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Preface

Su Guoging

This is the first antique catalog presenting a comparatively comprehensive and systematic introduction of
precious museum collections in Gansu. It takes us three years to make the plan and the preparation, select the
cultural relics and compile them into a book.

In early 1990s , cultural relics collecting and research units of Gansu province organized a group of experts
to select the first grade cultural relics of national level among all preserved in Gansu according to the request from
National Cultural Relics Bureau of getting a clear clue of the authentic situation . This is a systematic project and an
arduous work as well, in as long as five years, 1754 pieces of cultural relics were ascertained as first grade of
national level among over 420, 000 pieces preserved in 90 collecting units . After that , a new round of cultural
relics appraisement were done while the experimental work of gathering information of cultural relics preserved in
museums all over China (Gansu was one of the four experimental units ) started in 2002 , 110,000 pieces of
cultural relics were affirmed as precious one above the third grade among which 1486 pieces were newly-added
first grade, thus the first grade cultural relics in Gansu amounted to 3240 pieces and is on top of the national list .
Although it was a painstaking work, experts devoted infinite passion to it and felt very exited when a real treasure
was found . Many experts agree to the conclusion that Gansu province is rich in cultural relics due to its splendid
ancient culture. Especially the museum collection , 95% of which were got from archaeological excavation at the
exact sites within the territory of the province , reflect the continuous history in almost every aspect with complete
types. Besides, these collections have obvious advantages , bear unique features of this region and the Silk
Road , many pieces are the only ones of the same kind in China . They suggest that a book containing selected
precious pieces of cultural relics from Gansu should be compiled , published and issued which will surely play the
role of ushering the long history and brilliant culture , introducing particular cultural relics of Gansu, attracting more
and more people to get to know more about Gansu , extending and promoting Gansu’s opening to the outside world
and then pushing forward the all-sided development of economy and whole society of our province . Thereout , an
idea of compiling and publishing a book named Essence of Cultural Relics from Gansu came into being and
recognitions and supports were got from all sides . From first half of 2004, some members of Gansu Provincial

Committee of Cultural Relics Appraisement have been invited to select 300 pieces of relics which could be used
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in this book among all in Gansu through repeating comparison and study, to take photo of these pieces and write
corresponding general description and brief dissertation of the different kinds . Their effort make it possible for the
book to be complied and published very soon in the future. Therefore, we would like to acknowledge suggestions,
hard work, support of all units and personals for the compilation and publication of this book .

Gansu locates at the conjoint part of Huanghe River valley and west China & middle Asian , it had been an
important door between China and the West, and a strategic passage of the Silk Road since ancient time . A large
amount of historical sites and archaeological finds represented by those from Dadiwan site shows that Gansu is
one of the birth place of ancient Chinese culture and Chinese civilization . The purpos of compilation of this book
is to reflect as wholly as possible the feature of history and culture of GanSu throngh photos of over 300 pieces
of selected relics , corresponding explanation , expatiation and brief dissertation of various kinds of cultural relics.
The first part of this book concerns colorful pottery ware of various shapes which shine light of ancient culture and
indicate the advanced agricultural civilization in Gansu in ancient time. Culture of Gansu in the Bronze Era has the
characteristics of combination of agricultural culture and farming culture. Bronze wares excavated from sites of
Qijia Culture and Siba Culture shows that Gansu is one of the regions in China where bronze wares first appeared .
Later on , Gansu became the birth place of culture of Zhou people and Qin people . From the Han Empire of the
2™ Century B.C to the Yuan , Ming and Qing Dynasties of the 13® Century A.D, central government had once put
all efforts to manage and directly control Gansu . A large number of cultural relics witness the Han , Jin , Sui and
Tang Dyansties to be the most powerful and prosperous period of Gansu . History is multidimensional. Cultural
relics from the Central Plain and foreign regions, ancient artistic works from Tibet reflect not only the special
geographical location of Gansu , but also the cultural exchange between different countries. The Expo with 27
nations as attendees held in Hexi Corridor by Yangdi Emperor of the Sui Dynasty , monk of Xuanzang went to
India bringing back Buddhist sutras , historical record of an alliance made between Kuoduan and Saban in Liangzhou
and many beautiful legends have remained to be the ever lasting topic about the Silk Road , all of these events can
be proved by historical relics unearthed in Gansu .

Long history and civilization passed on from generation to generation left Gansu countless magnificent cultural
treasures. The abundant cultural relics unearthed in Gansu made it possible for the appearance of the world
famous subjects: Dunhuangology , GreatWallology , WoodenSlipology and Tibetology on this piece of land . This
is the essence and shiny point of the history of Gansu , is what we are proud of as well . There is an old Chinese
saying : object can tell the story of history and culture . Cultural relics of Gansu are the condensation of historical
change happened in this province, refract the procedure of the human progress , bear the trace of development of
civilization and remain the onward step of society . We try to interpret the value and meaning of cultural relics from
the point of view of emergence , evolvement besides of presenting history and civilization of Gansu through 300

pieces of selected relics ; to generalize recent academic achievements through the exploration and understanding




of the cultural relics ; inspire the cognition and pursuing for the beauty through analysis of the artistic works in this
book . We can say that , the compilation of this book is the crystal of wisdom and specialty of many experts and
scholars , the perfect combination of learning and appreciation . We aim to attract more and more people to know
yesterday and today of Gansu, tradition and spirit of people of different minority nationalities live on this piece of
land , consequently to inspire the later generation to maintain and carry forward this excellent tradition and spirit .
Of Course , owing to the limitation of the content and our level , although we try our best to be perfect, still there
are some omitters , mistakes , shortages and regrets , for instance this book does not cover exquisitely made stone
wares of , Buddhist sutras and related books , paintings , coins , lacquer wares neoteric and modern cultural relics ,
we can make a remedy in the future if possible . We believe that people will surely enjoy good book of cultural
relics as enjoy the cultural relics themselves overlapping the barrier of time and distance. Cultural relics , as the
bearer of the traditional culture and national spirit , has a special role of enlightenment, instruction and inspiritment
in carrying forward the national spirit , inspiring people ‘s creativity for new life and pursuing a better future . No
matter how precious the cultural relics are , their role of serving the society can be carry out only through preservation,
research and exhibition . We believe that after reading this book , you will know further about this piece of warm

land with long history and mystery and will make continuous effort to make it a richer and more prosperous one .
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General Dissertation

Dong Yanwen

Gansu , located on the upper reach of Yellow River and joint part of Loess Plateau , Qinghai & Tibet Plateau
and Inner Mongolia & Xinjiang Plateau , is a place with profound historical and cultural reserve . Gansu is one of
the birth place of ancient Chinese culture and Chinese civilization , an important channel of the cultural exchange
between China and western countries and a strategic passage of the Silk Road in ancient time .According to
archaeological finds, our ancestor lived on this piece of land full of mystery as early as 200,000 years ago . Gansu
is rich in cultural relics in China due to its long history, several-thousand-year-old civilization, advantaged natural
environment . Among over 400,000 pieces of cultural relics preserved in the museums in Gansu , 95% of which
were gained from archaeological excavation or exact sites , they are of high value in terms of history, science and
art, let alone say over 10,000 unmovable sites situated in all parts of GanSu just like the stars in the sky or chesses
on the board . A great many cultural relics excavated in Gansu bearing unique feature of local region, the Silk
Road, Buddhist art , fortress along the Great Wall and multi-nationality witness the production activity of our
ancestor in every aspect of every field.

There are many important archaeological discoveries and monumental pieces of cultural relics unearthed in
Gansu . Archaeological material shows that the last Glacial Stage (Yumu Glacial Stage of 125,000-10,000 Years
Ago) ended 10,000 years ago , at that time , temperature on the earth and sea level began to rise , plants grew
ferociously , the Neolithic Era started , agiculture , farming and pottery ware production emerged in Asia . About
8,000 years ago , our ancestors who lived in Weihe River valley and Xihanshui River valley represented by
Dadiwan in Qin’an invented agriculture and launched the Neolithic-Era Revolution . They grew broom corn millet,
millet, raised pig and dog, built house and village, acquired amazing achievements in the aspect of pottery making,
architecture and art , created synchro resplendence same as that in Central Plain . Gansu is a place in China where
the earliest and finest painted pottery ware were made , and the painted pottery civilization lasted for the longest

period. Alms bowl with painted red strip design unearthed at Dadiwan in Qin’an dating back to about 8,000 years




ago is the earliest painted pottery ware we ever know up to now . It is an important clue for the study of origin of
painted pottery ware and Chinese civilization . About 5,000 years ago , Majiayao People who lived in the middlepart
of Gansu made a large group of painted pottery wares with bold and unrestrained design in exquisite shape and
bright color symbolized the crown-point phase of the development of painted pottery ware and wrote an flowery
chapter in the history of Chinese fine art .

It was 4,000 years ago that Hexi people represented by those who lived in Siba of Shandan County and
Huoshaogou in Yumen City used bronze wares and finely-made gold and silver wares commonly symbolized the
first prosperous period of Hexi Corridor in the history .With the further study on pre-historic jade wares in recent
years , appreciation of jade wares became a fashion which show a trend of quick development , jade wares of
Qjjia Culture draw interest of domestic and foreign experts in this field . People pay more attention to the source
and producing area of material , and the relationship between the source and the so-called “Jade Road” . Many
pieces of jade ware preserved in museums in GanSu are the important materials for the study concerned .
Especially two big jade Bi — ritual objects and five jade Cong —ritual objects draw a deep concern in academic
circles , they are intituled as “seven treasures of Jingning ”” and master piece of jade ware of Qijia Culture due to
the superb technics , exquisite making and artful design .

Bronze knife unearthed at Majiayao Culture site in Linjia Village of Dongxiang Autonomous County in Gansu
is the earliest bronze ware found in China until now. Bronze ware of early period were found in a larger amount
from sites of Qijia Culture and Siba Culture. Hereby, there is a widely admissive conclusion in academia that
Gansu is the key region for the study of the origin of the Chinese bronze. Historical documents and archaeological
finds indicate undoubtedly that : Zhou people and Qin people pullulated in eastern Gansu , natural environment and
centuries-old history & culture of Guanlong Region provide material and spiritual support for the growing and
becoming strong of these two tribes .Cultural heritage of the Zhou and Qin Dynasties remained in a certain amount
in Gansu , those unearthed at Baicaopo in Lingtai County and from tomb of Duck of Qin at Mount Dabuzi in Lixian
County are precious .Especially bronze wares unearthed from tomb of Duck of Qin at Mount Dabuzi in Lixian
County are the finest national treasures with dantesque shaped , hideous and complicated design unveiling the
secret of the Qin Kingdom from rising to being powerful and prosperous . In the Han Dynasty , four counties-
Dunhuang, Jiuquan, Zhangye and Wuwei were established , over one-thousand-mile Great Wall was con-
structed , then the measure of emigration on a large scale and stationing garrison troop to open up wasteland &
grow grain in Hexi region was taken by Wudi emperor made this region a part of China. The steady development
of economy and culture in Hexi region , increase of population during this period can be validated by the remained
one-thousand-mile Great Wall and abundant ancient books & records on wooden slips . The galloping horse
unearthed at Wuwei present the figure of speedcoursing courser and symbolize the pioneer spirit of our Han-

Dynasty ancestor .




As everyone knows, written writs and wooden or bamboo slips of the Han Dynasty discovered in Library
Cave of Mogao Grotto was listed into one of the four great archaeological discoveries in early twentieth Century
by Mr.Wang Guowei . Among 73,600 slips of the Han Dynasty unearthed in China , 60,100 are unearthed in
Gansu occupying 82% of all, besides , there are certain amount of slips of the Qin Dynasty and Wei& Jin
Period , this is another feature of the cultural relics of Gansu . These wooden or bamboo slips make a supplement
or correction for the literature , ancient books and records , provide new material quite useful for the study on
history and reflect devotedly the charm of the calligraphy of Chinese characters and the trace of its evolvement .
The museum collection was enriched , mean while research work of Dunhuangology was deepened and widened
recently by the related scholars who cleared up 8,000 sutras in ancient Tibetan character and wrote catalogue of
it which was discovered in Library Cave and then covered with dust for another one century, also by some
scholars of Tibetan language and literature who made a study on sutras in ancient Tibetan and Tibetan character .
The discovery of wooden or bamboo slips in Gansu and sutras from Library Cave of Mogao Grotto made the
appearance of two independent subjects which provail at home and abroad.

Chinese people were cognizant of the economic value of silkworm several thousand years ago , made clothes
with the silk spited by silkworm to cover the body and keep warm. Pottery spinning annulus and pottery pieces
with trace of patterns of cloth unearthed at Dadiwan site should be regarded as the information of emergence of
the weaving industry. The earliest aba ever known up to now is the yellow aba dating back to 4300 — 4000 years
ago unearthed from Neolithic tomb at Yuanyangchi in Yongchang County , abas were also unearthed from Bronze
Era tombs of Qijia Culture and Shajing Culture , large numbers of silk fabrics were discovered from beacon tower
sites at Juyan in Etsina River valley in 1972. Silk fabrics of abundant varieties were also found from sites and tombs
of the Han and Jin Dynasties in Dunhuang and Anxi . Therefore , there are many murals of raising silkworm, picking
mulberry leaf and silk in tombs at Jiayuguan , Jiuquan and Gaotai. Scholars of western countries think that the most
creative agricultural activity of human being in the early period is that Chinese people raised silkworm successfully.

As early as the Warring States Period of 2000 years ago , artistic style of Chinese painting-form shape of
things with lines was established . Plentiful paintings dating from the Western Han Dynasty to the Ming Dynasty(1*
Century A.D - 17" Century A.D) have been preserved in forms of murals about Buddhism in Grottoes in Gansu ,
frescos of the Han and Jin Dynasties in tombs , wood blocks. Most of these paintings are early-period works from
which the venation of development and maturation of artistic style of Chinese painting can be clearly seen .
Since 1970s , over 50 mural tombs were found in Hexi Corridor in succession , painting on each piece of brick
can be regarded as independent one just like the hanging scroll, they are called in academia: Underground Gallery .
483 pieces of Buddhist painting of the Ming and Qing Dynasties preserved in museums of Gulang , Wuwei,
Shandan and Minle counties are called in academia: Movable Frescos , among which one piece of early Ming

Dynasty in Gulang is the earliest and of the highest artistic value ever known at present in China. These precious
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paintings show fully and vividly the artistic style of Chinese painting-form shape of things with lines . Furthermore , a
great deal of ancient woodcarvings unearthed from the Han and Jin Dynasties tombs have been preserved very
well , especially those in shape of animal were vividly made and full of wild life with simple and naive look , this is
another high light spot of the cultural relics from Gansu .

As a must-go place for the spreading of Buddhism to the East , many temples , pagodas and grottos have
been constructed and Buddhist art has taken root in Gansu in different dynasties due to the encouragement of the
It is no doubt that the splendid cultural relics of Gansu is the source of the compilation of this book and the
immaterial wealth of people on this piece of land giving us eternal infection and enlightenment in the aspect of
wisdom, morality and beauty. Indeed , these treasures presented before us give us an impression of “premature
child” in an underdeveloped society . Further exploration and study need to be done to research into their arcanums
and eternal charm .It is obvious that most of the cultural heritage created by human have disappeared with the
lapse of time . Historical and cultural heritage we see today in Gansu are the lucky survivals through many years of
destruction , they are very precious just because of this , they are given much attention just because of this .
Therefore , inherit the tradition and protect the cultural relics is the base and starting point to reach our goal of
passing on civilization and going forward.central government . Cultural relics in Gansu related to Buddhism present
a splendid sight now .The craftwork of stone carving , although was introduced in to China from India , had a
profound base of Chinese tradition , was the result of cultural exchange . Masterpieces of the stone statue pre-
served in Gansu can compare beauty with ancient European stone sculptures . The statuary art of bronze statue in
Tibetan Buddhist style is another peculiar flower in the garden of the cultural relics of Gansu . Those bronze
Buddha, Bodhisattva , guardians with heavy and complicated crown , high hair knot ,composed continence ,
elegant pose , were made with super technics and full of mysterious color and religious connotation attracting more
and more attention . Buddhist sutra of the Western Xia Dynasty , Yuan Dynasty and Ming Dynasty carved and
printed finely , bound masterly are not only rare Buddhist sutra , but also precious masterpiece of calligraphy .

China is a country of porcelain , porcelain wares preserved in GanSu are of long history , magnificence and
prominent characteristic of Yaozhou kiln unearthed at Pingliang and Qingyang in Gansu present the consummate
technics of carved design , jade-like bright and smooth greenish blue glaze . Brown glazed porcelain jar with
incised peony design, white glazed porcelain jar with painted reed and swallow design in brown unearthed from
Western-Xia-Dynasty kiln at Ta‘erwan in Wuwei, black glazed porcelain jar with incised peony design discovered
in sheepfold at Shahe in Sunan Yugu Autonomous County exhibit the feature of porcelain ware of the Western Xia
Dynasty with thick wall and big size , rugged , bold and unrestrained design .

The cultural exchange between Gansu and the West started from very early days . The painted pottery mace
of Yangshao Culture , bronze mace with foursheep-head-shaped ornament of Siba Culture , bronze Fu with

reclining-S-shaped design from Lixian County disclose more or less the information of cultural exchange . The Silk




