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Abstract

The Forbidden City was the imperial palace of the
Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties. Its
construction lasted from 1406 to 1420. As the residence
of Chinese emperor, who was also known as the Son of
Heaven in China (Central Kingdom), the Forbidden City
corresponded in Chinese astrology to Purple Numinous
Enclosure, which was believed to be the dwelling place of
the emperor of the heaven and whose core was Polaris, and
was regarded as the center of the world.

Surrounded by a 10-meter-high wall and a 52-meter-
wide moat, the rectangular Forbidden City covers an
area of 780,000 square meters and its architecture covers
160,000 square meters. Along the central axis and on its
both sides are symmetrically located 8,728 bays of 980
buildings in over 90 architectural groups. The Forbidden
City is the largest and the most complete imperial
architectural complex. The towering city wall, majestic
palace, graceful gardens, solemn Buddhist halls, elegant
stages and flowing rivers form an imperial palace with
the most complete design and the most exquisite structure
in Chinese history. It is a masterpiece reflecting the peak
of imperial architecture, authority and ritual system and
represents the highest level of ancient Chinese architectural
art and craft.

The Forbidden City is an epitome of 5,000-year
Chinese traditional culture. As a significant symbol of
centralized power and unified state, it reflects the ancient
Chinese philosophical thoughts (e.g. interaction between
heaven and man, yin and yang, Five Elements), ethical
codes (e.g. imperial authority, integration of family and
state), aesthetical concepts (e.g. being resplendent and
magnificent, balanced and symmetrical) and Confucian



ritual system (e.g. Five Gates and Three Halls, Imperial
Ancestral Temple on the left and Altars to the Gods
of Earth and Grain on the right). It may be rated as an
encyclopedia of Chinese traditional culture and one of the
most profound World Cultural Heritages, thus becoming
one of the greatest symbols of human civilization.

The Forbidden City witnessed the vicissitudes of
the Ming and Qing dynasties. During the 500 years before
the 1911 Revolution, it had been the political center of
China. Altogether 24 emperors lived and many historic
events and legendary stories took place here. The grand
ceremonies (e.g. enthronement, imperial wedding, palace
examination, Confucian lecture, worship), stirring political
struggles (e.g. disputing on imperial issues of principle,
fighting against eunuchs monopolizing the power,
uprising of Divine Justice Religion), mysterious palace
cases (e.g. palace incident of 1542, case of hitting with a
cudgel, Yongzheng seizing the throne), and unusual lives
of emperors, empresses, imperial concubines, princes,
eunuchs and imperial maids, have made the palaces in the
Forbidden City wordless historical records.

The Forbidden City is a sacred place housing
the national treasures of China and a palace displaying
traditional art. Owing to its collections’ wide origins
(as far as Europe and the US), long time span (from
Neolithic period to modern times), huge amount (about
1.5 million objects), and high level (imperial collection),
the Forbidden City is one of the most resplendent treasure
houses of human art.

Surrounding the Forbidden City’s architecture and its
functions, the book covers extensively the relevant history,
culture, figures, events, collections, ancient records, etc.
With panoramic visual angle, beautiful style of writing,
rich data and fine pictures, the book guides the readers to
tour the Forbidden City, to travel through history and to
seek the secrets of the imperial palace. ..
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