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FOREWORD
Jumg Werpu

Every nation of the world has its own tradional festivals. So does each nationality of China. the multinational
country, with some festivals shared by scveral nationalities. Traditional festivals are closely related to the historical
development, custom and folkway, religious belief and moral principles of a nation. Of these festivals some are kept
to commemorate certain historical events so as to inspire the people to succeed and carry out some lofty spirits or
fine traditions, others to sing the praise of the outstanding persons and express people’s grief for them and cherish
their memory. And still others are celebrated to spread and multiply certain good aspirations and fine pursuances of
the nation. Traditional festival is the result of the people’s creation which radiates with the brilliance of the wisdom
and ideal of the people.

Although the stories of Chinese traditional festivals included in this picture-story book are only part of them
of the Chinese nationalities, they shine with the characteristic national radiance and are permeated with the enthusi-
asm of pursuing the bright prospect and loving of life. These stories of age-old origin have been treated and en-
riched successively by the people in the long history. They have exerted on Chinese social history a subtle and pro-
found influence which will inevitably last in the future.

It will bring into full play to the artistic peculiarity of the picture-story book to depict these traditional festi-
vals in books excellent both in pictures and literary compositions. The editors of Shandong Fine Arts Press showed
sound judgement in their attempt to open up new topics of the picture-story book. The literary composers described
the imaginary legends in a terse style while the painters drew those vivid images by means of artistic expression
which are full of national characteristic and the sense of times. The painters of this book are all young and middle-
aged ones from Shandong Province. Some of them have attained certain achievement in artistic creation. Most of
the paintings in this book bear the distinctive style of their own and demonstrate an explorative vigour in artistic
creation. Of these painters some draw on the experience of paintings of the ancient times yet are not constrained by
them. Others seek artistic exageration and deformation but do not dissociate their drawing from the content. At pre-
sent the art of picture-story book is faced with a new task of further transformation and improvement. We notice
that picture-story painters in quite a few districts have made bold and valuable explorations and achieved continu-
ous successes. The picture-story painters of Shandong Province are too trying to open up a new prospect. As in the
Changjiang River the waves behind drive on those before. new talents are coming forth in large numbers. The com-
pilation and publication of this book will add a characteristic new flower to the field of the picture-story book
where all flowers are vying for beauty in full bloom. I wish sincerely they forge ahead incessantly and open up still

more flourishing prospects in artistic creation.
Beijing. September. 15. 1990
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THE SPRING FESTIVAL

The first day of the first lunar month is the Spring Festival. It is also called the Lunar Year,and another
popular name of it is Celebrating the New Year. The age-old traditional festival is the most grand and lively
festivity among the Chinese people.

The Spring Festival is the most important festivity among the Han people. As China is a multinational
country , however , the people of Manzu, Mongol, Yaozu, Zhuangzu, Baizu, Gaoshan, Hezhe , Hani, Dawoer,
Dongzu and Lizu besides the Han people all keep up the custom of celebrating the Spring Festival.

The Spring Festival has a long history. It originated from offering sacrifices to gods and ancestors at the
beginning of the year in the period of the Shang Dynasty in China’s history. There are quite a few legends
about yeat. In ancient times the Spring Festival was called “the first day”, “the first morning” or “the new
year”. It was after the 1911 Revolution that the 1st of the 1st lunar month was officially named the Spring
Festival.

Long years of history have turned the custom of celebrating the new year into extraordinary rich and
varied activities, of which the superstitious contents of worshiping Heaven and gods have been sifted out
gradually while those full of the delight of life such as sticking Spring Festival Couplets,New Year pictures, the
Chinese character for happiness and paper cut for window decoration, steaming New Year cake, making
dumplings, letting off firecrackers,staying up late on New Year’s Eve and paying New Year’s call are still in
vogue to this day.

The earliest Spring Festival Couplet was written on a mahogany board by Meng Chang of the period
of the Five Dynasties in China’s history ,which reads,“The new year is to receive the celebration of a bumper
harvest, the happy festival greets a lasting spring. » And the red paper had not been used to write the Spring
Festival Couplet on until the period of the Ming Dynasty. The New Year pictures originated from the door-god
of the Tang Dynasty , which , together with the firecrackers were used originally to expel the evil spirit in an-
cient times. And today sticking New Year pictures has become a custom only to add to the festive atmosphere.
The custom of sticking the character of happiness can be traced back as early as before the Song Dynasty , when
people wrote the character of happiness on a piece of square red paper and stuck it upside down on the doors,
windows and furnitures purposely , meaning that happiness has come up. Staying up late on New Year’s Eve is
a most important custom to celebrate the New Year. It was on record as early as in the Wei and Jin Dynasties.
Up to now the Chinese people take setiously the custom of staying up late on the New Yeat’s Eve for the whole
family to enjoy the family happiness while drinking the wine together joyously. When the new year begins

with the first crow of the cock ,people ,men and women,old and young,all dressed in their holiday best, first
wish the seniors a happy New Year ,and then go to visit their relatives and friends to offer congratulations with
one another. At the time,the Divine Land of China is decorated with rich colors. From the st to the 15th of
the 1st lunar month people are immersed in the festive atmosphere of jubilation ,auspiciousness and civiliza-
tion.



£ 0 % H

Z B 19634
AL L FEE A, BAEL
W LN HHBER,
LI YONG ,born in 1963, is a native of Jinan,

Shandong Province. He is at present a professional

painter at Shandong Art Gallery.

THE LEGEND OF YEAR -
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Legend goes that in ancient China there lived a monster
named Year who, with a horn on the head, was extremely
ferocious. Year lived deep at the bottom of the sea all year
round and climbed up the shore only on New Year’s Eve to

devour the cattle and Kill people’s lives.
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Thereupon on the day of every New Year’s Eve people from
all villages and stockaded villages would flee, bringing along the
old and the young, to the remote mountains so as to avoid the

calamity caused by the monster of Year.
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On the day of that New Year’s Eve the people of Peach Blos-
som village were bringing along the old and the young to take
flight when there came from outside the village an old beggar.
With a stick in his hand and a bag hanging upon his arm,he had

eyes twinkling like stars and a graceful beard as white as silver.



(4) FBRMA GG HI, e g, 7ok 4,
HEAREY, —AREARTR, E8, REA MBI
GEHHEA,

Seized with a panic,the villagers were in a great hurry to run
away. Some were closing the windows and locking the doors,some
were packing, and others were urging the cattle and driving the
sheep. At a time when the people were shouting and the horses

were neighing,no one was in the mood to care for the old beggar.
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Only a grandmother living in the east end of the village gave
the old man some food and advised him to hurry up the mountains
to avoid the Year monster. But the old man stroked his beard and
said smiling, “If you allow me to stay at your home for the night,

I’'m sure to drive away the monster of Year. ”
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The old woman was surprised to hear this. She looked at him
scrutinizingly only to find that, with white hair and ruddy com-
plexion, the old man had a bearing out of the ordinary. She went
on to persuade him to take flight. But he only smiled without
reply. Thereupon the grandmother could not help but leave her

home to go up the mountains.

8
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Around midnight the monster of Year rushed in the village.
He found the atmosphere was quite different from that of the pre-
vious year. The house of the grandmother in the east end of the
village was brilliantly illuminated , with bright red paper stuck on

the door. Greatly shocked ,the monster gave a strange loud cry.
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The monster of Year stared angrily at the house for a mo-
ment. And then,howling furiously ,he made a pounce on it. As he
approached the door, there came all of a sudden the exploding
sounds of bang-bong. Trembling all over, the monster dared not

make a step forward.
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It turned out that the red colour, flame and exploding were
what Year feared the most. And when the door of the
grandmother’s house was thrown open and an old man in a red
robe burst out laughing in the courtyard,the monster of Year was

scared out of his wits and fled helter-skelter.
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