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Neck to Neck”: 2000 U.S. Presidential Election

The 2000 U.S. presidential election was the most dramatic election in
modern history. First, at the end of vote count, all the major news media
announced that Democratic Party candidate Al Gore won the election. Hours
later, they corrected their announcement by declaring Republican Party
candidate George W. Bush winning the election because the vote count in a
large southern state reversed the result. Gore phoned Bush to acknowledge
defeat. Shortly afterward, he phoned Bush again to take back the defeat
concession because reports said that there were serious election frauds in the
large southern state where Bush’s brother was the governor. A battle of vote
recount then went on in the state several weeks before Gore made a third
phone call to Bush to give him the second defeat acknowledgement. The
drama became the source of many jokes and funny cartoons. In this unit, you
will learn in greater details about the election and have a laugh at the jokes
and funny pictures.

What do you know @

1. The state that caused the dramatic election controversy was the state of

2. The U.S. president is elected directly by the people. True , False

3. Some say that the U.S. president was elected by 9 persons rather than 200
million American people. The 9 persons were:
A. Judges, B. Senators, C. A group of congressmen.

@ RAFESFHILD LA, B 58T, kTR



e HIBEBRIIZ3 @ L

4. Count the number of unknown words in the first article in this unit and

write the number in the blank:

5 rext 1

How the Electoral College Works

The current workings of the Electoral College are the result of both design and

experience®. As it now operates®:

U

Each State is allocated a number of Electors equal to the number of its
U.S. Senators (always 2) plus the number of its U.S. Representativeé
(which may change each decade according to the size of each State’s
population as determined in the Census).

The political parties (or indépendent candidates®) in each State submit to
the State’ s chief election official a list of individuals pledged to their
candidate for president® and equal in number to the State’s electoral vote.
Usually, the major political parties select these individuals either in their
State party conventions or through appointment by their State party
leaders while third parties® and independent candidates merely designate

~ theirs@.

Members of Congress and employees of the federal government are prohibited
from serving as an Elector in order to maintain the balance between the
legislative and executive branches® of the federal government.

After their caucuses® and primaries®, the ‘major parties nominate their
candidates for president and vice president in their national conventions,
traditionally held in the summer preceding the election. (Third parties
and independent candidates follow different procedures according to the
individual State laws). The names of the duly nominated candidates are
then officially submitted to each State’s chief election official so that they
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