging panel.
‘With thousands of contestants and tens of thousands of entries vying for prizes
in this international contest. the evaluation system must be based on the prin-
ciple of impartiality, faimess and openness.

Therefore, the organizing commitiee must continue to fine-tune the evalu-
ation process. Jury members must agree with the theme of "Peace and Develop-

ment” while being just and fair during the whole judging process. Jury members
must be selected on the b Tearly laid-out rules. Once the judgi is

formed, the voting system will ensure that judging results can't be changed

externally.

Thirdly: the pre-selection process for entrics needs improving.

Not all entries received by the organizers are good enough to qualify for
the contest. Therefore, a system of pre-selection of entries must be in place. The
World Press Photo Contest held in the Netherlands receives more than 80,000
entries, but only 2 little more than 8,000 photos are submitted to the jury
committee. 1¢'s obvious how hard pre-selection is.

T stated clearly at the press conference last year that entries showing evi-
dence of combining, piecing or processing would not be allowed. Every photo
must carry certain basic news elements, such as the date when the photo was
taken. However some contestants provided photos that didn't conform o the
contest rules. Although the organizing committee did the pre-selection, there
were some lucky fish that escaped the net. As it was impossible for the jury
panel to check the authenticity of prize-wining photos during the short time.
some invalid entries photos, such as the First Explosion of Urbanization, and
Country Girl Working In Front Of Production Line, snatched prizes. Although
their prizes were later annulled, it was a great pity.

Lsuggest that the organizing commuttee arrange for a team of profession-
als to carry out a pre-selection. The process should include the following: check-
ing pictures to see whether they have been processed in such a way as to violate
the principle of authenticity of photos; checking captions to see whether they
contain basic news elements; aranging photo categories to ensure that photos
in the same category can compete against cach other; ensuring that a single
photo cannot enter more than one competition in a category. The process seems
trivial, but a betcer pre-selection job is vital for the contest.

In this manner, we can increase the credibility and influence of the CHIPP
among the public and make it an international brand recognized by photojour-

nalists worldwide as soon as possible.
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SPEECH

Speech at the welcoming dinner of the Second China International
Press Photo Contest
Director of Shenzhen Association for International Cultural Exchanges
. Wang Jingsheng .

Ladies and Gentlemen!
Distinguished juries!

On behalf of the Shenzhen Municipal Committee of the CPC, Shenzhen
Municipal Government and Shenzhen Association for International Cultural
Exchanges, Id like to extend my sincere welcome and greetings to all members
of the Organizing Committee of the CHIPP, jury and staff members of the sec-
ond CHIPP as well as journalists. Meanwhile, I'd like to express my sincere
gratitude to the Publicity Department of the Central Committee of the CPC. All-
China Journalists Association and the Photojournalist Society of China for the
long-term trust they have put in Shenzhen,

Last spring. with the main theme "Peace and Development,” the first CHIPP
hit the ground runming in Shenzhen, a young boomtown in South China. Its
1apid success has not only produced  new international press photo contest
brand in the world, but also has provided a new platform For photographers and

j worldwide to carry and exchanges. The CHIPP

has become & milestone in the history of Chinese photojournalism. The high
level and Chinese characteristics, which the first CHIPP demonsirated in as-
pects like organization, reception and judging, won high praise from experts
from home and abroad. We feel very excited and honored about being able to
host such a contest in Shenzhen.

The success of the first CHIPP has given us our confidence to continue

sponsoring and hosting the event. We will not let you down. We will do our best

10 build a solid platform for you and provide whatever you need to help run the
annual event smoothly in the city. We hope that everybody will be saisfied with
our efforts and feel at bome while staying in the city.
Finally, Td like to propose a toast to the prosperity of the CHIPP. I wish
the second CHIPP a complete success, and wish everybody a happy stay here!
Thank you!
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COMMENTS

Development of the Second CHIPP Contest
Secretary-general and Judging Supervisor of the Organizing Committee of CHIPP, Standing Deputy
President and Secretary-general of the Photojournalist Society of China
. Hu Ying .

and ive of the i Scoop and Journalism Festival in France

Following the successful opening of the First China i Press.
Photo Contest (CHIPP) in Shenzhen from March 21 1o 24, 2005, the Second
CHIPP Contest was held in Shenzhen again from March 21 to 24, 2006, and
proved to be successful.

Just like the First CHIPP Contest last year, the second one stili captured
the theme of "peace and development.” The judging results of the two contests
showed that the theme of "peace and development” has been widely recognized
and supported by the jury members as well as journalists and photographers
from home and abroad. This is because "peace and development” has become
the general trend of the world development nowadays and is the ideal social
configuration and life bourn, which sre pursued and devoted 10 build by people
alj over the world. As the photojournalists shouldering responsibilities to record
the social development, reflect the change of times and pushing ahead with the
history, no matter which country he or she is from, they all should do their bit to
reflect and promote the world's "peace and development.”

were aiso included in the jury panel. They are all professionals and experts in
the world of press photo, who ensured the professionalism of the jury panel and
the niews attsibute and characteristics of the judging process. The result of the
Second CHIPP showed that the prize-winning photographs stressed obviously
the characteristics of press photos.

The judging process for the second CHIPP was also adjusted. The second
CHIPP changed the previous process of judging Siagles fiest for each category
1o Stories first for all of the eight categories and Singles for all categories came
after. Moreover, unlike the previous process of directly selecting winners for
each category, the second CHIPP selected caudidate winners for each category
first and came out with the final winners for each category one by one at last.
Meanwhile, the jury panel also helped sorting photographs if the contestant
doesn't have accurate sorting to appropriate categories. The purpose of such
improvement is to ensure that every entry of contestants can share the vame

The theme of “peace and " has been the prin-
ciple of the CHIPP, and is also  kind of spirit that the competition tries to
sparkplug. It contains rich and extensive connotations, which will inspire the
domestic and international journalists and photographers to come up with more
and better photographs while rendering no limits or bondage for journalists and

to provids "Peace and
be an everlasting theme of the CHIPP contest.

Compared with the first CHIPP Contest, the second CHIPP has developed
in many aspects. To Feb. 15, the entry submission deadline for contestants, the
organizing committee office had received 27,028 entries from 2,389 contestants
Who are from 77 countries and regions including the United States, France,
Britain, Russia, Japan, [ndia, Burma and Chile. Among the contestants, 1385
were from overseas, taking up 5B percent of the total. The entries are 5,000
‘more thau last year, of which enteies from overseas increased greatly. It showed
that the two-year-old CHIPP contest has aroused attention and support from the
international press phota field with its “world leve} and Chinese chasactetistics”.

Based on the First CHIPP Contest, the judging work of the second CHIPP
has been improved in three aspects.

pment will

First, the jury panel has become more international, professional and
authorized. In order to meke the jury panet more international, the jury commis-
tee for the Second CHIPP has reduced its members from 15 to 13 while the
number of overseas jury members stays at 7. and domestic jury merabers is
veduced by two. The jury panel this year witnessed an increase of authorized
members from news agencies and newspapers. In the first CHIPP, only the chair-
man of the jury panel was from a news media---Xinhuz News Agency. In the
second CHIPP, besides Xinhua News Agency, the jury committee increased
section chiefs of photograph departments and foreign editors from news media
organizations such as China News Service, Reuters, Itar-Tass, Asahi shinbun,
China Daily, Dazhong Daily and Times. The editor-in-chief of Shaanxi Daily

D 0 win prizes. As a result, some excellent photographs in Stories
were transferred to Singles while some excellent photographs in wrong catego-
ries were sorted out for appropriate categories. Such improvement has guaran-
teed the scientificalness, fairmess and authority of the judging process.

The second CHIPP also cut the number of prize-winning photographs by
half, aiming to improve the quality of prize-winning works and further build up
the authority and influence of the conest.

The second CHIPP came out with 129 prizes (First CHIPP had 225 prizes),
of which ach prize-winning iteen offers one gold, silver and bronze prize and
five honorary mentions respectively. Except for the Best Photo of the Year
(“Barthquake victims in Kashmi” taken by Paula Bronsiein of the United States,

49-year-old jury member for based World Press Photo Contest),
other prizes include 16 gold. silver and bronze respectively as well as 80 honar-

ary mentions. Chinese contestants obtained 47 prizes in the second CHIPP, of
which four are gold prize, six silver, six bronze and 31 honorary mentions. Yu
Haipo from Shenzhen Commercial Daily snatched up a gold prize again in the
second CHIPP.
The second CHIPP still

during the first CHIPP and extended the previous four concepts to five with a new
technique”, pis,
known as the broadest news eyeshot, sharpest insigh, fastest objective reflection,
most superior photo shooting technique and strongest visual impacs, formed the
theoretical summary of the judging purpose and criteria of press pbotos. If we all
have the five concepts in mind and try hard to pursue after them in practice, the
press photo world of China will quicken its step forward and build up a sound
press photo brand for China with "world level, Chinese characteristics®, while
contributing (o the development of world prss photo culture.

concept of " the most s
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