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Preface

It has. often been said that the areas where our minority nationalities live are “lands of song -and
dance.” This is quite true. There is even the popular folk saying: “The child learns to sing as soon
as he learns to speak; he” learns to dance as soon as he knows how to walk.” Singing and dancing
are an inseparable part of the life of our national minorities. In their wide range of social activities
instrument playing, singing and, above all, dancing are ways of communicating their thoughts and emo-
tions to one another. It is just in such a free and unrestrained environment that the music and art
of the minorites have been continuously spreading while keeping its undiminished vitality throughout the
years. These rich forms of art have accumlated to become a strong current in the culture of the
Chinese nation.

The present volume of children’s piano pieces “Fifty-six Flowers” is a selection of some of the
most popular melodies of each minority. In order to emphasize the characteritic temperament of each
nationality, the greater part of the selection is focused on song and dance music which has a strong
sense of rhythm and is suitable for the piano. The 'principle of the editors was to retain the original
tunes, rhythms and harmony. The pieces are all very short; nevertheless they are sketches from the
life and customs of the minorities.

The volume may be used as supplementary material for children who are studying the piano. The
editors hope that through this book the children will cultivate an affectonate familiarity with the cul-
ture and customs of the minority nationalities in our country, which is what I achieved in my long
years of teaching and performing of minority music.

Ding Jian Nuo
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