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Preface

Learn Chinese with Me is a series of textbooks designed especially for overseas high school students.
It is mainly targeted at students of Chinese language, aged between 15 and 18 years old, whose native
language is English.

Learn Chinese with Me is a product of many years’ painstaking labor carried out with a passion
and devotion to the cause of Chinese teaching. During the process of compiling this series (from the
framework design to the selection and arrangement of the language materials), we have taken into
consideration the latest research on the acquisition of Chinese as a second language, especially on the
acquisition of Chinese by English-speakers, our own experiences of teaching Chinese as a second
language and feedback from numerous other Chinese language teachers working on the front line. We
were able to design the textbooks and arrange the content on the basis of a wide spectrum of know-
ledge and experience, both academic and practical.

This series of textbooks guides the students from beginner to low-intermediate level. The compiling
principle is to foster high school students’ interest in learning Chinese. The content is natural and
interesting and arranged in accordance with the rules of learning a second language. To cope with
the general needs of conducting daily communication, the sentence patterns and grammar are pre-
sented to students in an order that emphasizes functional usage and the language materials are ar-
ranged within situational topics. The selection of these topics owes a great deal to overseas high
school students themselves. In 2001, we conducted a survey among high school students in two North
American cities on Topics That You’re Interested in, and the topics in this series of textbooks have
been carefully selected based on this survey of over 500 questionnaires. It is our goal that this text-
book series is, on the one hand, functional, pragmatic and interesting to the learner, and on the other
hand, systematic, scientific and academic.

The entire series of Learn Chinese with Me is composed of 12 books, including 4 Student’s Books,
4 Teacher’s Books, 4 Workbooks and other phonetic and listening materials and multimedia materials
supplemented to the Student’s Books. The series can meet the needs of teaching Chinese to 9-12
grades in English-speaking countries and communities.

This series of textbooks is part of a major project sponsored by China National Office for Teaching
Chinese as a Foreign Language (NOCFL), and entrusted to Beijing Normal University to carry out.

During the whole compiling process, we received assistance and support from various parties. There-

fore, we’d like to dedicate our gratitude to:



Yan Meihua, Director of NOCFL, Jiang Mingbao, Vice Director of NOCFL, Ms. Li Guiling and
Mr. Song Yongbo. Their specific directions have been of crucial assistance to us.

We would also like to thank the teachers in Vancouver and Toronto, Canada. They are Jean Heath,
Kate McMeiken, Tina Du, Chong Fu Tan, Hua Tang, Larry Zehong Lei, Assunta Tan A.M., Maggie
Ip, Billie Ng, Yanfeng Qu, Hilary Spicer, Tina Ding, Xue Wu, Xian’en Wang, Jianyi Lee, Ximing
Gao, Daqi Dai and Naiwang Song etc. Through their help in the area of research and their valuable
suggestions, we acquired a better knowledge of the North American area and finally came closer than
ever before to the kind of textbook we have always strived to create.

The teachers of Chinese in Chicago, Jin Ji, Youming Che, Hongwei Xie, Di Lee, Haiyan Fu and
Licheng Gu also provided valuable suggestions after they carefully read the first draft of the textbook.

We also really appreciate the great assistance offered by Ms. Xu Lin, Educational Attaché of the
General Chinese Consulate in Vancouver, Canada and Mr. Zhang Guoqing, Educational Attaché of the
General Chinese Consulate in Toronto, Canada. They and their colleagues gave us lots of help during
our long-time survey for this book. Their devotion, enthusiasm and sincerity for the project has deeply
impressed us.

Mr. Jiang Bo and Mr. Zhu Hongging in charge of education in General Chinese Consulate in
Chicago also made many contributions to the trial use and revision of this series.

In addition, we would like to give our special thanks to Mr. Cheng Tang, the former Vice Director
of the Standing Committee of NOCFL and the Vice President of Beijing Language Institute. He made
many critical proposals to us based on his careful study of all the Student’s Books, the Teacher’s
Books and the Workbooks, and offered some invaluable suggestions.

At both the beginning and late stages of compiling this textbook series, NOCFL twice organized
experts to examine and evaluate the textbook sample and final draft. These experts, too, provided

useful comments on the series. We are also grateful to them.

Compilers
March, 2004
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Types of Facial Makeup in Peking Operas

Peking opera, Chinese traditional opera, is loved by many people not only because of its
attractive vocal music and acrobatic fighting but also because of its rich and fine facial make-
up. The style of the makeup is based on the character’s personality and characteristics. The
various types of makeup in Peking opera represent different Chinese-historic or legendary
figures. The following facial makeup represent some well-known Chinese historic and legend-
ary figures, who later became famous characters in Peking opera.

Can you guess who they are? You may find out the answers by asking Chinese people around
you to tell you the stories about them. You can tell these stories to your classmates.

Work together with your classmates to try to paint some facial makeup by yourselves!

. -

Zhong Kui ‘ Sun Wukong



Methods and Steps of Facial Makeup

(I) Make a mask. Make a mud face model according to the shape and size of an actual person’s
face.

(2) Draw an opera mask. On a piece of white paper draw a mask that is of the same size and
shape as the one you have made. As most Peking opera masks are symmetrical, you should
first draw a vertical line down through the middle and then draw the half of the facial
feature on one side. Copy the half you have drawn on to the opposite side. The next step is

to add the color.
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Getting Started

According to the given picture try to describe what the person in the “Notice” looks like.

+ AR ¥

(xUnrén gishi)

£ £z (L Méiy(m) ,

4, (6%, 460)0) L&
# (Xianggang) R Q& @, 12 Eric ¥
L%, BIFROFTZE, 469
% (shengao) (62ecm, Fé1B L &
(héngse shangyi) , & (% # (nidzaku) ,
#E#HE (nake qixie), # (bei) &
838, EP=HKFVEEAFHD
£, oRBIEHBANE, H178
%5 BAG0HE ERAE, Eic| |
$5@ik. 8362271, 4258 =

. 957-8976,




Text 1

Jack, Ma Ming’s old pal, comes to visit Ma Ming...

W AR, A (haoji) AR (jan) T

A RAF, AR, FARRI

. FBat (quo) 13 (de) /& 449

A IFRE, KRB, RAKERKE?

LE: ARfE, AR (bang) K #9AREHM (ban) E,

Ao: FAREGAREH# KD

Ol R, RESHMARESER, LAZENEHIAE.
AR AR ILRH#?

Meiyun walks out of her home...

LH: MR RARE AL IL (nlér),

Ao HRKFREFERT,

LW et (xing) &, £, &k, EBHEANE—TF

® HAAMRT! Long time no see!




