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Recent Photo by Su Guosheng

Niu Tun, Naxi Nationality, born in
Lijiang Yunnan Province in 1942, is a
member of china Folklore Photographic
Association and also a member of Yunan
Photographer Association. Since 198
more than his 400 works have been
published in newspapers and magazines
such as "The People in China", "Oversea
Edition of People Daily","Selected Fine
Works  of  Yunnan  Photographers"
,"Photography World" in Taiwan,"China
Tourism" in Hongkong,"Japan Tourism"
and so on. Some fine works have been
adopted by the Ministry of Post and
Telecommunications as the commemorate
envolopes for "Lijiang Ancient Town Listed
as World Cultural Heritage" and some have
been published in "Lijiang Postal

Autograph Album". So for he has made

three monograph albums and four sets of

postcards on Lijiang's nature, humane
scenery and "Hope Project". He has won
prizes in competitions and exhibitions in
and outside Yunnan Province. He has
gained such honours as "Excellent Prize" in
Yunnan Literature and Art Competition;
"the First Prize" for Yunnan Photographic
Works to celebrate the founding of the
Republic of China 50 years and "the second
Price" for Xianggelila Photography

Competition.
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Preface

“Sang with the wind and sank in the sunshine”, the ancient town
of Lijiang is located in the source of Changjiang River with spring
around. The step of times coming early than ever and living things
waking again. After many years went by, some things were irreparable
nevertheless left would be eternal. Spring was born from exciting and
it should make men to be energy, make women to be bloom, and make
children to be angel. Spring exists in the hearts of people wherever live
in the earth.

The memories of history were replayed between sky and earth.
Niutun who born and bred in Lijiang and also is a spectator of many
significant views. He loves unique nature views, especial was fascinated
in Dongba culture. He is in red waistcoat with pockets walking around
as long as he likes. You could find him on bridge, by stream, and in lane.

You should appreciate many natural scenes in Lijiang where such
as willow dances with wind in ancient town, Jinsha River flows forward
pass by the ancient town day and night, Yulong Mountain is reflected
in Black Dragon Lake, azalea in bloom, mysterious karst and 99 Dragon
ponds in Danxia area, camellia in bloom at Yufeng Temple, the first
bay of Changjiang River, Tiger Jumping Gorge views, fresco of Baisha
and so on.

Niutun took pictures in many places including that of scenes of
three parallel rivers, outlandish customs in the bank of Jinsha River,
various strangers in Chama ancient road and different culture lead to
make many particular shapes and forms of local folk art. He is the

earliest man to take pictures in Laojun Mountain and one of the
photographers who loves Laojun Mountain deeply as well.

At that time when visitors liked Niutun’s pictures, he was already
63 years old. He has rich social experience and skills in his creation of
art and all of these encourage him to look for truth, grace and beauty.
These form his unique mental environment and support him to advance
his career.

Since a man has ambition and perseverance, he would face them
bravely when he encounters any obstacle. The most significant thing
is that he can extend his life in beauty method.

In Niutun’s pictures you can fell unique color, form and art, All
superficial affection about times, nationality and culture is crystallized
in his mind, at last they change into artistic language and energy of life.
In fact, you can fell what Niutun’s perseverance is the love of life,
research of art and search of beauty, so he has a special irreversible
rhythm of life.

Just as the saying goes: “A perfect work not only does need
splendid form but personal character”.

I appreciate this <<Colorful Lijiang>> album would be published.
It costs Niutun 10 years and a large amount of money, however this is
the purpose what Niutun pursues forward.

In brief, I should like ali friends would give him more courage and
beneficial suggestions.

Introduction Colourful Lijiang

Colourful Lijing is the beautiful place that the Russian, Peter Gu,
had been dreaming of finding and living in. It is separated from the
outside world by continous mountains. James Hilton describs such a
place in his novel the Lost Horizon. Li Lincan, vice-president of Taiwan
Palace Museum marvels that this is a place only with spring and
autumn.

In the place, strange mountains and water in different postures
breed this land embraced in happiness, and nourish countless intoxicating
legends and fairy tales. This lost place is a green dream people are
pursuing in the horizon. Now the Naxi people who once chased the
sun on Kunlun Mountain, under the guide of Jinsha Lady, have found
this happy land for living and growing and guarded this land for ever.

Through the creating and developing of hundreds of years, a
colourful Lijiang came into being. Beauty will never be covered. The

world finds Lijiang and realizes colourful Lijiang is human’s mental
home to the soul’s returning to peace and the home to beautiful dreams.

Colourful Lijiang is worthy of the name. In December 1997,
Lijiang Ancient Town succeeded in applying for the World Cultural
Relic. In June 2003, Three-Parallel-River Area succeeded in applying
for the World Natural Relic and Dongbaguji for the World Memory
Relic.

So far colourful Lijiang has won three special honours for the
world relics.
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A Town Forgotten by Fairies

There is a town forgotten by fairies in colourful Lijiang. It is the
only ancient town without walls in China. The old town was built at the
end of the Song Dynasty and early of the Yuan Dynasty. It was prosperous
in the Ming and the Qing Dynasty. Now it enjoys a history of 800 years
and remains its old looks. The old town is China’s History Cuture Famous
City and World Cultural Relics — Lijiang Ancient Town

Lijiang Ancient Town is a border town built by the Naxi Nationality.
It dates from the Southern Song Dynasty. At that time, Lijiang’s ancestors Mu
family moved its dominating center from Baisha at the foot of Yulong Mountain
to the foot of the Lion Mountain and bengan to set up Lijiang Ancient Town
with the name “Dayechang” at the beginning. It was called “Dayanxiang” in
the Ming Dynasty. “Dayanli” at the end of the Qing Dynasty and “Dayanzhen”
in the period of Republic of China.

Lijiang Ancient Town is a whole with four sides blockaded. Having
no walls, this town stresses its high condensation and seeks an ideal state
of depending upon each other and living in safety and peace.

The construction of Lijiang Ancient Town reflects the city-building
fundamental rules of “Spirit Reunion”. Old Town has Sifang Market as its
activity and business center, Guanyi Street as its five veins, extending all
around. Every enterer can walk into Sifang Market in any direction. You
have to admit it is an outstanding characteristic of the Ancient Town.

Lijiang Ancient Town’s another characteristic is “water running through

10

the town and the town depending on water for existence”. At the beginning of
the Ancient Town’s construction, people first dug riverways divided Yuquan
water into three, and divided them into a number of branches. Next according
to water flowing direction, people began to build the city. If the water couldn’t
get a place, people would drill stones to from underground fountains in order to
make the families anywhere get water easily. This kind of way to get water is
different from getting water from rivers. It is well-known as Three-Pit Wells.
Lijiang Ancient Town is worthy of the name —Plateau Water City. Strolling in
the water city, you can see water running through streets entering and
surrounding houses. Main streets are close to rivers and weeping willows grow
in each household. Scores of stone arch bridges run over the rivers. Yulong
Snow Mountain in the distance set off the beauty and pleasing of the households
with small bridges and running water beside them.

While visiting the Ancient Town, you have to see Mu Residence. Mu
Residence was built imitating the Forbidden City in Beijing during Hongwu
Period of the Ming Dynasty by Headman Mu. It was named Lijiang
Governor-General Residence. A stone gateway reading “Zhong Yi” stands in
front of Mu Residence. Behind the the gateway are three big halls. The Lion
Mountain is the Imperial Garden, including Yuyin Building, Guangbi Building,
Wanjuan Building, Sanqging Palace and so on. The grand palace buildings imply
the rules of etiquette in China Feudal Society. From the majesty, you can see

chiel Mu’s respect to knowledge. The grand palace buildings were seriously
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damaged at the end of the Qing Dynasty and the rest parts were pulled down

during ““the Great Cultural Revolution™. The Mu Residence built on the deserted
land reveals its past graceful bearing.

In the birthplace of Headman Mu. a lot of palace buildings and
ale of Baisha

architectural complex came into being. Now Mu’s prosperity has disappeared,

temples were set up during the Ming Dynasty, so a large-sc

and only some historic relics remain. It’s the limited relics that remain as the
witness of the Mu’s prosperity. They give out brilliant rays as last night’s stars.
As you enter Liuli Palace, Dabaoji Palace, Dading Temple and so on in Baisha,
admire the wall-drawings describing the ways of the world, and look at the art
treasures from hundreds of artists, you are sure to believe that Lijiang Ancient
Town without walls has described a beautiful historic picture-scroll of the Naxi
Nationality.

Wufenglou Building, a provincial-leveled preserved building,
represents the garden buildings of Lijiang Ancient Town. The building is
like five phoenixes flying and it gathers the building styles of some
Zang and Naxi. It

Nationality are good at adopting good advice and assimilating cultures

Nationalities as the Han, shows that the Naxi
from different nationalities.

The dwellings reserved as the Ming Dynasty's building style are now
called “Fang”

courtyard enclosed by three houses and one wall. The second is a courtyard

- There are two basic types of Naxi Style dwellings. The first is a

11
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enclosed by four houses with a small courtyard on each corner. Entering the
Naxi dwellings, you can see the most important place for daily activities. It is
the front three-meter-long veranda. The Naxi dwellings have dragons carved
and phoenixes painted on them. In the yards there are kinds of flowers and
plants, so humanity and nature mix together harmoniously in a living space.
Every aspect of the dwelling is telling the common and sacred stories.
Lijiang Ancient Town is the important part of Chama Gudao(Old Road
for Tea and Horses). With the development of the social economy and culture,
not only the trade and business have prospered and the markets have developed,
but also wonderful national culture has come into being, which converges from
Central Plains, Tibet. Dali and even from Burma. Extensive and profound
national culture help experts to study a city’s building and the nationality’s

developing history.
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Snow Mountain Appears Lucky
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Old Charm and Exquisite Feeling

INEFIRIK A SK Small Bridge, Flowing River, Household
RRIT E BRE — B 17 oy S kK . B LR T bk Lijiang Ancient Town is worthy of the name Plateau Water City.
AR, (EREAO b, BRI K 2B, A A A s Yuhe tributaries run through all the streets and lanes of it .The dwelling

are situated according to the water flowing direction.In the drizzly willows,
the dwellings look plain and lively,forming a picter of small bridge ,
flowing river and household .
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Moonlight on the Flowing Water
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