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Compiler’s Notes

The present textbook is prep.'—lrﬂr] as a supplenw.nlar}' oral T.raining material for
Chinese beginners. Consist of 30 lessons, the two-volume texthook is designed for
students learning Chinese as a foreign language in Grade One, which could be fin-
ished in one year if the students have two classes per week.

The book takes one or series of cartoon pictures as materials for students’
oral practice in the class, which includes the following parts in each lesson: Look
at the pictures and pronounce the following syllables; What (act) is it; Words and
expressions; Talk about the pictures; Dialogue, Retell, Tests paper, and so on.

To teachers
As we know, images play an important role in the process of language acqu-
isition of our mother tongue, especially in the period of childhood. We believe that
they could function equally well in the course of second language learning.
Generally speaking, the way of teaching language with the aid of pictures has
the following advantages:

1. Being an eflective way of developing students’ potential memory, it is helpful
for students to construct immediately the connection between the meanings and the
Chinese characters and gmsze  because the pictures could remind of students the
meaning represented by the sounds and characters. What is more, the pictures
could strengthen the students’ memory of the characlers and sounds that are supposed
to be learnt by heart.

2. With the aid of pictures, students could give free rein to their observation
and imagination, and thus it is easy for them to make up logical sentences and
passages. Furthermore, the pictures could also provide a specific context or a dire-
ction for students to imagine and to use the language.

3. Finally, the lively and funny cartoons could easily arouse students’ interest
and enthusiasm for learmning Chinese language.

When using this book, teachers should guide students to focus on the visual images,
enlightening them to express their thoughts and ideas freely. During the course of
teaching, teachers should make a flexible use of the book to adapt to students of
different levels. In case that the students feel the materials are too hard to talk
about, teachers may help them to construet the specific context and to make up a
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comparatively complete and reasonable story. They may offer their own version first
and then ask questions and finally ask students to retell. As for the language
points encountered in the classroom, the teachers need only to explain briefly to make
the students to focus on the meaning, and it is not necessary to expound completely.

To students

Different methods should be adopted in accordance with the specific contents
in each part of the lesson. To be exact, the following suggestions are offered in view
of the different part of the contents.

1. Look at the pictures and pronounce the following syllables

To cater for the Chinese pronunciation learning in comprehensive lessons at
the beginning stage, this part is devised 10 add pictures 1o those individual, abstract
phonemes and syllables, and therefore to entitle them with meanings. In this way,
the mechanical and dull drills would become interesting and with lots of fun. The
first impression of these phonemes and syllables as well as the words represented
by them would form the basic vocabulary of students.

2. What (act) is it

In each lesson (from 4-30), there are two groups of eight nouns or verbs,
totaling 16 words, each of which is maiched with a picture accompanied by Chinese
characters and pinyin. The students may learn them in the order of picture-pinyin-
characters, and thus the pictures could arouse students’ interest to learn the Chinese
characters and pinyin standing for the meaning indicated by the pictures. Students
should memorize each word step by step, and finally use them in answering
questions and other exercises without looking at them.

3. Talk about the pictures

This is a rather essential part of each lesson. Students are supposed to look
at the pictures first, paying close attention to every detail, and then answer the
questions with the help of words and expressions given below. And after that,
students are expected to retell the story by piecing together the answers to those
questions.

4. Dialogues

This part is devised as materials for communicative training practice. Students
are expected to work in groups and to be able to talk without looking at the hook.

5. Words and expressions

In each lesson, there are some commonly used words and expressions, which
are necessary for students to do the drlls. Students are supposed 1o memorize and use
them in the practice of drills as well as in answering the questions and retelling
the stories.

6. Supplemt:ntary words

Supplementary words, accompanied with pictures, are presented for the students
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to build up a large vocabulary that could be used in their daily life. Students may
learn them by heart in their spare times.

7. Test papers

Six test papers are included in the book as an appendix for teachers to test
students’  ability to speak in Chinese at the end of the course or students to test
themselves during their learning. The standards of the testing are as follows:

(1} Whether the tones and intonations are properly used;

(2) Whether the words and expressions are properly used;

(3) Whether the grammatical rules are used correctly;

{4) Whether the oral expression is clear and fluent.

The above-mentioned test papers are mainly designed to test students’
language skills, which could never be achieved by a rush job in a few days before
the examination, but hard work and repeated practice over a certain period of time.
Therefore, the six papers included here are not necessary to be kept secretly before
the examination. Quite on the contrary, the students could take them as self-testing
materials. To do this, students are required to:

{1) Look at the pictures carefully and leam by heart the new words and expre-
ssions provided;

(2) Answer the questions orally and they are expected to use those new words
and expression;

(3) Describe the pictures orally.

The score ol the test could be divided inte four categories on the basis of
the standards mentioned above: Excellent, Fine, Pass and Not pass.

In the end, this hook, as well as the way of teaching employed by it, is a new
attempt in the field of teaching Chinese as foreign language. Any comments and
eriticisms from both teachers and students are warmly weleomed, and we sincerely
hope, the hook will be of great help for the teaching and learning.

Author: Yongshou Ding

October 2001

Chinese Academy

Beijing Langyage and Culture University
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