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“FESB(IELTS) " £ I BRI iEE & A /K & (Intemational English Language Testing System) i
o FEEELTS) H SR 7 %A% A2 EEME R SRS E AR R BB AT
BAS, BEESEEBNHHHRAKRER (AFEEE) B TAERBRARM—HIE
EEFWRATFR, AR EERMNI R SR ENA B ERETE .

FEREEIAT 1987 EF AR E, HiFEFRY “ELTS”, 1988 45 1 T BRI W AH 76 22 B4 E
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A Brief Introduction to IELTS Reading
7B RHEE

S R B R AR A B Y — TR AP e H A P — R R A
SR G T KT 75 RIS B 2% BRI 1 K2 B3 A AR 1 o R R R
i AR BT I 2 G R IE 25 ) 4 A ST R A A B i X A A A R A Y
SR HERA I AT 42 1 RS A B ARAT K, HURS R 9 4, kB 6.5 4L
RN, 7 T AL R

R R DU O R S5 AT D, A A B R A A SR Y A
o ViE . M B PR A R ] R 60 43, Ay 38 ~ 42 A H . A 2003 4R LA, 7E P E Py
ZEAT IR T A S A B A 4 0 40 S H o AR BH B4 A ARG WU, X
I 2 ST T 5 ) A 26 AR (), LS S8 1) 3 A 47 R A S U, B - [ B AL Al kA
[ Al WIS 222 5 U A 7 € R 1) SO, 1l A 0 Y5 Y P 2 S R o ITLAMR China. Daily
HI 21th Century X SEHEPIARFF A HEE XS o PRI, AS L0 2 AT A I B 1

O L L D () SCREAIAN 5 B 244 T A T S 2 B P A 17 M8 B A7 o
PR SCHE R A 2 B A AR Y &l BRI A A RS A SR

The time for [ELTS Reading Test is 60 minutes. There are 38 ~ 42 questions in total. After 2003,
all the IELTS Reading held in China consists of 40 questions in each test. IELTS Reading Test is divided
into two categories, namely Academic and General Training. The selection of passages is based on two
criteria, international and non-professional. International means that the passages will not concemn region-
al problems, for instance, the cross-straight relations between Taiwan and mainland China. Therefore, it
is not recommended that candidates read articles from China Daily or 21th Century as they will not be
suited for the IELTS test. On the other hand, too professional or specialized type of articles will not ap-
pear from the IELTS reading because they can only be comprehended by experts in the field.

1

The firs step to approach to IELTS reading is to | the sorts of . However, candi-

dates should heed that hot topics relative to current developments in society will not be pertinent to the
IELTS reading. On the contrary, the chosen passages are typical or general to all. In other words, they
represent common problems in the world.

The following is a detailed explanation of the two types of reading in the IELTS.

REXFKEFYND P



1. #RZE Academic Reading Module

General speaking, there are three passages in the Academic Reading Module.

Reading Passage 1. Long article, 20 minutes

Reading Passage 2. Long article, 20 minutes

Reading Passage 3. Long article, 20 minutes

The number-of words in each passage ranges from 700 to 1,000. The lengthiest one can be as long
as 1,500 words. One or two passages are comparatively easier since they belong to the area of liberal

arts. The topics are iated with sociology. For ple :
EBHBEXEREEER S 2EMARBEHALHNE.
HREXEHEFENT
(L) ik Y B Rl 1558
(2) SR TE W RO BOR IRDBL , 255 R R 0 IR, WL B i O BT
(EME X R,

(OFE, RIS,

(5) A P B AR IRVRE, ST 4 BM 56 LR (S SBY , EMGeS , R s 5) ,

() A —MEEMAELRBRARI L RBPEERH EEAYREER S
L H— R EREAMMEE DEMEEFAAE—R, AHAMPH ., AXHY byEk
REMBHAISONIFERANERF O EESHENE(RE SR, 2%, HHEN RS
K A 3R

PSRRI

(DEFS,H0E, %, HREE,

(BRI (e, A4, it , ZRAR%E) SSRIET5 S (2%, MRS .

() RZ, FHBM, ARSI EAEWHRITE,

(4)RRRARAEHE, B Nino, HEWS M, SLEAEHI

(S)HUERTAE, KUMRE , W%, B MR, AR, LR,

(1) employment in the world

(2)education, ic develop PI ities and chall (grain, energy)

(3)feminist and sex discrimination

(4)races and ethnic problems

(5) population explosion and housing problems, urbanization and the related problems ( congestion,
lack of facility, noise)

(6)significant historic events or historic figures, important inventions or great feat (the invention of
the film, TV, computer and the man landing on the moon)

Another one or two passages are of popular science, which is considered to be rather complicated
and fairly difficult. The commonly tested scientific topics are of the followings. *

(1)linguistics, archeology, biology, medicine

(2) environment protection {ocean, animal, land, forest protections} and environment pollution
(chemical pollutants or oil leakage )

The most frequently tested passages are about the earth, natural phenomena and geography .

H WBAKEIIAS



According to the recent tests, these passages can be classified into the following genres.

(3)space, universe, extra-territorial life explorations

(4) green house effect, El Nino, abnormal ocean current, destruction of ozone layer

(5)earth disaster, volcanic eruption, earthquake, Comet strikes the earth, forest fire, extinction of
species

X EEHE:

(AR FFERIE, (BRI, (TIRSE R B0 TR,

(YBURFATRI |t RRIRE B B A 419U RS

)RIE LM EIE.

(4)JEE R Solb A SR,

) EIFR R , HERD , L), GBI FIC R .

Sources of the passages in the IELTS Reading Tests:

(1) Economist (www. economist.com), Financial Times, Guardian

(2) government reports on the social developments, annual report of the various organizations of the UN

(3)some famous journals or magazines (for instance, Info Journal)

(4)Special joumnals in the UK or Europe, for example, Arts Management, Arts Education

(5) National Geographic , New Scientist , Science , Popular Science , and Nature (70% of articles of
natural science comes from these sources)

(6) National Geographic (80% of nonpolitical significant events, great inventions are from this
source)

Here the author suggests that candidates read more articles from the above mentioned resources so as
to better understand the writing styles as well as the structures of the language .

2. BN General Training Reading Module

There are three sections in the General Training Reading Module. There are as the followings :

Section 1. 2-3 short passages, each is about 500 words long. This section contains texts relevant to
basic linguistic survival in English with tasks mainly about retrieving and providing general factual infor-
mation.

Section 2. 2-3 mid-length passages, each is about 700 words long. This section is concerned with
training survival. It focuses on the training contest, for example, on the training programmes itself or on
welfare needs. This section involves a text or texts of more complex language with some precise or elabo-
rated expression.

Section 3. One long passage. It is similar to the passage in the Academic Reading Module in the ar-
eas of length, content, style and level of difficulty.

B SRS BRTESY =AM o TN 803 PO A 1 B SR P4 R A 0 B, S —
ANFRA SCRE R AR IR RS,

The sources for the passages in the first two sections of the General Training Reading Module come
mainly from the daily life columns of the English newspapers and magazines. The source for the last sec-

tion is similar to that for the Academic Reading Module.
¢
REARKEIFYMNS P



Chapter Two

Basic Reading Skills Drills
E A 158132 1)1l 2k

Part One Paragraph Reading £ 3% %1%

R SRR T ARG A B LR, FT LA X B 1 BLAE S o PP A Sl o T T8 K i3
BRffe b — R R R GE R WA VI ARG BB IC AT, BCHTSE 1 T B PR 4 A fr T
Mo 12X RN TR REEASCRE BRI A L M SIRTF 7 ok, T B Ml S %
P 1 e B PR RE )

— . Paragraph Structure EXERI %

Bk th =4y 4L - 32 8] (Topic Sentence) 3" J2 /) ( Development Sentences ) FI%% i) ( Con-

cluding Sentence) .

1. Topic Sentence ¥ &)

(1) = A7 69 24 6) BT L4094 4

R VRS A B 0 AT SR — 7 T 1 1 2, A 1 1 AR 1 — A B 1 A
PG EAR) b, B oAt /) 7 #0221 G803 B — AN SR TF . B3 BEK R — oo AR,
Bk, 85, ERAAIURAL & — A se B BRI — N SE 0 To B, “leaming English”
AT, R E AR — AN e AT {H Leaming English is interesting. ” 5t 5 —
AERE T o HK, BRI AR TRk, BB BT, WA Tk
2R

We now have, as a result of modern means of ication, hundreds of tt Is of words flung

at us daily. We are constantly being talked at, by teachers, preachers, salesmen, public officials, and
motion-picture sound tracks. The cries of advertisers pursue us into our very homes, thanks to the radio
— and in some houses the radio is never turned off from moming to night. Daily the newsboy brings us,
in large cities, from thirty to fifty enormous pages of print, and almost three times that amount on Sun-
day. We go out and get more words at bookstores and libraries. Words fill our lives.

H HRELSRXKIY AP



OO ne L

X—BohBE — R EE A,

(Q)EAMHEE

FREA AL E T AR

Generally speaking, English is a difficult language for me to learn. For example, vocabulary is a
problem. Sometimes, several words like “thin”, “slender”, “skinny” or “sim” have almost the same
meaning. How can you tell which word to use? Pronunciation is hard also. My tongue will not make

sounds such as “the”, “g”, and “k”. Furthermore, writing presents a whole group of different obstacles:

grammar, word order, and spelling. These are only some of the difficulties I have with this language.

FREE AR T LAER

My parents have gone out for the evening. Just as I setile down to read or watch television, my little
brother demands that I play with him. If T get a telephone call, he screams in the background or knocks
something over. T always have to hang up to find out what’s wrong with him. Baby-sitting my brother is no
fun. He refuses to let me eat a snack in peace. Usually he wants half of whatever I have to eat. Then,
when he finally grows tired, it takes about an hour for him to fall asleep.

R B4 B 0T AR BOR (BT o

FERAAE By BB IRIAT i BE

Good manners are important in all countries, but ways of expressing good manners are different from
country to country. Americans eat with knives and forks; Japanese eat with chopsticks. Americans say
“Hi” when they meet Japanese bow. Many American men open doors for women; Japanese men do net.
On the surface, it appears that good manners in America are not good manners in Japan, and in a way
this is true. But in any country, the only manners that are important are those involving one person’s be-
havior toward another person. In all countries it is good manners to behave considerately toward others and
bad manners not to. It is only the way of behaving politely that differs from country to country.

A0 EREAFEBIE PR B ER AR B L BB T

The room is located on the fifth floor of the high building. One third of its total floor space is taken
up by a double bed. Facing it, in the comer behind the door, stands a cupboard loaded with pots,
bowls, dishes, bottles, and bags of rice and flour. A desk completely fills the gap between the bed and
the wall with the window. Behind the desk is a chair, the only one in the room; and it almost touches the
boxes and trunks piled against the wall on the opposite side.

X~ BRAR A A RSO BARRTT R T A B R B BRI o

2. Development Sentences # R

BORMBTF I R4 S0, %t R 03k R FF 07 oL 3 TR A B e S A o L 2 AR
11 R, X B 78 SO 0 PR A o RN , 3520 B o R T o

(1)92 83k R R B i3

LRI A A AT PR, R AR Bk, SR RN T R, AR B e
TS SRR SR ST BRSO R , BUS S S50 PERTLA , BVE R BT LAY AR
Bl— Mo TR b — A5 0 H AR IR 00, B SEIR th VLS, T3 R B At 42

WETH:
TREARE LS P



1 OOwe

For many people, all the frustrations they face in their daily lives are relieved on the battlefields of

the road. The cashier in the bank, or at the post office, is also frequently the object of vented anger.
And how often do we read in the newspaper dramatic stories about trolley rage in the supermarket, phone
rage, air rage and so on? Admittedly, we do have the tendency to take out our pent-up emotions on oth-
ers. But surely, a better way to deal with these situations would be simply leaming how to control our

feelings .
X — B RS RIT Y  BE — AR, d R 34T
QHRBERVRFEE

BRI ISCRR I BE TR B, FRATT o AT B — B R R o 5 o T80 1) B B 1 A O 51
B HRMR R . FEX—BIER T EARARSNRE.

Lies also do ham to those who tell them, harm to their. integrity and, in the long run, to their credi-
bility. Lies hurt their colleagues as well. The suspicion of deceit undercuts the work of many doctors who
are scrupulously honest with their patients; it contributes to the spiral of lawsuits and of “defensive medi-
cine”, and thus it injures, in turn, the entire medical profession.

(3) %0 JE) N A B FF

TRI N RV Btk , sh R4 B S SR R R B IR HE AT R s s, B T 0

James Murray was bom in Scotland in 1873, the son of a village tailer. He went o a parish school,
but he left at 14 and he ed | himself with pertinacity. He loved knowledge and he loved to impart it.
He became a schoolmaster; he leamed language after language and was alive to geology, archeology and
phonetics, as well as to local politics. He had to leave Scotland because of the illness of his first wife,
and he became a bank clerk in London. By sheer energy of scholarship, and without benefit of any uni-
versity education, he made himself indispensable to the other remarkable philologists of his day. He re-
tumed to school-teaching and lived a 72 hour day for the rest of his life. For the invitation to edit what be-
came the O.E.D. was one that he could not refuse. At first he combined it with his school work; later he
moved to Oxford and dedicated himself to building the best sort of monument —— best in that it was not a
monument to himself, and best in that it was not a monument to something dead but rather to something
living: the English language.

(4) 82 W) AR - e F

2 IO R B R A T BB B SR E0E , M LB TS TR, A el sk
H SIS Y HATHE .

It is a beautiful and quiet night. The moon is like a disc hanging on the dark sky, which casts its

light on everything. Around the lake are some trees, their slender leaves billowing in the gentle wind.
There must be some frogs in the middle of the lake, whose endless singing can be hoard clearly. What an
attractive night!

(S) it BMMBHE

RABXFIT R W B R B R E SRR S0 — 5 — B M I, BT
RIS B B TR AR UK, 7Sk o F B SR S T R SR 5«

Once you encounter a person who has stopped breathing, you should begin immediately to do mouth-
to-mouth breathing. First, place the victim on his back and remove any foreign matter from his mouth

ﬁ MEL KR FIMY
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with your fingers. ‘Then tilt his head backwards, so that his chin is pointing up. Next, pull his mouth

open and his jaw forward, pinch his nostrils shut to prevent the air which you blow into his mouth from es-
caping through his nose. Then place your mouth tightly over the victim’s. Blow into his mouth until you
see his chest rise. Then tum your head to the side and listen for the outrush of air which indicates an air
exchange. Repeat the process. . .

MBI Sequencing X FPEEBIRE R 4T 03X K30 MY, B A X IR MIE R

(6) | F#k

XFEH A XS ERE LA TR R . DR TE B R A L OB R

#i4 : Knowledge often results only after persistent investigation. Albert Einstein, after a lengthy ex-
amination of the characteristics of matter and energy, formulated his famous Theory of Relativity, which
now acts as a basis for further research in nuclear physics. Using plaster casts of footprints, fingerprints,
and stray strands of hair, a detective pertinaciously pursues the criminal. After years of work Anmie Jump
Cannon perfected the classification of the specira of some 350,000 stars. Invesligations into the causes of
polio have provided us with the means for prevention and cure of this dreaded disease only after many
years of research. As students, we too are determined in our investigation to {ind, retain, and contribute
to the store of human knowledge.

()& Yok fo st i R BE

LA (comparing) F X <47 66 A0 ) 77 THT 24T HLAE 5 36 L (contrasting) J2X L MBI AN R Z 4L

Kung fu, the Chinese form of self-defense fighting, differs considerably from the modem Japanese
version, known as Karate. “Karate is straight line action,” say some kung fu instructors, “While kung fu
involves circular motions.” A karate session looks like an army drill; a kung fu practice resembles a bal-
let. Karate fighters generally stand in one position and step forward or backward, while Kung fu fighters
move sideways and back and forth continuously. Karate is easier to learn because the fighter remains rela-
tively stationary, moving only the arms and leg. The Kung fu fighter, on the other hand, is always moving
and therefore needs to develop a high degree of coordination.

(B)EERKX FRIA

T KB AT T — P (hard work ) Fil— 3R (success) [ % £

Eight out of ten students who come to the United States succeed because of hard work. In spite of
their eagerness, they know very little about the English language or ways of learning it. Foreign-student
life is difficult. Students have few friends and few social opportunities. Neither their parents nor their
countrymen protect them from loneliness. Many students became ill from the home-sickness which they
experience consequently. Toneliness is a more serious difficulty than the language problem. The solution
to all of the foreign students problems is hard work.

@)%

SRR Y5 I HIFGHAT UL

There are three kinds of book-owners. The first has all the standard sets and best-sellers—unread,
untouched. (This deluded individual owns woodpulp and ink, not books.) The second has a great many
books — a few of them read through, most of them dipped into, but all of them as clean and shiny as the
day they were bought. (This person would probably like to make books his own, but is restrained by a

‘ RELREFYNE F



false respect for their physical appearance. ) The third has a few books or many — every one of them dog-
eared and dilapidated, shaken and loosened by continual use, marked and scribbled in from front to
back. (This man owns books. )

(10) F &L

A university is an institution of higher leaming which includes one or more undergraduate schools or

colleges, graduate programs leading to advanced degrees, and one or more professional schools.

() H4&AF %

FARBER T MEE N T EBIBHN S/ B, RASH TR E%.

Kin-tay often told Kizzy stories about himself. He said that he had been near his village in Africa,
chopping wood to make a drum, when he had been set upon by four men, overwhelmed, and kidnapped
into slavery. When Kizzy grew up and became a mother, she told her son these stories, and he in tum
would tell his children. His ldaughter became my dmother, and she pumped that saga into me as
if it were plasma, until I knew by rote the story of the African, and the subsequent generational wending
of our family through cotton and tobacco plantations into the Civil War and then freedom.

TEX— B R A T B O o SRR 0 B 6 R R B

3. Concluding Sentence #itf]

ERMLE B PO . S0 68 I A P RS R A L, S B A A
TTRES, LRI RENPRY R, R BRRE A0 0 B A F IR — BR % FRAL B HI T /B R
A BB AR E R,

The whole process of summarizing implies an ability to make decisions. You have to decide what the
author’s plan is, how the material has been organized, what the key ideas are, and what material is used
merely as example. You will not find the technique of summarizing easy at first because it requires so
many decisions. But your efficiency in making summaries, as well as your general reading efficiency, will

increase in proportion io the time and effort you spend on perfecting your note-taking technique.
Z . Paragraph Reading B &%

—AORYF, ARG IR, A B M I RE 1 — A7 T S R i — 5 T, T A
B AENRE — BN SNEE S B R L T EM. MRS R M5, B
TR — R TRARSIE B E S RA B, L~ WRIIE LA T B% N
ERMARMBARREI IR, BRI SR A RS 407 RATEE 8.0 i
WG, IR A S B — 7 AT AR XHT 4 R BSOS MR ML TR R, B— T s
W R T IR I AR U I X B BT TR MR R o AR T LA S0 BRI R K, AR
AT LA BRI R

W DL ) 27 %5 16 36 AR B3 1R A5 3370 - above, across from, adjacent to, also, around, before
me, below, beneath, beyond, here, in the distance, nearby, on the left, opposite to, next to, up,

down, under, close to, over, etc.

ﬁ BREAREFAS
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0@ nx L

L %28 R B ) O 2R 0 328 3R oL 896 < first, soon, eventually, in the meantime, then, there-
upon, at the same time, next, thereafter, after an interval, now, presently, later, afterward, somewhat
later, finally, at last, etc.

W B R ST YU B 34 VA A B - first, bt finally, also, another, yet, once, such,

then, thus, now, as a result, at last, consequently, for example, in addition, in this case, otherwise,

in closing, for this purpose, furthermore, moreover, likewise, next, on the contrary, in summaty, on the
other hand, in conclusion, therefore, etc.

F LA R LB S 1A A E 7 - another, furthermore, moreover, equally important, too, al-
so0, at the same time, besides, then, accordingly, in fact, in addition to, like, likewise, similarly, just
as...so0, in the same way, etc.

TR HAYE 8 A5 BT on the contrary, different from/in contrast to, on the other
hand, despite, in spite of, yet, but, whereas, unlike, nevertheless, not only. . .but also, years ago. . .
today, the former. . . the latter, the first. .. whereas the second, here. . . there, this. .. that, then. ..
now, some. . .others, once...now, etc.

Bl

When it comes to the slowing economy, Ellen Spern isn’t biting her nails just yet. But the 47-year-
old manicurist isn’t cuiting, filing or polishing as many nails as she’d like to, either. Most of her clients
spend $ 12 to $ 50 weekly, but last month twe longtime customers suddenly stopped showing up. Spero
blames the softening economy. “I'm a good economic indicator,” she says. “I provide a service that peo-
ple can do without when they’re concemed ahout saving some dollars.” So Spero is downscaling, shopping
at middle-brow Dillard’s department store near her suburban Cleveland home, instead of Neiman Marcus.
“I don’t know if other clients are going to abandon me, too,” she says.

ABE—E RN YT HEFRBEHKERT Speo WEH LS. B AEM M
BB R, B LA ST T PR B ) T R S S T 3. L, R T
BT RIPIAIE RN X BRI ST 1o HRE ARG “biting her nails” 4R BT
B URMFARER? HERNETE, RAES A% K IILA 8T bur. iso't. either,
e il but FRANXPIAE  REAR o 5 A1 47 2 1936 51 T SC BB BY 0 # B0
IR, SRR UL P BB T B, RAOTER DS R, %R Spero

MR SLA RS R F A, (A WA B IR 2 5, 750 T, but 1 ei-
ther X -4 BB ¥ i ERURI A0 T B A AR 1 G

EXERCISES

Paragraph 1

Question 1

1. Identify the topic in the following h;

Because hmch comes in the middle of the day, it gives me a welcome break from studying. At
school, lunch means thirty minutes out of class and a chance to rest after the morning’s work. While eat-
ing, T can plan what I'm going to do in the aftemoon. And besides offering a pleasant break in the day,
lunch is always a good meal. In fact, eating lunch is one of my favorite pastimes.

TRRARRIAD F



Paragraph 2

Question 2

2. Identify the topic in the following paragraph:

The need for humane studies, both in tf ives and for scientisis and professional men, is greater

than it ever was. In international affairs and in a world where we have already reached the point where we
can annihilate ourselves, the problem that we face will certainly not be solved by better and better weap-
ons in the hands of opposing armed nations. They will be solved by a better understanding of men, by a
public educated and enlightened enough to support that diplomacy. Until that solution appears, our gov-
emments must continue to arm and to develop weapons against the idiotic possibility of war, but our only
hope of a long-term peace comes not from better weapon, but from humane agreement between men and
nations.

Paragraph 3

Question 3

3. Summarize the main idea of the paragraph:

In the 1880’s, engineer Herman Hollerith was searching for a way to record census information. He
saw a conductor punching holes in tickets. The position of each hole told something about the ticket hold-
er, such as hair or eye color. If the “passenger” tumed out to be a train robber, this record would help
the police. Hollerith designed punched cards for an electric computing machine. Each hole gave the an-
swer to a question. The machine counted the holes, and the ancestor of the computer was born.

Paragraph 4

Question 4

4. Summarize the main idea of the paragraph:

New figures from France, Germany and Italy — the three biggest economies in the Eurozone — sug-
gest the continent’s economic woes may have been exaggerated. In France, evidence emerged that con-
sumer spending remained solid in July and August, rising 1.4% and 0.6% respectively. Forecasters had
generally expected the July figure to show a 0. 1% slippage, with August unchanged. But the figures were
flattered slightly by a downgrade to the June figure, to 0.7% from 1.5% .

Paragraph 5

Question 5

5. Identify the way of develof in the following h:

This surge of demand for oil will scon begin to send shock waves through the American economy and
transportation system. The impact of these tremors can already be anticipated ~— to the consumer they sig-
nal the end of a long love affair with the car, and to Detroit they offer an early waming that its growth
aims are dangerously unrealistic. Unless we exercise foresight and devise growth-limits policies for the au-
to industry, events will thrust us into a crisis that will lead to a substantial erosion of domestic oil supply
as well as the independence it provides us with, and a level of petroleum imports that could cost as much
as $20 to $ 30 billion per year. Moreover, we would still be depleting our remaining oil reserves at an
unacceptable rate, and scrambling for petroleum substitutes, with enormous potential damage to the

environment .
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